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Dedicated adj. devoted wholly to a 
special purpose 



What you want above all from a 5.1 surround sound system is accuracy - and that depends on the quality of 
your centre speaker, which typically handles around 60% of the soundtrack content. 

So why settle for a conventional satellite in this crucial role? Even worse, one plonked on its side? 


You instantly notice the difference with our dedicated 
KHT3005SE high performance centre speaker because it’s 
specifically designed for the job: with twin 75mm (3”) 
bass drivers flanking KEF’s latest Uni-Q HF/midrange array in 
an acoustically inert cast aluminium enclosure, it combines 
superbly natural vocals with hefty frontal ‘slam’ for dramatic 
effects. 




Typical horizontal dispersion at the crossover frequency 


Even more importantly, it avoids all the lobing problems you 
get from using a vertical speaker 


Dedicated centre speaker with Uni-Q 


Conventional speaker mounted horizontally 


sideways, with the sound image varying erratically from one place to the next. Instead, 
the unrivalled dispersion of Uni-Q allows everyone to share the same strikingly 
detailed 3D experience, wherever they sit. And that’s true dedication for you... 


MKEF 


INNOVATORS IN SOUND 


CP Acoustics (UK) Lid., Ecdeston Road, Tnvil, Maidstone, Kent MO5 6QP, U-K, Tel: +44 (0)1622 672261 fax: +44 (0)1622 750653 


www. kef, co m 
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WELCOME 


It’s been said many times, but it’s still a truism: in the 
home cinema arena, big is always better. If you want 
to recreate a genuine cinematic experience, you can’t 
beat a huge screen coupled to larger-than-life sound. 

So to help you get that bigger picture, we’re going unashamedly 
over the top. This issue we audition one of the biggest-sounding 
speakers on the planet, the TAD Reference One, and meet some 
of the dedicated, talented people who make it. We also 
exclusively review Panasonic’s stunning 65in 
Freesat TV, audition gigantic speaker systems from 
Paradigm and KEF, and go super-large with high-end projectors 
from Cineversum and Sony. If you’ve picked us up because 
you’re looking for advice on new kit, I urge you to pause... and 

think bigger. You won’t regret it. 

And, as many of us amass ever larger collections of music and 
video on our PCs, we look at the growing number of software 
packages that can make browsing this media on your bigsereen 

fun and intuitive. 



TEAM 


Enjoy the show! 

vY-teue 


Steve May: f m 

The UK’s most experienced * 

AV Ed ito r with 20 + years as & T. 
a CE joumoon hisdock 


Anton van BEEk: | 

News Ed Anton began his ! 
prowideophilecareerover * 
a decade ago 


Mark Craven: 

HCTs Production Editor can 
write shorthand-he can't 
read it though 




Rik Henderson: 

HCCsDepEd isanAV 
and videogames nut - and 
former TV presenter 


Chris Jenkins: 

Our ISF-calibrated Tech 
Labs manager is the former 
Editor of Total DVD mag 


John Rook: 

Art Editor John first worked 
onHCCback in 1999, when 
TVs were made of wood 
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BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts... p7 

09 JVC unveils D-ILAPJs 

Hands-on with its latest HD projectors 

10 A howling success 

How one fan’s love of An American 
Werewolf in London became a BD extra 

15 Point of View 

The revolution will be televised - by Apple 

17 DVD Addict 

Weighing upthe pros and cons of Avatar 

19 Deep Focus 

Is 3D the future or just a passing fad? 

FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... p22 

22 Legend of the ultimate 
speaker 

HCC checks out the TAD Reference One 
- the world's rarest loudspeaker 

32 Pixel perfection 

HCCs guide to the very best of animation 
legends Pixar on DVD and Blu-ray 

INSTALLS 

Planning a home cinema? Then this 
is your dedicated section,,, p35 

37 Home tech 

All the latest news from the world 
of custom installs 

42 Garage glamour 

A former garage is transformed into a 
dedicated cinema with real wow factor 

46 Certified: AV-holic! 

Another HCC reader shares the secrets 
behind his home cinema setup 


TECH LABS 

Our guarantee to you: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is measured and quantified by 
Future Tech Labs, which for more 
15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 
the best-possible advice when it comes 
to planning your next purchase 


Gigantor! 

Onkyo becomes the first AV specialist to 
offer a 9.2-channel Audyssey DSX receiver 


CO-STARRING 

This Issue's team of expert writers are the best qualified in the business 


Adam Rayner: 

UK’s foremost expert in 
extreme audio writes about 
bass, hi-fi and cartoons 


Danny Philips: 

Former Editor of What Video 
Si High-Definition TV and 
dedicated AV boffin 


Richard Stevenson: 

Industry veteran and former 
Editor of UK CE trade 
journal ERT 


Jim Hill: 

Apple fanatic Hill is the 
former editor of 73 Home 
and a What Hi-Fi escapee 


26 Set 
your 

media free! 


Make browsing, playing and sharing 
files as easy as pie with HCCs media 
player supertest... 

Windows Media Center 

TwonkyMedia 

TVersity 

XBMC Media Center 
XBMC Media Center (Xbox version) 
Boxee 


i 
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Jon Thompson: 

Post-production specialist 
whose credits include 
Casino Royale and Kill Bill 


John Archer: 

The UK's most experienced 
TV tester cut his teeth as an 
early MX staffer 
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PLAYBACK 

HCCs hardware experts cast 
a critical eye over the latest DVD 
and Blu-ray titles... p95 

96 X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine (bd> 

97 Fast & Furious (dvd) 
Infestation (bd) 
Hannibal (bd) 

Dead Snow (bd) 

98 12 Rounds (BD) 


FAQ About Time Travel 

(DVD) 



The Butterfly Effect 
Trilogy (bd) 

Traitor (bd) 

I Love You, Man (dvd) 

99 Crank 2: High Voltage 

(BD) 



100 Dollhouse: Season One 

(DVD) 

Heroes: Season Three 

(DVD) 

PsychovUle (bd) 

The Uninvited (DVD) 
Tormented (dvd) 

102 Gladiator: 2-Disc 
Special Edition (sd) 

103 An American Werewolf 
in London (bd) 

The Dark Crystal (bd) 

Labyrinth (bd) 

The Elephant Man (bd) 

Woodstock: Ultimate 
Collector’s Edition (bd) 


92 

Subscribe! 

Save money on 
the world’s best 
AV mag and get 
twoJean-Claude 
Van Damme 
8lu-rays worth £40! 



REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p49 

50 Panasonic TX-P65V1QB 4H 

This 65in plasma shows that size really 
does matter when it comes to HDTV 

54 Sony VPL-VW85 

More evolution than revolution, Sony’s 
new SXRD projector still delivers the goods 

56 Paradigm Reference 
Signature 

An imposing 7.1-channel speaker package 
for discerning AV enthusiasts 

eoCineversum 
B lackWing One 

This designer LCoS projector could 
make Francophiles of us all 

64 KEF XQ 5.1 System <1! 

Premium cinema loudspeaker package 
designed to fill the largest rooms 

G8LGBD390 

LG’s innovative new Blu-ray deck is more 
than just another hi-def disc-spinner 

74NADT747 

NAD grabs a slice of the £1K AVR market, 
and - for once - doesn't skimp on features 

78 Kaleidescape Mini 

Self-contained entry-level movie server 

80TechniSat HDFS 

Superior Freeview HD receiver with added 
multimedia functionality 

82 Sony PS3 Slim 

Re-invented games console adds 
bitstreamed audio, but at what cost? 

84 Samsung BD-P3600 

Top-of-the-range Profile 2,0 Glu-ray player 
shows off its wireless talents 

87 Sony KDL-32E5500 

A TV for those who can't decide between 
hanging a telly or a painting on the wall 

87 Toshiba SD490 

What will £50 buy you these days? How 
about a mid-range DVD player! 

88 Samsung UE-46B8000 

200Hz 46in LCD with edge-mounted LEDs 

PLUS... 

108 Feedback 

For comments on tech developments, 
system problems, or plain old 
moaning, there’s no better venue! 

113 Select 

The ultimate guide to the UK’s best 
AV gear. Peruse then choose! 

130 Next Issue 

We discover Sony’s best-kept secret... 
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7-Channel 'Air 
btudeqs tjmed’ 
AV RECEIVER WITH 
I CEPOWER 


□ Works with 

iPhone 


!“■*; < 0 &> 
iPod 


*-£” SS3S ]EX j ce i 


Introducing the latest Air Studios tuned AV Receiver 

Sound reproduction in absolute clarity with no compromises. With the quick response and 

POWER DENSITY OF ITS DIRECT ENERGY HD AMPLIFIER DESIGN — BUILT ON iCEPOWER CLASS D TECHNOLOGY — 

the SC-LXS2 Premium 7-Channel AV Receiver produces sdund of unsurpassed dynamics. In perfect 

SYNERGY WITH THE MCACC CALIBRATION SYSTEM T ITS UNIQUE PHASE CONTROL ADJUSTMENT ALGORITHM 
GUARANTEES COHERENT TRUE-TO-THE-ORIGINAL AUDIO REPRODUCTION. THAT MEANS EVERY SOUNDSCAPE NOT 
ONLY COMES ALIVE IN FLAWLESS DETAIL, BUT ALSO ADAPTS TO YD UR LISTENING ENVIRONMENT. AREYOUR EARS 
READY FOR THE NEW REFERENCE STANDARD? 

For more information visit: 

PIONEER. CO. UK OR YOUR PIONEER DEALER 
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-♦News highlights JVC GOES LARGE Trio of new HD projectors announced 
WIZARD OF OZ Warner preps classic for HD release SUPER SUBS Tannoy revamps bass box lineup 
SONY TAKES TOP SPOT Blu-ray pioneer king of Europe sales TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF 

THE FALLEN Bot-tastic Blu-ray on the way DEMO’D One-stop guide to the best bits of Watchmen 



Online... 

Looking for breaking AV news, 
blogs, features, & reviews? 

For your daily fix visit us at 

www.homecinemachoice.com 

Follow us on Twitter (cphccmag 


Inglourious 

sounabarsterd 


Teufel Cinebar SO www.teufeLeu/uk 


The German audio wizards at Teufel have 
added an all-in-one sound bar solution to 
the brand’s lineup of direct-sales 
loudspeaker systems. Teufel proclaims the 
Cinebar 50 will ‘catapult the otherwise 
flimsy sound from new modern flatscreen 
TVs to a higher level’. The £630 system, 
which doesn’t require the use of wall 
reflections for its spatial sound processing, 
comprises a 200W soundbar (featuring six 
drivers) and 150W CB 50 SW subwoofer. 


NOVEMBER 2009 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 












8 ONKYO-* JVC-> PLAYLIST 


Gigantor! 

Onkyo TX-NR5007 Network AVR 
www.onkyo.co.u k 


Onkyo is the first AV specialist to offer a 
9.2-channel receiver with Audyssey DSX 
decoding, which gives you the option of 
installing additional front height/width 
speakers for even more immersive audio. 
That’s just one killer attribute of the new 
220W-per-channel TX-NR5007. Priced 
around £2,400, this THX Ultra2 Plus- 
certified beast also has impressive 
connectivity, including eight HDMI inputs 
with two outputs; DLNA networking with 
extensive audio file support; and 1080p 
video upscaling via a Silicon Optix HQV 
Reon VX video processor. 


JNKYO 


Partner with. 


Wharfdale Diamond 10 Series 

Affordable hi-fi speakers 
£130-£680 approx 


m 

OoO 



Wharfdale has expanded its 
Diamond speaker line-up with 
the addition of two new 
standmount models, five 
floorstanders, three centres, 
two dedicated surround 
speakers and three active 
subwoofers. Prices range 
from £130 per-pair for the 
Diamond 10.0 standmounts 
up to £680 for a brace of the 
10.7 f loorstanders. Tasty. 


www.whaffdate.co.uk 



W3A TC'^5"' 


3SK 


DU&.-BD r 
fhtdvssey Obh 


nj dt''! 




M w c. »«« *" 



o - / T -k** ♦ * ■ c □ 

S# ' * 


o o o 


HOC 0 t-AUDC-R 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE NOVEMBER 2009 














BULLETIN 9 


Compact power 

Developed to address 
'the demand for 
powerful, accurate 
and tuneful bass 
fromacompactand 
discrete enclosure’, Tannoy's new 
TS-Series active subwoofer range 
promises to be the brand's most flexible 
and formidable to date. The line-up 
consists of the 2Q0W TS-801 (£400), 
300W TS-1001 (£500) and the 500W 
T5-1201 (£600). The most obvious 
upgrades over previous Tannoy subs 
include the addition of speaker-level 
inputs, chunkier cabinets with profiled 
edges and a top-mount control panel 
with LCDdisplay. 


Budget Full HD 
projection 

Projection specialist 
■ Vivitek is pushing 
down the price of 
bigscreen HD in the 
UK with anew 1080p 
DLP model that costs just £850. The 
company claims its cut-price H1Q80FD 
has a contrast ratio of 4,000:1 and 
£800 ANSI Lumens of brightness. 
Connectivity on the credit-crunch 
model is also good, including twin HDMI 
inputs and a 12 V trigger for automated 
screen control A portable and 
economical package that gives 
consumers HD content without 
compromises, 1 is the brand’s claim. 


OLED delay? 

is Sony putting OLED 
on the back burner? 
That may well be the 
case, if you believe a 
report in the Wall 
Street Journal that claimed Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer Howard 
Stringer thinks the mega-brand can 
ill-afford to continue to develop OLED 
for the mass market, and is refocusing 
his boffins on LCD technology. 

Sony was wideLy expected to launch 
a larger screen OLED model this year. 
However production yield remains 
low and the recession continues to drive 
TV buyers toward the budget end 
of the market. 





JVC unveils new D-ILA PJs 

3D and 4K2K models should follow in the future 



The cheaper DLA-HD550 
shares many of its bigger 
brother’s attributes, including 
CMD, Inverse Telecine, motorized lens cover and 
auto screen adjustment. It does, however, miss out 
on the THX certification and preset, ISF calibration 
and advanced colour management. More 
frustrating is the loss of the 12V trigger, which rules 
the PJ out completely for those looking to upgrade 
an existing instalL that uses screen automation. 


A JVC 4K projector will come 
eventually, believes the 
brand's product manager 
Steven Carter 


JVC has updated its D-ILA projector range with 
two new models: the DLA-HD550 (£4,000 
approx) and the high-end THX-approved HD950 
(£6,000). And, having spent some hands-on 
time with the latter, we’re left wondering if the 
brand has Left any wriggle-room for its rivals. 

New on the 950 is Gear Motion Drive (CMD), 
a frame rate accelerator that works with the HQV 
Reon-VX picture processor from Silicon Optix, 
CMD is designed lor watching lOSOi sources such 
as Sky Sports, as well as 5D content from DVD,’ 
according to product manager Steven Carter 
and has no affect on 1080p24 source material. 

To test its effectiveness, HCC watched a dip 
from Armageddon , involving the destruction of a 
satellite in orbit. It's a tough scene for any projector, 
but the 950 made it look so impressive that it was 
hard to believe it was upscaled SD content. Blacks 
looked great without compromising shadow 
detail, there was no smearing, and detail pinged. 
Meanwhile, those with large NTSC DVD collections 
will appreciate the Inverse Telecine mode, which 
grabs encoded video from NTSC discs at 24fps 
and displays it at 48fps. The result is a deliciously 
smooth output with no 2-3 pulldown judder. 

NaturaLLy, the D-ILA astounds with HD sources. 
The Dark Knights Batpod chase is a perfect 
showcase; shot at night, 
but with frequent peak 
whites and fast-moving 
action, it looked 
sensational. By way of 
contrast, the opening 
hijack from Fast& 

Furious unspools in 
bright dayLight, but 
again the depth and 
soLidity of the 950's 
imagery was 
breathtaking. 


Top secret 

JVC also has a third new projector due later this 
year - the £10,000 DLA-HD990 - but the only 
information the surprisingly tight-lipped product 
manager would reveal was the promise of 
a 70,000:1 native contrast ratio. 

What about a 4K2K model? ‘It will probably 
come. The question is when,’ admitted Carter. 

The catch currently is the video processor 
- currently Meridian takes one of our D-ILA 
models and matches it to a processor able to 
upscale to Digital 
Cinema standards, but 
that level of electronics 
is very expensive. It all 
depends on when more 
affordable processing 
becomes available.’ 

Additionally, while 
there’s no officiaL word, 
a source dose to 
JVC told HCC that an 
innovative 3D projector 
is planned for 2010. 




of the last month 


Sky’s gambit of getting QT to pick 
and discuss his favourite modem 
movies bordered on genius. 
Insightful and unmissable. Pay 
attention Ross and Kermode, this 
guy has raised the bar. Steve May 


I'm a big fan of the book, and 
while it’s slightly different in 
tone (not as damning, ironically) 
this biopic of Brian Gough is still 
fascinating, Rlk Henderson 


Talky, Europe an-flavoured thriller 
makes a refreshing change from 
the Hollywood norm. Mark Craven 


Cruelly cut down in its prime, this 
quirky cult series is now available 
on DVD in the US. 

Woo-hoo! Anton van Beek 


Sublime animation, a crazy 
story, and cool haircuts. 
What more does a dudt^ 
need? John Rook ft 


The Damned 
United (Region BBD 


The International 

All-region BD) 


Playlist... 

Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 


NOVEMBER 2009 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


www.hwdcminw.iMt A wiej w niH i towi 












10 WIZARD OF OZ->JVC SOUNDBARS-*TRANSFORMERS 2 BLU-RAY 


Demo'd! 

The AV highlights of... 
Watchmen: Director's 
Cut on Biu-ray 


Blue giant 



4129: Doctor Manhattan's 
Vietnam flashback shows the 
impressive colour saturation and 
clarity of the VC-1 encode. The 
orange sky and icy blue glow of 
his body are remarkably stable, 
while the fine detailing picks out 
every piece of exploding body. 

Burn it down 



M8 JO: The DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix 
kicks up a notch as Nite Owl and 
Sally Jupiter rescue those 
trapped in a burning tenement 
building. You feel every gun blast, 
burst of flame and collapsing 
floor as it happens on screen. 


I predict a riot 



127.17: The sound design excels 
again during the prison riot The 
surrounds immerse you in the 
heart of the action, while Night 
Owl and Sally Jupiter's fight 
with a group of inmates is 
accompanied by clinically precise 
thuds and cracks. 


Apocalypse wow 



162.05: The disc's astonishing 
FID visuals and lossless audio 
come together during the film's 
cataclysmic finale. Crank the 
volume up and your neighbours 
will think that an alien squid is 
destroying your living room l 


BD doc is a howling success 

Why American Werewolf... 'Making of' flick is a labour of love 


Two years ago film journalist Paul Davis took 
his love of An American Werewolf in London to 
a whole new Level. Having just completed a 
retrospective feature on the classic horror for 
a US film magazine, Davis reaLised there had 
never been a proper documentary made about 
the groundbreaking werewolf flick, and decided 
to make one himself. The resulting doc now 
features on the film's new Blu-ray release. 

‘I have always loved really in-depth, well-made 
documentaries about movies' the 28-year-old 
told HCC , but nothing has been done on An 
American Werewolf in London , which is definitely 
as deserving as some movies out there that do 
have these docs.' So, with the help of friends and 
another young film maker, Davis started planning 
his film, entitled Beware the Moon: Remembering 
An American Werewolf in London, and getting 
in contact with people involved in the 1981 horror 
for their cooperation. 

One of the first to respond was director John 
Landis. The Hollywood legend, while flattered, had 
only one question: what did Davis expect to do 



UK*based 
filmmaker Paul 
Davis now has 
plans to make 
horror films 

with it? Davis explains: 
k We didn’t have the 
rights to do anything with the film, because it’s 
owned by Universal 5 . 

Landis put the documentary maker in touch 
with Universal, who initially turned him down 
flat. Undeterred, Davis and crew continued (they 
already had some interviews scheduled), and put 
together a showreeL that they presented to the 
American Werewolf... director, 'From that moment 
he was committed to project; says Davis, l He 
basically guided it over the finish line,., practically 
bullied Universal into releasing this thing, telling 
them that it would be ridiculous for them to turn it 
down. In the end it was like a swap. Universal said 
they wouldn't charge us for the footage and the 
music we were using if we gave them the 
documentary. Which made us very happy, It’s4n 
American Werewolf in London on Blu-ray - what 
better place for it to be? We're absolutely ecstatic 1 . 

While Davis remains slightly downbeat about 
not being able to track down American Werewolf s 
fabled deleted scenes for his documentary, 

('I tried,., there’s nothing left; he says) this is made 
up for by the interviews he secured with most of 
the main cast and crew, and some rare behind- 
the-scenes footage of Rick Baker’s startling SFX. 

So with Beware the Moon completed and now 
released, what’s next for Davis? F l want to get into 
feature films. My passion is horror movies and I've 
got plenty of ideas I can actually work with. IVe 
started writing my first screenplay, so I’m excited 
to kind of go in that direction’. 

See pi03 for our review of Universal’s Blu-ray release 



Wizard of BD 


Bose system 


Slim sound 


H We're off to see the 
wizard... in wonderful 
lOSOp! On November 
2 Warner Home 
Video is releasing the 
Hollywood classic The Wizard of Oz as 
a 70th Anniversary Collector’s Edition 
Blu-ray in the UK. The studio has 
financed a full remaster of the film, 
scanning each of the Technicolor 
camera negatives at 8K, before creating 
the new 4K 'capture master 1 that was 
used to create the Blu-ray edition. 

An exhaustive collection of extras has 
also been licenced, including rare 
archival test footage and outtakes. 



Loewe has released 
an entry-level audio 
system designed to 
match its existing 
BluTech Vision BD 
decks and ViewVision DVD recorders. 
Priced at £625. the sleek and minimalist 
AudioVision includes a CD/DVD player 
(with 1080p upscaling), onboard 5.1 
decoder with analogue output, and an 
FM radio with RDS. MP3 formats are 
supported, and the system comes with 
an iPod cable/docking station to 
facilitate convenient music playback. 
The AudioVision is available in a choice 
of chrome silver or black finishes. 


'Decor conscious 
home theatre, is the 
catchphraseatJVC 
these days when it 
comes to three 
additions to its range of home cinema 
sound systems: the TH-BA1 soundbar; 
theTH-FT3 front surround system with 
two slim-line wall-hanging flat panel 
speakers; and the TH-BS7 soundbar, 
which the company claims is currently 
theslimmest available. The latter two 
ship with a flatpanel amplifier. All three 
models feature a wireless 100 W 
subwoofer. Prices were unavailable at 
thetime of going to press. 
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Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen-* Paramount 
Entertainment-* R2 DVD & AU-regionblu-ray 5 


Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, 
2009’s loudest and most successful 
blockbuster, will be stomping home on 
Nov 30. Our spybots tell us that three DVD 
incarnations (single-disc, double-disc and 
a Transformers 1 & 2 com bo-pack) and 
two HD versions (a three-disc BD with 


Digital Copy and a combo pack of the 
two Transformers flicks), will be battling 
it out for your affections. Extras include 
a Michael Bay chat track, Making of... doc, 
numerous featurettes and doubtless some 
dull, interactive stuff. Frankly, we just want 
it for Megan Fox... 
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Pick'n'mix 



Filmmaker 
Kyle Rankin 
picks his five 
fave films 
and TV 
shows 


! Laughed myself sick in the 
theatre. It's near perfect. We all 
have a little Lebowski in us. 


Groundhog Day 


A hiLarious, deep film. Fantastically 
executed with an amazing 
performance from Bill Murray. 


The Road Warrior 


An extremely effective, post- 
apocalyptic, baUs-fo-the-wail, 
action fun-fest. 

4 

Fellini's masterpiece explains 
what it feels like to be a man. 
Without explaining anything. 

5 y 

There’s something very important 
about this film and what it says,,, 
but mostly it’s hugely entertaining, 

Kyle Rankin's Infestation is released on 
Blu-ray and DVD by lean Entertainment 
on September 7. Check out our review on 
page 97 Rankin’s credits include Ben 
Affleck and Matt Damon's Project 
Greenltght, and The Battle of Shaker 
Heights starring Shia LaBeouf. 


We asked... 

In the wake of the 
RealNetworks DVD 
copying case, should DVD 
ripping be made legal? 

Absolutely. Fair-use ripping 
hurts no one 

I No way. DVD ripping opens the 
door to commercial piracy 
■ Who cares? Ifseasierto 
download what I want 



Results from www.homecjnemachoicejcom 
Go online for more polling action 


Sony leads with new BD tech 

Latest players deliver improvements in picture quality 


While Sony has yet to commit to a BD recorder 
for the UK (if it doesn’t jump with a Freesat 
model, buyers will have to watt for a Freevtew 
HD-enabled unit to arrive), It currently offers 
Japanese buyers an entire range of mouth¬ 
watering HD recording tech. At an exclusive 
briefing at its Tokyo HQ, Sony gave HCC 
an overview of its latest Blu-ray player and 
a run-through of its BD recorder range. 

In Japan, we have four types of recorder/ 
we were told, 'Each one represents a concept 
The X-series recorders are aimed at home theatre 
enthusiasts, and offer the highest possible sound 
and vision quality; the l-Series is aimed at digitaL 
camera owners and video makers, with tooLs 
they would find usef uL; the T-Series is targeted 
at heavy TV time-shifters; and the A-Series 
is for those that want to migrate content to their 
portable devices/ 

A demo of content transferring to a PSP 
certainly impressed. Broadcast content is recorded 
to the hard disk, and then a one-touch transfer 
button converts material to the PSP at high¬ 
speed. A one-hour TV show can be dubbed 
to the handheld device in just two minutes! 

Similar ease of use extends to the brand’s 
L-Series models. When a camcorder is hooked 
up to the BD deck by USB cable, the GUI gives 
you the option of copying via a single button push. 
The recorder and camcorder sync and the footage 
is dubbed automatically to hard disk. Digital 
camera fans can similarly benefit from an X-Pict 
Story mode, which alLows users to seLect 
background music and them automatically 
authors a sLideshow. The entire presentation can 
then be copied to disc. 

Colour enhancer 

In the dedicated Blu-ray player market, Sony 
finally appears to be up to speed after a slow 
start. When we visited, the brand had the top 
player slot in the UK, France and Germany, 
according to GFK saLes data 

The BD player that finally turned the market 
around for the brand was the best-selLing 
BDP-S350. That modeLs' replacement, the 
BDP-S360, is now available in the UK. Going 
forward, Sony's engineers believes innovations 
in picture processing are key: specifically the 
so-caLled HD Reality Enhancer with Super Bit 
Mapping that was introduced on the high-end 
BDP-S5000ES, but is now also available on the 
new £400 BDP-S760, 



DIY Bln: Sony's Japanese Blu-ray recorders 
offer one-touch easy dubbing for cam users 


The most important aspect of this technology 
is that we can enhance data from the original Sbit 
data on the disc to 14bit. This means more picture 
detail and smoother colour gradations than rival 
players/ says Sony, 

For instance, the acclaimed BDP-S5000ES 
player can output the extrapolated image data 
via a Deep Colour link to lObit-compatibLe 
displays, but (significantly) can aLso improve the 
picture on oLder Sbit dispLaysthat Lack DeepCoLor 
connectivity. Indeed, Sony’s engineers beLieve 
that the picture from the BDP-S5000ES, when 
sent to an Sbit display (interpolated to a 14bit 
colour palette from the Sbit original and then 
scaled back again) will be superior to another 
brand's player outputting to a current high-end 
10- or 12bit TV screen. 

A demo reel of HD footage shot in Kyoto 
certainly revealed extra clarity from the disc 
when the HD ReaLity Enhancer was engaged. 
CLeverLy, detail only appeared where you would 
imagine extra information couLd lurk. Sky detail 
was Left alone, while building textures received 
a boost, A good deal smarter than the average 
edge enhancer, Sony’s tech makes its judgement 
by analysing the picture pixel by pixel. The silicon 
also resists the temptation to over-stress skin 
tones, ensuring people remain believabLe. 

The S760 is our most affordable high- 
performance BD player to date. It offers the same 
picture technology as the ES model, pLus 7.1 
analogue inputs and wi-fi / Sony’s product 
specialist Eric Kingdon told HCC. The S760 will 
be joined by the £300 BDP-S560, which also has 
wi-fi, but lacks the AV embellishments/ 

BD bargain: Sony's BDP-S760 offers high-end. 

AV performance at a mid-range price 
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BULLETIN 13 


This month's top ten news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks... 


1 Heroes tops 
download poll 

The popular superhero 
soap opera has been 
awarded a brand new accolade, 
that of being the most fiLe- 
shared TV series on the H net 
A polL conducted by research 
firm Big Champagne shows 
that around 55million people 
downloaded episodes of Heroes 
in the last 12 months while Lost 
could only manage SlmilLion. 

2 Tosh hearts BD 

Toshiba has finally 
jumped into bed with 
Blu-ray. Some 18 months after the 
company pulLed the plug on HD DVD, the 
Japanese giant has revealed its first Blu-ray 
player, the BDX2000 (on sale Late November for 
£250) and a new high-end 
laptop with BD drive, the 
Satellite P500. A range of 
recorders is expected to be 
announced for the Japanese 
market too. 



battery in the Lappo overheated, 
because of the lack of 
ventilation, and set fire to 
the sofa So consider 
yourself warned. 

Arrgh! Pirate 
booty seized 

Sweden's Anti-Piracy 
Bureau recently raided 
the home of a 33-year old 
alleged pirate and discovered 
what may be the largest haul 
of illegal movies ever found in 
Europe. The accused’s 88TB 
computer server contained 
around 10,000 movies, 
of which he denies any knowledge. 



te November for 

News 


7 


3 Hollywood 
loves DivX 

Film Fresh has 
become the first 
download-to-own retailer to 
offer Hollywood films in the 
DivX format, albeit with 
fairly tight DRM. Lionsgate, Paramount, Sony 
Pictures and Warner Bros have provided a 
catalogue of 600 new and recent films that the 
US site makes available as standard-definition 
‘d own load - to - b u rn 1 DivX files for between $10-15. 
These can then be watched on your computer or 
any DivX-certified device. 



4 


Pioneer an AV maniac 

Pioneer is to return to its AV roots, and 
I may even resurrect the Kuro branding, 

I according to the company's US executive 
VP Russ Johnston. The Pioneer bigwig claims 
the company will embrace a core philosophy 
'focused on engineering excellence and a 
maniacal commitment to create the best- 
possible home-theatre experiences.' It is also 
‘studying the best usage of the Kura brand 
for the future.., because it has come to mean 
more than just the best display in the industry 5 . 
We say let it go... 


iBDgets £lm 
U K push 

Blu-ray is about to 
get its biggest ever 
push in the UK market, with 
the British Video Association 
(BVA) planning a £1 million 
TV advertising campaign 
for the format to ran from 
November through 
December. 'Our goal is to 
boost understanding of the 
benefits of Blu-ray in the run 
up to Christmas. Blu-ray is 
the format of the future 5 
says the BVA. 


l Next-gen EPGs 

Samsung has signed a licensing deal with 
| Rovi for its advanced ERG technology. The 
AV giant wilL use Rovi's tech in its next-gen 
TVs, which it claims will "empower consumers to 
find their favourite content on the television while 
also enabling them to discover new programming 
quickly and easily, 1 Much like the TV guide in your 
Sunday paper. 


8 ' 

i 


q 


j BDA plans 3D BD future 

The Blu-ray Disc Association has 
| confirmed plans to incorporate 3D into the 
format at the recent IFAtech show. S [BD] 
will set the standard for 3D home viewing in the 
future, 5 soothsayed a BDA suit, before talking 
about 'a uniform specification to ensure consistent 
delivery of 3D content across the Blu-ray platform 3 . 


5 ! 


Flaming heck 

A laptop left on a sofa 
| has been blamed for the 
fire that kilLed a man in 
Vancouver earlier this year. 
According to the Coroners Service 
of British Columbia, the blaze 
began when the Lithium-ion 


Sony TV: Or is it 

rrn nvsn donr? 




I Oven door TV 

Yet another chap 
| has been arrested in 
the US for trying to 
seLl an oven door disguised as an 
HDTV. This offender put a bit of 
effort into it, wrapping the door 
in plastic and covering it with 
convincing-looking Sony and 
BestBuy stickers. 


Premiere 

HCCs guide to what’s 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 

BacktoGalactica 



A little bird has told us that Bryan 
Singer is in talks with Universal to 
bring a brand-new update of the 
cult 70s TV series Battlestar 
Galaotka to the big screen, 

Are none of the people involved 
aware of the sensational TV 
re-imagining that finished its run 
earlier this year? 

Small screen scares 

Clive Barkerfans rejoice: 

American network ABC has 
requested a pilot for a potential 
series called O/ve Barker's Hotet , 
The series will apparently centre 
on a series of ghoulish incidents 
at a haunted hotel. 

CG Blue Meanies 

Among the numerous remakes 
coming our way is a motion- 
captured CG version of The Yellow 
Submarine. It’Ll be produced by 
Disney, directed by Robert 
Zemeckis, and hated by everyone. 

Teen wolf 

Twilight- helmer Catherine 
Hardwicke is sticking with the 
world of supernatural romance 
- she’s reportedly signed on to 
direct the werewolf flick TheGirt 
with the Red Riding Hood - a 
gothic re-imaging of Little Red 
Riding Hood with a teen 
love-triangle at its centre. 



It now seems certain that former 
special agent Jason Bourne will 
be heading back to cinemas in 
the near future, following the 
news that Universal has hired 
Josh Zetumer (who has also 
scripted a new Dune movie) 
to pen the plot for a fourth 
Bourne,,, flick. 
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a v i e l o 



The avielo optix is a high performance custom install projector derived directly from our highly 
acclaimed professional projectors used in the film and movie production industries. It brings unique 



colour and picture accuracy, and everything else you'd expect from a high-end projector. 
As Alvin Gold said in his recent review - "...overall, this is a model I would love to own..." 
Awarded reference status by Home Cinema Choice, 


§ UK distribution by CSE Custom 
S Tel: 01423 359054 


projectiondesign as 
Habornveien 53 
NO -1630 Gamle Fredrikstad 
Norway 

av i el o@ pr o j ecti on design. com 

www.avielo.com 







OPINION 15 



Richard Stevenson reckons an Apple-developed flatscreen could be 

more than just a pretty face. Has he lost his marbles? 



his extensive DVD 
collection will be 
shortly be going 
on sale at all good 
retailers 



I 'm not Mac 5 man at all. In fact, I use a PC and 
feel that having an Apple logo on the lid of your 
laptop is actually just a big sign saying ‘I’m an 
insecure herd-following badge snob'. But that’s not 
to say the company from Cupertino hasn’t come 
up with some innovative new ways of doing things. 
And I believe another one is just around the corner. 

The US brand has already been incredibly 
successful at completely capturing markets 
from long-established players. The Mac book 
has virtually cleaned up in the high-end laptop 
business that IBM created, and the iPod took 
Sony’s 20-year old Walkman concept shook it 
up a bit and made Apple number one in personal 
audio hardware - from nowhere. And then there 
is the mobile phone market, which is now ruLed 
by the aLrnighty iPhone - in my opinion the most 
life-changing piece of kit since Sky+. Now analysts 
in the US are predicting that Apple is Likely to enter 
the home TV market, probably in 2011. So watch 
out Sony, Panasonic, Philips ef aC Apple is about 
to steal your core business right out from under 
your corporate noses. 

Not just a load of app 

Why am i so sure? WelL firstly, the army of badge 
snobs wiLl buy an Apple TV just because it s, 
y’know, an Apple - even if it is twice the price, 
half the resolution and only offers a tenth of the 
features of traditional manufacturers' models. 

Just like Mac computers, in fact. 

But the most compelling hint at Apple’s 
potential rise to greatness in home cinema comes 
from the iPhone - or rather the open source 
concept of the iPhone, in case you didn’t know, 
anyone can deveLop an application for the iPhone 
using easily obtainable and weLl-documented 
guidelines. You then simpLy get it approved by 
Apple for placement on iTunes - which, judging 
from some of the dross apps that have got 
through, can’t be difficult. 


This allows the iPhone to become the most 
flexible touchscreen universal remote available. 

AV hardware makers could supply a very basic 
remote controL, or even none at all, and offer a 
free control interface download to your iPhone/ 
iTouch. I have aLready used a BD player that offers 
an iPhone app rather than a traditional remote, 
and I’m certain this is how Apple will sell its TVs, 

Moreover, while alL of today's BD players, amps, 
processors and displays are software-driven, very 
few manufacturers have truly exploited this. 
Virtually every AVRI have tested in the last decade 
has been capable of firmware updates but very 
few manufactures go beyond the odd bug fix. 

And even if they do, the updates/upgrades are 
universal - everyone gets the same thing. 

Apple's TVs will be different, 
offering truly customisable features, 

applications and content. Like the iPhone, no two 
devices are ever likely to be the same 24 hours 
after purchase, as users download the features 
that they want rather than what the manufacturer 
offers as standard. Customisable GUIs for every 
AV device in your system? Easy. ReaL-time Apps 
(stocks, eBay, news, R55 feeds etc) running in PiP 
windows? Easy peasy. Simplified one-touch DVR 
recording with a wide selection of interfaces? Easy 
peasy, lemon squeezy. Your home cinema system’s 
features will no longer be the product of just a few 
bods in an R&D department. They will be your 
personal choice of features and functionality 
selected from a cornucopia of ingenious apps. 

On top of all that, Apple’s screens will no doubt 
benefit from direct access to AppleTV/iTunes 
content, have stunning good Looks and a herd- 
friendLy luminous Apple Logo on the front. Frankly if 
they don't take the market by storm and knock aLl 
the big-brand TV makers into a cocked hat within 
just a few years, I wilL eat my DVD collection 

For more of Richard Stevenson's rumblings log on to 
www.homecinemachoice.com/points^oLview 


ILLUSTRATION: BV TEKURA MAEVA 
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WANT TO SEE THE 
BIGGER PICTURE? 

■ t 



A projector is at the heart of any real home cinema 
but which one is right for you? 

Electric Interiors are specialists in designing and optimising projection systems. Our demonstration 
facilities allow you to compare DLP, DiLA and LCD technologies, perfectly calibrated by expert staff, 
so you can make an informed decision on what to buy 

YouII be amazed at how affordable high definition, 3 chip projectors have become! 


Make 

Model 

Contrast 

ARP 


Runco 

VX22i 

3,100:1 

£41,495 

-n f 

Sim2 

C3X1080 

10,000:1 

£22,995 


JVC 

HD750 

50,000:1 

£5,000 


Epson 

TW5800 

75,000:1 

£3,500 

Espon TW5800 3 LCD 1080 


Choosing the right products is only part of what makes a good picture. Professional calibration is 
essential to ensure that what you see at home is exactly what the director intended. Let us show you 
the difference that the industry's most expert calibration service provides. 

To find out more and to book a private viewing contact 
Electric Interiors on 08455 200 100 


i ELECTRICinteriors 


IHX 

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL 
□ fc SWF 
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DVD ADDICT 


The Beek argues that James Cameron's 3D hypocalypse Avatar is the 

cinematic equivalent of the Emperor's New Clothes 


doesn’t want to 
have to wear 
3D glasses to 
enjoy Hollywood 
blockbusters, 
Is that too much 
to ask? 



Y ou may not have quite realised it yet, but 
humanity finds itself on the brink of a new 
form of cinematic entertainment Quite 
simply, the act of going to the flicks and sitting 
down to watch a movie will never be the same 
again after December 18, when James Cameron's 
sci-fi adventure Avatar opens at UK cinemas. 
Some ten years in the making, the self-confessed 
King of the World's Latest $2GGmiUion blockbuster 
will change the way that we perceive and enjoy 
bigscreen entertainment. With the fiLmmakers, 
20th Century Fox’s PR department and internet 
fan boys already cal Ling it ’groundbreaking’, 
'revolutionary’, ’game-changing’ and 'the future 
of cinema’ there can be no doubt that we are all 
about to witness what must sureLy be the most 
important milestone in the history of film since 
the introduction of popcorn. 

At least, that’s what we’re supposed to think. 
Having recently had the chance to attend an IMAX 
preview of 15 minutes of footage from Avatar, I’m 
struggling to see how it could possibly live up to 
any of those claims.,. 

Battlefield Smurf 

Nothing I saw on the BFI's Ober-screen convinced 
me that Avatar was anything more than another 
3D film, and not a particularly exciting or original 
one at that. On the other hand, I will admit to 
being surprised that the next evolution in cinema 
is to arrive in the form of a sci-fi version of Dances 
with Wolves starring eight-foot-talL Smurfs. 

Anyway, I’m not here to talk about the film 
itself - the hackneyed and unoriginal scenes 
I saw were all taken out of context, and could 
possibly prove much less laughable when returned 
to their rightfuL sLot in the narrative - I’m here to 
refute the claims that Avatar uses 3D in exciting 
new ways to create a new form of immersive 


entertainment. Because, going by the preview 
footage, there’s nothing here that hasn't been 
done before. Its the same old story of increased 
depth to the image (despite the fact that the 
characters and props feel 2D within a 3D frame 
- kind of like the old parallax scrolling effect you’d 
get in Amiga computer games), and things poking 
out of the screen at you. The only difference here 
appears to be that Cameron continues shooting 
3D material like he would 2D, resulting in fast cuts 
and quick camera movements that don’t even 
give your eyes chance to focus on the extra- 
dimensional effects. 

And while 3D technology has 
improved in leaps and bounds since 
Hollywood’s first major push 
in the 1950s, the imagery still Lacks sharpness. 
Avatar’s footage is slightly blurred as it fools your 
eyes into believing it is three-dimensional. Given 
the kind of sumptuous, pin-sharp HD visuals 
I reguLarly gorge myself on courtesy of my home 
cinema setup, this lack of definition isn’t what 
I want when I pay big bucks to go to the movies. 

To be blunt, there was nothing about the IMAX 
preview that made me think I have to catch Avatar 
in 3D when it opens at cinemas. Indeed, given 
the image softness, I’m more likeLy to see it as 
a regular 2D presentation. 

So Avatar isn't a revolution; it's the same old 
tired 3D nonsense that Hollywood has been 
peddling for decades. Studios are desperate for 
3D to succeed because it will combat piracy and 
make going to the cinema more of an event, 
allowing them to continue to hike ticket prices. 
None of that has anything to do with developing 
the art of film - no matter what the Likes of James 
Cameron or Peter Jackson might say 

For more wit and wisdom from The Beek go to 
www.homecinemachoice.com/dvd_addict 
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In the same way that film makers go to great lengths to create spectacular, unforgettable movies, 
DSE invests all of its effort and expertise to ensure that your new home cinema is a sure-fire block¬ 
buster. 

This means sensational sound and vision for captivating movies, games andTV, and a complete design, 
which balances the best use of precious space with excellent decor to endow a stunning room with the 
perfect ambience. 

Whatever your taste and wherever the space, we'll help you to find a home for the ultimate HD enter¬ 
tainment experience! To find out more please call 0191 491 4141 


CUSTOM 


Supported and supplied byCSEOJSTOM 
www.csecustom.com 


2nd Floor 530 Durham Road 
Low Fell, Gateshead NE9 6HU 

info@dsegroup.co.uk 

www.dsegroup.co.uk 
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FOCUS 

Hollywood insider Jon Thompson explains why all roads lead to Avatar , 

and predicts a massive studio deluge of 3D 


DEE 


Asapost- 
praductian expert, 

SST 's 

movie credits 
include Casino 
Poya/e, Children 
of Men and 
Mission: 
impossible 3 



A s my colleague The Beek has already 
mentioned on pl7, one of the most 
anticipated movies this Christmas is 
James Camerons A va tar. The film is important 
in many ways. Firstly, it strives to use 3D 
technology welL - not just as a gimmick like many 
have done before. Yet perhaps more significantly, 
Panasonic has signed a deal with Twentieth 
Century Fox to use the film to promote the launch 
of its 3D TVs and Blu-ray players. In fact, Avatar 
will be authored at Panasonic's 3D Blu-ray facility 
in Hollywood, and could be out as early as Easter 
2010. We just have to hope that Panasonic will be 
ready by January's Consumer Electronics Show 
with both players and screens that can show 3D 
(quite a stretch as the final spec isn't expected 
until December). 

The Blu-ray Disc Association's recent IFA 
pledge to find l a uniform specification to ensure 
consistent delivery of 3D content across the 
Blu-ray platform 1 has thankfully dampened down 
talk of a format war, At IFA, Panasonic's senior 
brass were triumphant. 'We will be the first with 
Full HD 3D,' declared Mamoru Yohshida, at the 
brand’s press briefing. The BDA is adopting our 
FulL HD 3D concept. We are not just device- 
manufacturers - we strongly beLieve in creating 
a synergy between 3D content and 3D products. 
We have put all our research and development 
into 3D. 1 Sony also promised a full range of 3D kit 
for 2010, with CEO Howard Stringer announcing 
that the Japanese giant was fully behind the 
BDA’s 3D plans: Today 3D is clearly on its way 
to the mass-market, and as with high-definition 
a few years back, there are a variety of issues 
yet to be addressed. But the 3D train is on the 
track and we at Sony are ready to drive it home] 1 
he decLared. 

The satellite broadcaster Sky is also talking up 
3D, but unlike the 3D Blu-ray spec, it appears the 
Sky system will not be full 1080p. Sky broadcasts 


HDatl080iatthemoment,whichlmust say 
sucks. Broadcasters do have a history of wasting 
peoples 1 time and doing things that are not good 
for community at large. Sky is Looking to Launch its 
3D service in February, and I’m sure that Avatar 
will aLso feature in its plans, as News Corp, which 
owns Sky, also owns 20th Century Fox. 

A milestone in cinema 

I recently chatted with John Landau, Jim 
Cameron’s producer of many years, discovering 
that we both had worked for legendary producer 
Dino De Laurentiis in the past. John, who is 
very up on 3D, sees it as a milestone in cinema’s 
history and beLieves it has now come of age. 

He aLso said he wouLd like to re-release 
Cameron's Titanic in 3D, and that they have 
a number of other 3D projects coming down the 
pipe - the manga adaptation Battle Angel been 
one of them. 

Now Landau has a very good point. Unlike HD, 
where it’s fairly straightforward to make an 
HD version of the film from the original negative, 
there are not reaLly that many 3D fiLms out there, 
i think if Sky had a season of 3D films, 
you could probably watch them all 
in just over a day or two. 

This situation will change eventually, as there 
is a rush at the moment to make 3D movies. 
Everyone I speak to has a 3D project on the go; 
if it was not conceived for 3D the studios are now 
going to make a 3D version. This has happened on 
a number of projects. For instance, Tim Burton’s 
Alice in Wonderland[ which Disney hopes will be 
a massive Summer blockbuster in 2010, was shot 
in 2D and has been 3D-ified in post-production! 

Is this a passing fad? Possibly. FiLmmaking is 
stilL, at the end of the day, about storyteLling, 3D is 
a tool to aid that - not an end in itself 

Are you crying out for digital cinema - or do your prefer to watch 
movies at home? Let us know: hoc (g) futurenetco.uk 
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20 THE WORLD OF AV 


Tech diary 

The world of AV and film changes 
fast. HCC's calendar is here 
to make sure you don't miss out « 


Chuck: The hit US TV show 
returns to DVD this October 






Seth Rogenplaysa 
bi-polar mall security 
guard obsessed with 
stopping a flasher and 
romancing a make-up 
counter girl Get your 
hands on this low-brow 
comedy when it hits DVD 
and BD in the UK today 


The second season of the 
most nerd-tastic show on 
TV (currently airing on 
Virgin 1) makes its way to 
DVD in the UK today 
Hopefully the episode 
Chuck vs The Third 
Dimension will be 
included in its original 
BD form 


Filmmaker Henry Selick's 
fantastic and spooky 
stop-motion adaptation 
of Neil Gaiman’s Coratine 
hits the shelves today on 
DVD and Blu-ray, both 
including 2D and 
anaglyph 3D versions of 
the flick 


Kiefer Sutherland's Jack 
Bauer Is back doing what 
he does best (saving the 
US President and 
torturing terrorists) in this 
latest season of the hit 
TV series. Catch up with 
Bauer's exploits on DVD 
and Blu-ray in the UK 
tram today 


London's Metropolitan 
Police Force was founded 
on this day in 1829, so 
why not mark the event 
by sitting back with 
Simon Pegg and Edgar 
Wright's hilarious Hot 
Fuzz on DVD? 
Or wait until Oct 12 for 
the Blu-ray release 


CEDI A Region! 
Business & 
Technology Forum 


This trade event held at 
the Hilton LeedsCity 
Hotel will explore a 
variety of pro-install 
topics including selling 
and integrating BD 
display devices 


www.cediaxo.uk 


This two-day conference 
in Houston,Texas, will 
focus on the thorny Issue 
of distributing 
bandwidth-intensive 
iPTV applications 
through multizone 
installs 




US actor George Peppand 
Jr, was born on this day in 
1928. Depending on your 
age, you 1 neither know 
him best as the love 
interest in Breakfast 
at ri/jfeny'sorJohn 
'Hannibal' Smith 
in TV smash 
The A-Team 


Happy B-day Ripley 

Sigourney Weaver was 
bom on this day in 1949. 

That sounds like a 
damned good excuse (as 
if we needed one) to 
spend the day watching 
her kick extra-terrestrial 
ass In the four 
Alien movies 


According to the 
postmark it bares, the 
notorious 'From Heir 
letter written by a man 
claiming to be Jack the 
Ripper was sent on this 
day in 1880. Time to 
revisit the film of the 
same name starring 
Johnny Depp 


Start saving you r penn ies 
for HET#175. Your 
favourite home cinema 
magazine hits the stands 
this Thursday, packed 
with hardware tests. 

Installs, features, 
outspoken opinions and 
full-on software reviews 


Thinking of building a 
dedicated cinema room, 
but unsure what to do 
with it beyond the kit? 
Get some tips at this 
three-day event at 
London's Earl's Court 


Up 

Pixar continues its 
winning run with this 
sensational CG'toon 
about a 78-year old man 
on a journey to see the 
wilds of South America, 
Four months after it 
struck US box office gold, 
you can finally see it at 
UK cinemas today 


Pontypool 

Stephen McHattie takes 
top-billing in this 
impressive low-budget 
psychological thriller 
about the staff at a local 
radio station who leam 
that a deadly virus is 
raging on the streets 
outside. At UK cinemas 
this Friday 


Sound & Vision 
Manchester 2009 


Manchester's 
Renaissance Hotel is 
home to this two-day 
event that gives the 
public a chance to meet 
AV manufacturers and 
see and hear the latest 
cutting-edge AV kit 

Sp 


The UK's leading expo for 
the const ruction industry 
will once again be a 
hotbed of smartbome 
tech, alongside more 
traditional building and 
refurbishment products, 
materials and equipment 


Surrogates 


Bruce Willis stars in this 
sc i-f i m u rder mystery, set 
In a world where people 
stay isolated at home, 
and interact only through 
surrogate robot 
bodies. Opens at 
cinemas across the 
UK from today 
5urrogate5movie.com 
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We are moving to BIGGER & better premises 








mkU 


SAMSUNG 


SONY 


Seven Kings Showroom 

543-549 High Road, Seven Kings, 
Ilford, Essex IG11TZ. 


The Best Prices & Service 

Our prices, are competitive all year 
round. In the unlikely event you find 
the same product cheaper give us 
a call. 

Finance Available 

Buy Now Pay Later and Classic Credit 
available for online purchases only. 

Dedicated Service Team 

Ensuring that after-sales service 
will be dealt with by our qualified 
engineers. 


CALL 020 0024 7744 


SONY 


SAMSUNG 


UE46B6000 Panasonic 


KDL-32V5S00U 


TH5QPZS0QB 


f 32" Full HD lOSOp LCD TV with Brauia 
Engine 3 

* 60000:1 Dynamic Contrast 
» HUMI X 4 

> Also available in 37", 40*. 46* & 52" 


* 46^ Full HD IQOHi lOSOp LED Crystal TV*” 

► Mega Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

► 4XHDMI 

► Also available in 32" a 40" 


► 50“ Full HD lOSOp Viera PlaSmaTV 

i H DM I 4/SO Card Slot 

► Viera Unit 


£1149.00 


£899.00 


WITH FREE 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY* 


WITH FREE 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY* 


1 

BD-P1600 


SONY 


SAMSUNG 


• lq 


n dp Sbbon 


.171 ! 7700 


* BFu^ray Oise Player 

*■ Fuk High definition 1030p RcSolutior 
t HE>Mi 


t BSu-ray Disc'” Player 

i lOBOp Full HD Picture Quatiiy 
* 7.1 Channel HD Audio 


► 37 Fu I! HD 1,030 LCD TV with Fre eSat 

► 30000:1 Dynamic Contrast FLatio 
* 3 K HDK4I 

i Also available in 31*. 37* fi 47" 


£219.00 


£128.00 


£559.00 


WITH FREE 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY* 


PHILIPS 


32PFL74Q4 


PDPLX5090 


► 32 Full HD lOSOp Digital TV 

t 30000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 
* 4 X HDMI 

» Also available in 42". 4? v & 52" 


► W ho Ready loaop KURD Plasma 

► Extra me Contrast Ratio 


£549.00 


£2079.00 


WITH FREE 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY* 


WITH FREE 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY* 


Protect Your Product 

For total peace of mind a 3 or S year 
covens available on most products. 
Accidental damage is also included 
with Domestic & General. 

Authorised Dealer 

RGB is a fully authorised main dealer. 

Corporate St Official Orders 

We welcome corporate, government, 
educational and bulk orders. Call us 
for further details. 

Next Day Delivery / Installations 

Call us for further details. 

Affiliations 

Members of CIH (Euronics Group) 
with a buying power of over half a 
billion pounds. We are also members 
of Retra (Radio, Electrical & Television 
Retailers' Association). 


Ilford Showroom 

203 Ilford Lane, Ilford, 
Essex IG12RU 
Tel: 020 8924 7744 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 6pm 
and Sunday 10.30am - 4,30pm 
(Free parking in surrounding roads) 


Loughton Showroom 

121 Roding Road, Loughton, 
Essex IG10 3BS. 

Tel: 020 8508 3399 

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.45pm, 
Closed Tuesdays. 

(Customer Car F^rkat rear) 


rgbHI 

e/ectr/ca/ superstore 











































22 TAD REFERENCE ONE-* £50,000 PER PAIR -* www.pioneer.co.uk 



Adam Rayner quests to hear one of the world's 
rarest, largest and most acclaimed loudspeakers 


A ny quest for audio perfection should 
ultimately bring you to within listening 
distance of TAD Loudspeakers. The brand, 
which since the 1970s has been a subsidiary 
of Pioneer, is arguably the most respected of 
all the sonic super-brands, but it’s also the 
one Least heard - given that a pair of Reference 
One floorstanders will set you back around 
£50K, it’s perhaps not surprising that TAD 
(Technical Audio Devices) rareLy graces the 
pages of the popuLar press. 

The native habitat of the TAD speaker is 
typicalLy the high-end recording studio, but 
over the past few years Pioneer has been craftily 
squeezing TAD s design expertise and sensibilities 
into a range of other products: its EX Series of 


high-end speakers (featured in HCC #170) and a 
range of high-performance in-walL speakers for 
the custom theatre crowd (ditto HCC #172). 

Time then to track down the original Big 
Taddies. My mission for this, HCCs Big Issue, 
was clear: get first-hand experience of TAD’s 
monstrous Reference Ones and report back,. 

Reassuringly expensive 

The Reference Ones are the brainchiLd of Andrew 
Jones, Pioneer's director of speaker engineering. 
They haiL from Japan (for more see overLeaf) 
and use beryllium, a costLy material, to make 
what Pioneer calls a CST or Coherent Source 
Transducer, which uses a 35mm tweeter dome 
at the centre and a 6,25in midbass cone around it. 
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-* Specifications 

Drive Units: 2 x lOin low-frequency 
drivers made from tri-laminate 
a ram id fibre/foamed acrylic: 

1 x one 6.25an mid-bass with 
1 x 35mm tweeter concentrically 
mounted in CST Coherent 
Source Transducer 
Enclosure: Three-way front-ported 
Frequency Response; 2 5 Hz-20 kHz 
+/-3dB; 21Hz-100kHz -lOdB 
Sensitivity: 9QdB (2,83V @ lm) 
Maximum Sound Pressure Level: 

115dB 

Dimensions: 554(w) x 1293(h) x 

690(d)mm 

Weight: 150kg 

Connections; Two sets of knurled 
gold-plated binding posts 


Hand made: Attention to 
detail on the Reference One 
is outstanding. Every aspect 
of the build is handcrafted 



Rock of ages: Tony Hickmott 
(left) and Ray Staff (right) take 
a break from mastering 
Motor head at AIR studios on 
a pair of TAD RIs 


Gach enclosure also features two very high- 
quality lOin bass drivers, crafted from a 
composite of woven aramid fibres and 
a foamed acrylic material, to form a light yet rigid 
piston, This can drive bass down to a port- 
assisted in-room level of 21Hz - which is pretty 
deep. The CST devices go up to 10 Ok Hz as 
well, so 'full range' takes on a new meaning: 
bats to blue whales? 

My search for the TAD R1 eventually led me to 
London’s prestigious AIR Studios, which recently 
took delivery of a pair. Consequently, I found 
myself in a room with what at first glance 
appeared to be two grunters playing with a hi-fi. 

In actuality I had chanced upon Tony Hickmott. 
from Pure Pleasure Records, working with 
AIR Studios’ Ray Staff, a legendary mastering 
engineer. The duo were preparing an audiophile 
vinyl release of Motorhead’s classic 79/6, the 
early-1990s studio album from the British rockers, 
and now widely regarded as a genre classic. 

Of course, to master a recording, you do need 
to be able to hear it in true reference grade 
conditions. This is where the TAD's come in. 
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The boys may have been mastering hard metal 
mayhem, but they all had to take time out from 
lemmy and Co. while I treated myself to a little 
slice of AdeLe. I was on a mission after all... 


Monolithic: 

Each TAD Reference One 
weighs 150kg - which is 23 
stone in old money 


Big noise 

The level of purity and utter beauty delivered by 
the Reference Ones was similar to something 
I had recently experienced in front of a set of 
room-EQ’d Steinways (see HCC #170) but the 
immediacy here was incredibLe. Whereas the scale 
of the Steinways was as big as the temple at Abu 
Simbel, this TAD R1 set was more... human. The 
illusion of having the cute and cuddly Adele sat 
right before me on a high stool, emoting into one 
of those huge valve microphones, was perfect. 

The room appeared to melt away. The reality is 
that no matter how naturally-gifted your vocal 
chords may be, the noise they make will be 
recorded no more finely than the studio’s own 



speaker monitors can manage. No wonder these 
TAD R1 models are the speakers of choice for the 
music business aristocracy, 

1 listened and i yearned. Of course, Adele had 
to give way to the thunderous assault of Wurzel, 
Phil Campbell and PhiLthy Animal while Lemmy 
barked before me: And I marched and I fought 
and I bled and I died/ It was as if the band was 
performing Live before me. T’was brilliant. 

The tragedy is that so few wilL actually ever get 
to hear these Reference Ones in anger. The sound 
they make is a cogent argument for large-scale 
hi-fidelity, but sadly it comes with a frightening 
price tag. Their finish is absolutely exquisite, with 
yard-deep lustre and lines that are almost enough 
to make you rob your local Post Office in order 
to afford them. 

Funny enough, when my photographer on this 
job was bragging later to some contacts about the 
kit he’d just snapped, before they knew what had 
been going on., one had said: ‘So, not the sort of 
thing you’d listen to Motdrhead on then, eh? 1 

How wrong he was. These TADs are the Ace of 
Spades - absolutely, unassailable legendary 


Legend 

treks to the farmlands 
of Japan to see where TAD 
speakers come to life 

The TAD RVsare made at Pioneer's remote 
Tohoku plant in rural Tendo, Japan, But even 
though speakers have been coming off the 
production line since 1966 t virtually no media 
has been invited to tour the facility. Determined 
to learn more about Pioneer's elusive mega¬ 
speakers, HCC eventually secured exclusive 
access. Within its gates we found a smaLL team 
dedicated to making these gargantuan boxes. 

Indeed, the speakers themselves are crafted by 
a mere handful of workers some of whom been 



wrapping the same voice coils and assembling 
the beryllium drivers for more than 20 years. 
This is a specialised job, 1 said Takashi Suzikk 
the speaker division’s G!VL ‘Even inside Pioneer, 
very few know how to make these speakers/ 

Mie Suzuki, who has been assembling and 
testing TAD speakers since the early 1990s, 
expLains: ‘A single operator conducts the 
assembly of each unit one by one, from start to 
finish. While there is a fair amount of stress and 
responsibility, the job is worthwhile.' I dare say 
that professional sound engineers around the 
world would tend to agree. 

Actually, the TAD production line is just a 
smalL part of the Tohoku operation* Elsewhere 
In the facility, speakers are produced for 
Pioneer's Carrozeria in-car brand, while R&D 
teams scrutinize everything from OEL displays 
to the latest innovations in mechatronics. And 
somehow fittingly, the influence of the past still 
impacts on the brand's forward-thinking tech; 
close to the plant is the Tohoku Pioneer 
Museum of Automatic Music Instruments, 
an impressive, extensive collection of antique 
music boxes dating from the 19th century. 

A passion of Pioneer's founder Nozomu 
Matsumoto, these are masterpieces of intricate 
engi neering - just like the TAD R1 s. 
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makers 


Mie Suzuki has 
been making 
TAD speakers for 
over a decade. 
She's part of 
a small team 
responsible for 
some of the 
world's biggest 
hi-fi kit 




Here the voice coil 

- an aluminium ribbon wire 
insulated in alumife film 

- is attached to a TD-20Q1 
high-frequency driver. 

The ribbon is hand-wound 
onto a bobbin formed from 
a high-polymer compound 
that's heat resistance up to 
400°C, providing a tolerance 
for high-energy input levels. 

After attaching the voice 
coil to the bobbin, any 
excess glue is carefully 
wiped away... 

Here, a voice coil wire is 
soldered to the lead wire on 
a TAD TL-1603 low frequency 
speaker. The TL-1603 is 
designed to work with a 
maximum input of 5QQW. 

A pure beryllium 
diaphragm is used to make 
the TD-2001 driver. It's 
designed to give an 
extremely flat frequency 
response with outstanding 
transient response and 
high-fidelity imaging. Here, 
the voice coil assembly goes 
through final adjustment. 



Every component in a TAD 
Reference One speaker has 
been optimised for 
performance, making the 
models a favourite of sound 
engineers worldwide. 

A voice coil is attached 
to a TD-4Q01 rear 
-compression driver 
and cleaned. One of the 
world's most lauded speaker 
designs, it can deliver 
stunning audio clarity. 
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MEDIA PLAYERS 



Set your 



ia free! 


Martin Pi 


auditions six powerful AV media 
applications that make browsing, playing and 



sharing your sound and vision files a whizz 


oday’s home computers have oodles of AV 
potential. TV time shifting, DVD/Blu-ray/ 
audio playback and high-performance 
gaming are all relatively accessible. And alL PCs 
have access to internet radio and numerous 
i Player-type video-on-demand (VOD) services. 
Yet the PC is still rarely regarded as an essential 
bit of home cinema kit - much of its lack of 
impact is down to failures in general usability. 
The good news is that a new generation of 
media players and organisers are threatening 
to change everything. 

Designed to locate, organise and play nearly 
every file format you have, these packages 
effectively reinvent the role of the PC in AV. 

If you have a home network (wired or 
wi-fi) that connects PCs to 
games consoles, NAS 


boxes and other networkable gear (including 
many AVRs and even TVs), then content can be 
streamed from one to all. In other words, your 
beloved pics, tunes or videos can be easily 
experienced in the kitchen, bedroom, lounge 
or anywhere else in the home. 

But with so much choice, which solutions 
- many of them available for free - should 
you download first? HCC takes a look at 
the best (and worst) media packages 
currently available.,. 









28 SET YOUR MEDIA FREE! 




Free view on PC: With a TV 
tuner, WMC can double 
as a full PVR 


Jargon 


1 


Flummoxed by PC 
prose - have no fear! 


FTP 

File Transfer Protocol 
Allows you to move massive 
computer files via the ‘net 


uPnP 

Universal Plug and Play. 
Normally, it's a pig to set up file 
sharing between different 
devices. uPnP compliance helps 


SMTP 

Simple Mail Transfer Protocol. 
Basically, the digital pixie dust 
that allows you to send emails 


5MB 

Server Message Block. 

A protocol that allows different 
software applications to access 
the same printers, files and stuff 


OEM 

Original Equipment 
Manufacturer. Kit that's made 
by one company and then 
re-badged by another 


DRM 

Digital Rights Management. 
Originally implemented as an 
anti-piracy measure, DRM is not 
only the bane of the illegal 
download community, it also 
hampers network sharing 


DLNA 

Digital living Network Alliance. 
A bunch of manufacturers sat 
around a table and actually 
agreed on something fora 
change - DLNA-complianee 



Windows Media Center 

Cost: included with £65 Home Premium Edition 
of Vista. £95 forXP version (if bought with 
hardware) from PC vendors 
www.microsoft.com. Use for: Windows XP/Vista 

Built into Vista Home Premium and Windows 7 
(but also available as an OEM package for XP), 
Windows Media Center is a powerf uL TV and 
media playback tool that can handle photos, 
DVDs, online/networked content, AV playback 
and analogue/digital radio and TV. Content can 
be streamed over a network to a Media Center 
Extender, the best-known example of this being 
Microsoft's own Xbox 360 console - these employ 
the same slick and friendly GUI for media 
selection as WMC itself. 

TV timeshiffing and recording are offered - in 
that way, it’s unique among the apps on trial here. 
Handy, too, that the 14-day Microsoft EPG will 
automatically record entire series. 

Installation is wizard-driven. Up to two tuners 
are supported, which naturally allows you to 
view one channel whilst recording another. 
Although WMC only natively supports DTT in 
the UK, some digital satellite tuner cards are 
supplied with software 'fixes'. An alternative is 
to specify an external set-top box, which can be 
remote-controlled via a USB infra-red dongle. 
Many DTT tuner cards have the necessary 
anaLogue input; use S-video if at all possible. 

Thanks to a polished layout, WMC is easy to 
use, and your files can be sensibly organised, too. 
Playback (which can be full-screen, with aspect 
ratio preserved) is of a high standard. As Long as 
the relevant codecs (together with the freeware 
program HaaLi Media Splitter) are installed, you 
can view a wide variety of material. As far as using 
different codecs are concerned, the multi-talented 
Tfdshow tryouts’ is a good starting point. The onLy 
obvious weak point of WMC is that Microsoft 
insists on using a non-standard proprietary file 
format (dvr-ms) for recording - thankfully, some 
DVD authoring programs (such as TPMG DVD 
Author) can handle these, so you can convert 
them to more common file types. 


TwonkyMedia 

Cost: 30€ (Free 30-day trial can be downloaded 

from website) 

www. two n ky m ed i a.co m 

Use for: Windows XP/Vista, MacQS, 

Linux (server only) 

Available for Windows, Mac and Linux, this 
commercial package consists of two main 
elements-TwonkyMedia Manager and 
TwonkyMedia Server. The first is used to organise 
stuff, while the second is a server that goes 
beyond basic uPnP/DLNA, while retaining some 
backwards-compatibility. ItaLLowsanymediain 
your Library (including non-DRM iTunes content) 
to be accessed by other networked players. 

TwonkyMedia’s player appears in the Manager 
alongside any detected uPnP/DLNA clients. 

Using it is very simple - double-click on a file 
in the library and it opens up, with a series of 
basic transport controls. The range of compatible 
formats depends on the codecs you’ve installed, 
but DVD playback isn’t supported. A full-screen 
mode is available. 

Twonky will act as a uPnP/DLNA client, so 
you can experience media stored elsewhere 
on your network. You can select the files for 
playback directly, or drag and drop selected 
ones into a playlist. Once compiled, this can be 
dragged and dropped onto any available player. 
Great for parties, in other words, although 
playLists aren’t restricted to just audio. You can 
also drag individual songs/albums or video clips 
onto a player. 

Tempting though this functionality is, you need 
a device that can be specificaLLy controlled by 
Twonky MediaManager, At a pinch, this could be 
another PC running the software, I had two PCs 
running TwonkyMedia Manager on the same 
network, and found that a playlist of media 
created on one machine could indeed be ’pushed' 
to the other. Very cooL. However, Twonky proved 
somewhat unreliable and resource-hungry in use. > 




Twonky Media Manager gets serious: Basic 
system settings can be set (top) while file¬ 
browsing otters multiple search options 


V 
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www.onkyoxo.uk 



[peeeoooow!!] 

Great games need great sound effects. You're never going to be 
prepared for the 'Call Of Duty’ or gain that 'Medal Of Honour' 
until you immerse yourself in surround-sound. We've built 
gaming modes into our whole range of A/V Receivers, which is 
why, with Qnkyo’s surround-sound your gaming experience will 
be taken to the next level. 

Game pi ay, taken seriously. 
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Also 

consider... 


Other‘no-cost’media 
player/server options 


if your computer is running 
Windows XP or Vista, it's we LI 
worth investing some time with 
Windows Media Player 11. This 
free software has strong 
support for different media 
types (including DVDs}; library 
organisation of yourfiles; and 
CD ripping facilities. You also get 
a decent uPnP server that will 
deal out any photos, audio or 
video to networked media 
players and other Outers, plus 
various plugins that change the 
GUI appearance (skins) and add 
compatibility with various audio 
and video codecs (including 
H,264 and DivX/XViD). If you 
don’t want the newer version 
and use XP, search Google for 
the free Windows Media 
Connect uPnP server 
(wmcsetup_en.exe, 6.45MB file 
size). Unfortunately, it no longer 
appears to be available on 
Microsoft’s website. 

Mac users will probably already 
be running iTunes 8 f a free 
download (www.apple.com/ 
itunes) that’s also available for 
Windows. A natural partner for 
the iPod, it’s obviously biased 
towards audio, although video 
isn't forgotten. It boasts a CD 
ripper/burner; a powerful media 
library; Apple’s Genius 
technology for automatic 
generation of complementary 
music playlists; and neat 
dovetailing with the iTunes store. 
Server functionality is limited; 
any media dents or computers 
on your network must have 
native iTunes support. 

If you have a file that no other 
media player can cope with, 
have a shufti at the VLC media 
player. This excellent free 
download {www.videolan.org} 
is available for a multitude of 
platforms including Windows, 
MacOS and Linux. 


TVersity 

Cost: Free (Pro version €30) 
www.tversity.com 

Use for: Windows XP/200 0/20 03/Vista 

TVersity’s primary role is that of a uPnP media 
server, as opposed to a media player. However, 
it has some interesting tricks up its sleeve - in 
addition to remote access, it will transcode any 
media in your library if any of the players don’t 
support them. 

You can choose devices manually but the 
auto-detecf function is recommended, and very 
useful for devices with limited codec support. 
Everyday use is easy. Go to the library tab and add 
files - audio, photos and video (standard/hi-def) 
are all catered for. To play Library content double¬ 
click on it, and it opens up in a web browser. This 
takes a while, but the only alternative is to use a 
FLash web interface for previewing media. Yet this 
greedily snaps up system resources, especially if 
you’re playing video, because real-time 




TVersity tech: TVersity is unusual in being 
able to transcode formats on the fly (top), but 
content can be easily added to its library 

transcoding (into flv) has to take place! 

If TVersity cannot integrate a media pLayer, it 
should instead directly pass the file to a pLayer 
that's specified in the program’s settings - 
hopefully, this wilt be added in future. However 
Microsoft's WMC, if available, can access your 
TVersity Library. Another feature that TVersity's 
developers shouLd consider is the background 
transcoding of entire incompatible files 
(as opposed to cached bits and pieces) at 
high quality. 

Some current features, notably the ability to 
stream premium online content, require the €30 
Pro version. Whether this is worth bothering with 
Is debatable; due to copyright restrictions, little 
such content would be available in the UK. 
However, some online media - YouTube, Flickr, 
RSS newsfeeds and net radio - Is accessible in the 
standard version. In short, TVersity is an excellent 
media server, but a mediocre media player. 




XBMC: The graphical user interface offers 
access to Apple's movie trailers in HD (top), 
and makes browsing media a breeze 

XBMC Media Center 

Cost: Free 
www.xbmc.org 

Use for: MacOS, Apple TV, Windows XP/Vista 
and Linux 

It may have started life on the modified Xbox, 
but XBMC Media Center has since been ported 
to other platforms. The Windows version proved 
easy to instalL - no hardware hackery required 
here, its default mode is full-screen, which is 
better for video playback; there is however also 
a resizeable 'windowed’ mode. When started, the 
program gives you a beautifully designed main 
menu from which various options are available. 
These incLude playback of video, audio and 
pictures - basicalLy, you use the 'add source’ 
feature to specify the foLders or servers (SMB/ 
UPnP/iTunes share) where your content resides. 

There’s also a weather dispLay option, and 
'scripts’. This latter is particularly cLever, as it 
allows new services (such as iTunes movie trailers, 
YouTube and BBC iPlayer) and features to be 
added. In the final settings option, you can 
configure the onboard uPnP server (it can stream 
media to networked players and other PCs). 

In use, XBMC is smooth and reliable. It behaves 
so much like a consumer-electronics product that 
you forget it’s running under Windows. Video and 
music look and sound great, and on top of this 


Multiple views: The XBMC offers wide video 
file format compatibility 



v 
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XBMC is compatible with hi-def content 

- including x.264 .mkv files. The team responsible 
for XBMC should be congratulated for their 
well-considered efforts. Free it may be, but XBMC 
is superior to many commercial products, 

XBMC Media Center (XBox version) 

Cost: Free (second-hand Xbox £10 upwards) 
Available from: Search the 'net for Xbox 'binaries'. 
For legal reasons, they're not hosted on xbmc.org. 
Use for: Xbox (original model, not 360) 

If you search the internet, you’ll find a version of 
XBMC that will install on the original Xbox. The 
end result is a media player that’s more advanced 
than many of its rivals units, despite the miniscule 
outlay. It can play media from folders shared on 
the network, uPnP servers, the local hard drive or 
CD/DVD-ROM drive. Although file/codec support 
is wide - multiregion DVD and CDs too - the Xbox 
version cannot pLay high-definition video, even 
with imported component-output kit. This is 
because the originaL Xbox design simply lacks the 
necessary processing power. 

Getting XBMC on this venerable console isn’t 
easy, though. Ideally, you would install a ‘modchip’ 

- a device that increases the flexibility of an Xbox 
considerably - and then FTP across the XBMC 
installation files from a PC. Flowever, non- 
modchip alternatives are available. One, hot- 
swapping, involves disconnecting the Xbox HDD 
while the system is running. Another, which 
doesn't require disassembly, exploits a security 
loophole that exists in a handful of Xbox games 
together with a device known as Action Replay. 

Fiassle all around, but the results are worth it. 
With a modchipped Xbox, the latest (beta) XBMC 
delivered excellent picture and sound quality 
coupled with a superb user interface. The 
visualisation display associated with audio 
playback takes impressive advantage of the 
console's nVidia graphics chipset. Quite an 
achievement for what is ageing hardware. I 
experienced a handful of annoyances, though. 

Photo replay wouldn’t 
work, and I couldn’t get 
DTS bitstreams out 
of the unit. 


Visual flair; Using 
a modeled Xbox for 
audio replay is 
surprisingly 
satisfying 





Boxee 

Cost: Free 

Available from: boxee.tv 
Use for: MacOS, Linux, 

Windows (XP/Vista/7) Apple TV 
(via USB patch) 


You’ve tried social networking 
sites like Face book and My Space. 
How about a sociaL media centre? 
Yep, with Boxee you can share 
what you're watching with other 
users, and it’s possible to view and 
recommend content. 

The platform - which has at its 
core a version of XBMC - requires 
you to sign up before downloading 
the software. This identifies you, 
thereby enabling the social¬ 
networking features. An integrated 
BitTorrent client speeds up 
downloading of LegaL content. You 



can even use an iPod Touch/iPhone as a remote 
handset (a similar plugin is available for XBMC). 
Boxee's future plans even incLude a dedicated 
set-top box. 

The Boxee user interface has a similar organic 
feel to XBMC, You can play locally-stored or 
networked video, audio or photos, and the wide 
range of supported codecs will be familiar to 
XBMC users, uPnPand SMB network shares are 
catered for, as are CDs and DVDs. Multichannel 
audio can be passed to an AV system via a digital 
output, should your PC/soundcard have one. 

Like XBMC, Boxee supports plugins. One of 
Boxee's killer apps is its provision for on-line 
content, although much of this is unavailable in 
Blighty for copyright reasons, You’Ll also need 
a fast machine to take full advantage of Boxee; 
XBMC is less resource-hungry, LocalLy networked 
and HDD-stored video fared well, although some 
of the 'net content looked ropey when upscaled to 
fulLscreen - the effect is worse if you’ve connected 
your PC to a large-screen TV. Overall, though, 
Boxee is an interesting proposition that deserves 
to succeed. It's worth keeping an eye on. 


Boxed out; Boxee allows 
access to multiple internet 
TV services, provided you 
live in the right place - UK 
viewers have no access to 
the prime content Ctop), 
The main GUI is also a tad 
unconventional, with its 
left-hand menu system 


> 



And the best media software is... 

There’s no doubt that when it comes to media servers/organisers/players, our 
undoubted favourite is XBMC. It provides an incredible amount of functionality, 
coupled with a superb user interface and excellent AV quality. TVersity is a 
worthwhile server, although its media playback functionality is at best primitive. 
Boxee is based on XBMC, and adds some interesting features at the expense of 
system resources. Sadly TwonkyMedia - the only one that has to be paid for, after 
the 30-day trial period - is too unreliable to earn a recommendation. It was hard 
on PC resources and its manager component tended to lock up with alarming 
regularity, even when carrying out simple tasks like adding Library files to a playlist. 

The server would also crash frequently: disabling firewalls and shutting down 
unused applications had no effect. We hope that the bugs are sorted out before 
too long; in the meantime, we’ll keep an eye on newer versions as they're released. 

You could argue that Windows Media Center is also commercial software, but 
it comes bundled with some versions of Windows and as such is effectively free. 

If has its Limitations, but works well overall. If you aLready have it on your PC, why 
not investigate it further? If your games console of choice is the XBox 360, then 
you really have no excuse. This is because the console will act as a Media Center 
Extender, playing media files streamed from your PC over a network. But my bet is 
that you’ll soon come back to XBMC 
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32 PIXAR 



rates the king of 


:oons 


Pixel perfection 



T o date, Pixar Animation Studios has won 
22 Oscars, four Golden GLobes and three 
Grammys. Its first five feature films grossed 
over $2.5billion. Finding Nemo has grossed around 
$8QQmiUion alone, And critical acclaim has 
matched its financial success. Not bad for a 
company that makes cartoons. 

In essence, Pixar has replaced Disney. There 
was a time that a Disney animated movie was 
a major event, sending families to the cinema 
en masse for each and every release. But the 
corporation faltered in its ideas and quality 
control and failed to capitalise on The Lion King, 
its last great success. Up stepped computer 
animation specialists Pixar, which had been 
liberated from George Lucas’ grasp back in the 
80s by Apple’s Steve Jobs, and had started out 
designing and selling imaging computers. 

Therefore, when Toy Story was mooted by 
John Lasseter's small animation department, 
there were a fair few eyebrows raised, partly 
from the 2D animation community and partLy 
from the iPod impresario himself, who was 
about to pull the plug on the whole company: 
an entire movie? Made on computers? Tis 
witchcraft surely. 


However, in 1995, Toy Story was released (via 
a distribution deal with Disney), and subsequently 
went on to trouser $350million worldwide. And, 
much-publicised fall-out with (and latter buyout 
by) Disney along the way, there is now not a more 
consistent film production studio, in quality and 
earning potential, on the planet. 

Inspirational animators 

Not only has Pixar found a winning formula of 
sumptuous 3D visuals and intelligent, creative 
writing, it has also redefined the animated movie 
genre. Without John Lasseter (who, incidentally, 
is now also the chief creative officer at the Walt 
Disney Animation Studios) and his merry band, 
we wouldn't have Shrek , Ice Age „ Madagascar or 
any one of the other multitudes of excellent rival 
CG animated films. Indeed, we probably wouldn’t 
even have Henry SeLick’s stop-motion animated 
Coraline or the Wallace and Gromit feature film, 
as they’d probably never have gotten a cinematic 
re Lease if it wasn't for Pixar's success. 

So raise a glass to a plucky bunch of computer 
nerds who, quite frankly, changed the world of 
cinema forever. They made it cool to be a kid 
again. We salute you... 
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Quintessential Pixar. •• Creating an icon with Luxo Jr 

[ill 


Let there be Light 

This early short demonstrates 
Pixar's skill at injecting inanimati 
objects with life 


Oh balls! 


Bigger is better 


A star is born 


In this case, it's two lamps playing 
with a ball, Until the smaller one, 
Luxo Jr. deflates it by jumping on it 


Admonished by the larger lamp, Luxo 
Jr. runs off, only to return chasing an 
even larger ball across the desk... 


... leaving the larger lamp wondering 
what will happen next - which was 
Luxo Jr.'s adoption as a Pixar icon. 


Must own... 



WALL-E 


Buena Vista-* Region B BD 
£27 Approx 

Two robots fall in love and embark on 
the cutest, most la ugh-out-loud funny 
space odyssey you'll ever experience. 
Simply brilliant 
00 . 01 : It's hard to think of a 
contemporary live action film, let alone 
another cartoon, that would be brave 
enough to forgo dialogue for its entire 
first act 

33.44: The spectacular 8lu-ray visuals 
served up during Wali-E’s trip into space 
will leave you every bit as awe-struck as 
the little robot himself. 


Worth 



Ratatouille 


Buena Vista-* Region B BD 
£24 Approx 

Rats and restaurants shouldn't mix, but 
writer Brad Bird makes the idea seem 
positively charming. So even though 
itdid poor business in the stuffed-toy 
stakes, Ratatouffle is still vintage Pixar, 
mixing phenomenal animation and 
immersive audio with a witty, succulent 
script and energetic set pieces. 

09 , 36 : The escape from the old lady's 
cottage is a cacophony of gunshots and 
scurrying rats, ail immaculately 
rendered by an uncompressed PCM 5,1 
mix. A demo-worthy sequence. 



The Incredibles 


Buena Vista-*R2 Collector's 
Edition DVD -* £23 Approx 

After the commercial failure of The Iron 
Giant, writer/director Brad Bird jumped 
aboard the Pixar train for this 
sensational superhero story packed 
with Loving references to the Likes of 
The Fantastic Four and Watchmen. 
30.34: The jungle chase delivers AV 
thrills ‘n 1 spills - but we want a Blu-rayl 
93 , 05 : High drama, epic action, 
inventive use of super-powers and 
plenty of laughs - The incredibles 
delivers the kind of finale that most 
superhero films can only dream of. 


• • • 



Monsters, Inc. 

Buena Vista-* All-Reg ion BD 
£24 Approx 

Scared of the monsters under your 
bed? Don't be - if they 1 re anything Like 
the loveable scream-collectors Mike 
and Sully, in this cracking CG toon that 
made headlines for its accurate 
computer-rendered fur. 

04 . 57 : The first look at Sully in 108Qp 
is a real stunner - check out the 
incredible detailing, picking out each 
strand of his blue and purple fur. 
23.08: Monsters Inc 's biggest laughs 
come as Sully confronts every monster's 
worst nightmare- a cute little girl! 



Toy Story 2 

Buena Vista-* R2 Collector's 
Edition DVD -*£20 Approx 

Pixar rejuvenated the animated 
feature film genre with Toy Story in 
1995. Four years later it delivered 
asequeLthat bettered the original 
in every way imaginable. 

01.11: The film kicks off with a 
stunning action sequence, with Buzz 
Lightyear flying through spaceand 
taking on Emperor Zurg’s minions, 
35 . 53 ; Just crossing a road is a 
massive adventure for Buzz and the 
other toys, and the DD 5.1 EX 
soundtrack ramps up the thrills. 



Finding Nemo 

Buena Vista-* R2 Collector's 
Edition DVD ■* £20 Approx 

Hailed by many as Pixar's best film, 
Finding Nemo ’s touching, funny and 
dramatic tale of a clownfish searching 
for his lost son. 

02.47: Finding Nemo begins with 
a sequence that almost pips the death 
of Bambfs mum in the emotionally 
scar-you r-chi Ld-fo r-Life B stakes, 

56 . 37 ; As good as the an amorphic 
1,78:1 transfer looks, the native 
resolution of the DVD results in 
occasional aliasing, as seen on the edge 
of the seagulls' wings in this shot. 


Avoid... 




A Bug’s Life 

Buena Vista-*ALL-region BD (US 
lmport)-*£20 Approx 

The Seven Samurai gets an insect 
makeover in this tale of an ant looking 
to save his colony from food-stealing 
grasshoppers. Great voice cast, excellent 
gags and stunning animation make this 
a joy to watch. 

77 . 29 ; This close-up of Hopper's 
leering face is packed with incredible 
detailing and fine textures. BD gold! 
81.22: The rainfall arrives, bringing 
with it a DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio 
experience that feels like Pixar's answer 
to ...Private Ryan's beach sequence. 


Cars 

Buena Vista-* ALL-Reg ion BD 
£24 Approx 

Pixar made an unusual wrong turn with 
this lacklustre toon about a hotshot 
racecartrapped in smalltown America, 
The story is obvious and the gags are 
rusty. On the plus side, kids loved it and 
it sold heaps of toys. A sequeL beckons, 
01.54: The opening race is a real AV 
thrill ride, packing in sensational hi-def 
visuals and a raucous Dolby TrueHD 
5.1 soundtrack. 

76 , 49 ; Old-timer Doc relives his glory 
years and shows us all the art of drifting 
on a dirt track. 
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Teufel System 5 THX Select 2 

THE FIRST SURROUND SET WORLDWIDE 



CERTIFIED WITH THE THX SELECT 2 LICENCE 


> Three front, flat-diaphragm loudspeakers 
- no phase shifts, less distortion, no cen¬ 
tralized sound - simply brilliant sound I 


- > Comes standard with two subwoofers 
- with enormous long-stroke ability 
thanks to THX Select 2 1 



NEW! 


TEUFEL SYSTEM 5 THX SELECT 2 


» The first surround set worldwide 
with the THX Select 2 certificate 

» Home cinema sound and music 
playback-taken to a new level 

» Front speakers with high tech 
flat diaphragms and a textile 
dome tweeter 

» Three-way dipole loudspeakers 
with double woofers for authentic 
film enjoyment 

» Two subwoofers with 300 mm bass 
for a 105 dB sound pressure by 
25 Hz (- 3 dB) - THX Select 2 licence 

Stereoplay 06/2009: 

„Perfect for concert clippings and action films* 

^Converted price-Internet orders calculated in Eunosincl.VAT 


ORDER NOW! 
SAVE 10% 


Complete set price 

£ 


1366 


7 good reasons 
for Teufel speakers 


» Top-quality- best-in-test all across 
Europe 

» Developed in our own sound lab in Berlin 
» 30 years of experience 
» Unbeatable value for money 
» Excellent service plus an 8-week 
money-back guarantee 
» isyears warranty on speakers, 

2 years on electronic parts 
» Only available from Teufel direct 


Thx 


$ E L E C T 2_ 



SYSTEM 9 THX ULTRA 2 SYSTEM 4 


Teufel proudly presents: 

The best THX system of all time! 

» Perfect THX sound 
» Advanced flat core technology 
» 1200 watt subwoofer 
» Dipole speakers with 8 chassis 
» For rooms up to 100 sqm 


Home cinema set with ultra¬ 
compact design 

> > Extre mely com pact fro nt s pea kers 

in THX inspired horizontal format 
» Dipole speakers for the rear zone 
available 

» 350 watt su bwoofer with 250 mm 
chassis 

> > Perfect for rooms u p to 35 sq m 
» The best sound from the smallest 

speakers 


0 


CLICK: TEUFEL.EU/UK 



CALL:0049-30-30093039 


COLUMA 900 

With an emphasis on design and sound, 
this top-quality surround set delivers 
fantastic sound quality at the upper¬ 
most of HiFi levels 

» Satellites with a complex 2.5-way 
system, distributing a high-powered 
yet round sound, 

» Columns in an ultra-flat profile-only 
8.3 cm deep 

» Extremely flat 250 watt subwoofer 
for excellent bass performance 


Teufel 
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-»Smarthome highlights NAIM High-end DAC to turn your MP3s into 
audiophile analogue WHARFSiDE Cinema seating made simple LOEWE Install-friendly 52in 
Mediacenter TV THE BIG PICTURE Transforming a garage into a dedicated home cinema room 
CERTIFIED AV-HOLIC! An HCC reader guides you through his home cinema setup 





Going for gold 


Former Olympic athlete Iwan Thomas 
has caught the home cinema bug. Take a 
tour of his install on p38 
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36 THX TRAINING -> HIGH-END IPOD CONVERSION 


Pro training for THX-heads 

THX is still key to great home cinema, and installers know it... 


THX has got the sort of home cinema reputation 
most organisations can only dream of - and the 
Lucasfilms-launched organisation is a big fish in 
the Custom Install world, too. 

As reported back in HCC #171, THX recently 
made a triumphant return to the UK custom install 
trade when it held its world-famous Professional 
Home Theater 1 (PHT) certification course 
alongside the UK’sCEDIA Expo exhibition. This 
was the first time THX had trained installers in 
the UK for many years, so HCC jumped at the 
opportunity to catch-up with John Dahl, Senior 
Fellow Director of THX, and director of THX’s 
training and education. 

Hard master 

Dahl has specialised in audio and acousticsfor 
over 20 years, and is welL versed in the history of 
THX, The organisation split from Lucasfilmn back 
in 2002, but its standards are still rigorously 
observed: around 7000 cinemas worldwide have 
been de-cert if ied for ‘un satisfactory performance'. 

‘As far as the THX education operation goes, 
we don’t really favour any particular AV brand, 1 
John explained to HCC, What we are more 
concerned about is how it is handled to make 
a good installation: personal skill can't be 
purchased over the internet. 

‘With THX training the installer can Look the 
client in the eye and tell him or her that they are 
going to get a good result, and that it’s going to 
be worth the money paid for the job.' 

John beLieves that design, installation and 
calibration remain the key factors for delivering 
a weLL-installed system, and this is ‘exactly what 
THX certification can achieve.' 



The organisation's recent training event was 
attended by 39 Cl professionals, mostLy from the 
UK but with some travelling in from India, Finland 
and Hong Kong. 

The nine-hour Level 1 course covered all aspects 
of THX controL, which works independently of 
other brands and technologies, THX philosophy 
and actions focus on whether the entire system 
is producing a good or bad experience. 

Particular attention is paid to room calibration. 
Typically in the US, about $1,500 a visit is charged 
to consumers who require this service. 

Passing Level 1 entitles a company to use 
the Professional 1 THX Logo - but only next to the 
name of the individual who attended and passed 
the exam, not the whoLe company. Look for it 
amid HCC'sadvertisers. Level 2 training wilL be 
coming to the UK soon. 

For more on THX , go to www. thx.com , 




Testing times: THX control 
works independently of other 
brands and technologies 


The Apple of 
DAC’s eye 

if anything, hi-fi has 
become more (not 
less) important since 
the advent of the 
iPod, and it's 
interesting to see what is essentially 
considered a Low-end sound source 
getting so much hi-end love 
and attention. The new Naim DAC is 
the latest high-end kit flavoured with 
Apple, A high-performance, zero jitter, 
digital-toanalogue converter, it 
unusuaLly facilitates USB memory stick 
playback and fully authenticates digital 
connection from an iPhone or iPod. It’s 
also touted to be the first high-end DAC 
to be officially certified by Apple for the 
iPod. If you want to convert nasty digital 
signals into fluffy, real-world analogue, 
then £1,950 gets you Naim's baby 


Seat of 
your dreams 

How do you tell 
a professional 
installation from a 
home-built job? Easy 
- pro installs include 
genuine cinema seating. Okay, not 
strictly true. But if you are serious 
about investing in your own cinema 
you'll need to set aside cash for at least 
one authentic seat. Cue Wharfside's 
new range, which can be configured to 
suit the style and size of any home - 
in other words, they’re flexible. 

For those short on space, the seats 
can be connected via interlinking 
armrests - with the added bonus 
of built-in storage compartments 
in the arms. Prices vary from £900 
to £3,000 per seat, depending on 
design and specification. 


The pro’s choice 

Procella’s latest 

Ifri Loudspeakers have 

been designed with 
1 small or medium home 
cinemas in mind. The 
P6 satellites are the dinkier siblings 
of the renowned P8s, and have been 
designed with identical Voice 1 
compatibility, so you can use the P6s 
asyourrears,withP8satthefront if 
you wanted to. Only 135mm deep, 
the P6 boasts a 6,5in woofer for 
mid-and bass. 

Accompanying the P6s is the new 
P10 subwoofer. Itself only 180mm 
deep, it has two opposing lOin woofers 
and a top-of-the range 200WT200W 
ICE power amp. P6sare £950 each, 
and the P10 is £2,500, so you're looking 
at £7,500 for a 5.1 set-up. Distributed 
by www.pulsemarketing.com. 


Loewe machine 

Loews's Reference 
TV entertainment 
system (launched at 
the recent I FA 
tech-fest) upgrades 
its previous incarnation in ground¬ 
breaking fashion. Intended for 
installation by Loewe professionals, 
it combines a motorised 52in Full FID, 
200Hz LCD TV, Mediacenter, Assist 
Media remote control and Loewe's new, 
super-thin, electrostatic Reference 
Sound Standspeakers and subwoofer, 

A built-in DR+ hard-disk recorder 
boasts 500GB, while Mediacenter 
allows access to multimedia files 
and 'net radio; has an iPod/iPhone 
interface; and can play DVDs/CDs 
- as well as offering flexible multi¬ 
room upgrades.The ultimate aLL-in-one 
designer AV system? Quite possibly.,. 
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beautiful home cinema environments by pac 



» 


passionate about cinema 


pac are multi award winning home cinema specialists. 
We design and install beautiful home cinema environments 
just for you, making each one a work of art in its own right. 


London 

N21-The London 
Home Cinema Company 

020 S370 1625 

Watford - Prestige Audio 

01923 SOI 400 


SWA - SMC 

020 7319 1700 

SWA - Gibson 
Music Ltd 

020 7384 2270 


SW19 - Beyond 
the Invisible 

03450 94 93 95 

W5 - Audio Venue 

020 8567 8703 


South East 

Essex - T&T Automation 
(Europe] Ltd 

01255 342 331 

Essex - Custom 
Sight & Sound 

01992 574 343 


Herts - Audiofile 

01279 506 576 

Kent - Imagine 
this lUK] Ltd 

0845 680 6856 


North 

Lancs - Majik House 

01524 273 578 

West Yorkshire 
Finite Solutions Ltd 

0113 255 4765 


South West 

Dorset - Dawsons 
AV Home 

01202 764 965 


Mid Lands 

Lincolnshire 
Wired Developments 

OBOD 458 0SS5 


www.passionateaboutcinema.com 
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Going for gold 



Record-breaker Iwan Thomas 
gives Anion van Beek 

a tour of his new pro-install 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE NOVEMBER 2009 










INSTALL 39 


Room essentials 

A Champion’s choice 

No cinema room is complete 
without some ice-cold refreshments 
- hence this official Coca-Cola 
fridge lurking in the corner 


B Picture of perfection 

A Cosmopolitan electric projection 
screen from Da-Lite syncs up with 
the SI M2 HT300 projector to provide 
the bigscreen viewing 


N ot every professional home 
theatre installation is the 
result of months of planning. 
Sometimes fate just takes a more 
serendipitous turn and things come 
together out of the blue. Which is 



Kit Checklist 

HT300 Xtra-H projector 
Cosmopolitan electric 
projection screen 
Blu-ray player 
TX-NR906 AV receiver 
iPod dock 
5.] home cinema speaker 
package 

The Chord Company: Rumour 2 speaker 
cable; HDMI Silver Plus; Chameleon 
Silver Plus subwoofer cable 
Brick AV cabinet 
Ni Tendo Wii 
Xbox 360 
PlayStation 3 
37in LCD (lounge) 
Mini System (gym) 
iPod dock (gym) 
Sib speakers (gym) 



exactly what happened to Olympic 
athlete (and, don’t forget, Celebrity 
Master chef ru n n e r- u p) I wan Th om as, 
H lt was a bit strange the way it alt 
came about, 1 1 wan told HCC. I had a 
personaL appearance in Harrodsand 
a gentleman came up and said that 
one of his colleagues was an athlete 
and would like to say “hello”. It turned 
out to be Phil Hardaway [the UK 
Sales Manager of The Chord 
Company], We started talking, he 
explained what his company did, and 
I said it was a shame that I hadn't 
met him about a month ago as I had 
been having my house renovated!’ 

Despite that, Hardaway offered to 
come to Thomas’ property and see 
what could be done, and brought 
along Fraser Robertson of Focal JM 
Lab to help spec equipment. 

The former athlete s original idea 
was to do something with a lounge 
space upstairs that housed a 50in 
pLasma screen, perhaps by adding a 



decent surround system. But, because 
the ground floor contained an unused 
room that was now littLe more than 
a walk-through to the newly-built 
gym, Hardaway saw the potential for 
something better. 'He got quite excited 
and started talking to himself - l Qok 
you could do this... Ooh, you could do 
that, 1 says I wan. 'My relationship with 
technology isn't the best, so I asked 
him to explain, and before I knew it the 
whole cinema room came together. 

H lt was a great surprise, because 
I didn’t ever picture it. I suppose I 
didn’t have the know-how to imagine 
what you could do with the room ’ 


At the 1998 European 
Championships in Budapest 
(pictured right), Iwan won gold 
medals in the 400m and 4 x 400m 
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learning curve: Iwan admits it 
took a while to get used to using 
his new AV equipment but he's a 
whizz at it now: 'If I can use it, it s 
pretty much idiot-proof' 


Hardaway had the idea of 
installing a projector system in the 
room; indeed, a projector had been 
the last thing on Iwan’s mind, l l was 
concerned that it would be a bit 
grainy and not very good, because 
the only ones I've seen were in pubs 
and they never seem to have that 
great a picture! ’ However, after being 
shown what was possible with hi-def 
content, he was seduced by the idea 
of a more elaborate installation. 

Home hub 

While not part of the original plan for 
his refurbished house, the dedicated 
theatre is now Iwan's ‘favourite room 
in the house/ and getting a lot of use, 
Tve got my Sky+HD and 
everything rigged up to that room, 
plus my Xbox and Wii, 1 reveals the 
gold medal-winner. ‘So I don’t onLy 
watch films on the cinema screen 
- I'm forever watching football 
matches and other bits and pieces. 
As for movies, Iwan has been 
putting his HD system through its 
paces with films like the recent 
Ramho flick. 'Action-packed films 
seem to look really good on the 
big screen, 1 he says. 'And the sound 
as well. It was all very well before 
watching films upstairs, but now that 
I've got this amazing sound system, 
it rocks! The whole house shakes l 
It’s Literally as good as being in the 
cinema. So I'm forever buying new 
films, I just love watching them/ 

Iwan definitely seems to have 
been bitten by the home cinema bug. 
And he already has future pLans. 
There is another room upstairs 
where I've got a TV up on the waLl, 
but I've yet to have alLthe cables run 
through the walls. The cinema room 
is done so well, it's pointed out other 
things wrong in my house and I want 
to get them done!' 





C Power packed 

Onkyos 7.1-chan neL TX-NR906 
receiver is so imposing it only leaves 
room in this cabinet for the 
diminutive Nintendo Wii 

D Three’s company 

In order of descent: a Sky+HD box, 
Xbox 360, and Onkyo Blu-ray pLayer 

E Eyes ahead 

In the gym, this 37in Toshiba LCD 
provides some distraction when 
iwan is pounding the treadmill 

F Overhead smash 

The 400m runner wasn’t convinced 
by projectors until he was shown 
what SIM2 s s HT3G0 Xtra-H could do 
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Living Entertainment 



Award Winning Installations 
by Musical Images 

Musical Images is one of the UK’s 
leading retailers and installers of Home 
Entertainment, Automation, Lighting 
and Multiroom systems. Recognised 
with many major magazine and 
manufacturer awards, Musical Images 




Throughout our long history we’ve always 
recognised the importance of superb 
customer care and technical expertise. 
That’s why our customers know they 
can rely on us completely, whatever 
their needs and whatever their budget. 


To experience the world of difference 
an award winning Home Entertainment 
specialist can make, visit either of our 
branches today. 


These photos feature just a small 
selection of Musical Images' 
installation work over the past 20 years, 


www.musical-images.co.uk 


3 Time 

Award Winner 
Home Cingme 
Choice "Best 
Mglircom 
Installation' 


Beckenham Branch: 126 High Street, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 1ED Tel. 020 8663 3777 
Edgware Branch: 173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8 7JX Tel. 020 8952 5535 


Founder Member 

Intelligent Homes 
In Ihe Making 


Audio Visual Lifestyle Ltd L/a Musical Images. Please Call for opening lime details. E-mail: sales@musical-images.00.uk 
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- Kit Checklist 

Philips: Pronto touchscreen 
Screen Research: 80in wide multi-aspect 
electric screen 
JVC: HD3501080P three-chip projector 
The Big Picture: Custom-made 'invisible 1 
projector bracket 
Pioneer: SC-LX61 AVR 
Pioneer: BDP-LX71 Blu-ray player 
.r: PDP-506XDE plasma 
i he Big Picture: Custom-made 11TB 
quad-core media server 
Logitech: diNovo Edge wireless 
keyboard 

B&W: CWM LCRB centre speaker 
Velodyne: SPL-1200 Ultra subwoofer 
Lutron: Grafik Eye GRX3106 
Lutron: Accessory switches 
Sony: PlayStation 
B&W: DM602 loudspeakers 
Sky: Sky+HD 


The screen liits to reveal a Pioneer 
PDP-506XDE plasma TV 



T he owner of this startling 

CEDIA-nominated converted 
garage wanted ‘the uLtimate 
bigscreen home cinema solution 
suitable for use by three generations 
of one family’. Installer The Big 
Picture took up the challenge. 

The company's first idea was 
to give the bland garage space 
a defining feature. The soLution? 

A false chimney-breast that couLd 
also house the projector screen, 
plasma TV and centre speaker 
When it came to video, the 
installer and owner specced a JVC 
D-ILA 1080p projector with a 
multi-masking Screen Research 
electric drop-down screen. When 
alternating between 16:9 and 2.35:1 
movies, the screen masks to suit, 
avoiding grey bars at the top and 
bottom of the image, which can 
reduce the apparent contrast ratio. 

For audio, the owner's existing 
B&W speakers were integrated into 
the new system, although the centre 
was swapped out for a new in-wall 
B&W CWM 650. 

Other improvements include an 
upgrade to the existing lighting 
system, the creation of an Invisible’ 
bracket just beLlowing the ceiling for 
the projector, and the installation of 
a media PC, gigabit network switch 
and Cat-6 cabling to deliver super¬ 
fast broadband to the room. 

The owner describes this 
glammed-up garage as ‘a world class 
home cinema room with the wow 
factor. 1 And we can’t argue with that! < 


Room essentials 

A Focal point 

This chimney-breast was added 
to give the room some added 
visual flair - and to hide the 
projector screen 

B Master control 

A touchscreen PhiLips pronto is used 
for system control - no more 
multipLe handsets 

C Surrounded by sound 

Bowers & WiLkins standmount 
speakers join forces with 
a Velodyne subwoofer to create 
reaL cinematic thrills 

D D-ILA diva 

JVC's Full HD projectors consistently 
wow us with their picture prowess 
- no wonder they appeaL to the 
custom instaLl market 

E Deadly duo 

Cutting-edge Pioneer Blu-ray and 
AVR components sit in the kit rack 

F Wireless wonder 

This keyboard controls the custom- 
built media centre PC 
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BLE 


Award Winning Luxury Home Cinemas 
and Multi Room Systems 


Control © 


OCHESTWON 


08450 94 93 95 
Wimbledon, London 
www. beyond the invisible, com 



* Bespoke home cinema projection rooms 

* True high definition plasma and led tv 

• Mu Ill-room audio, video and satellite 

• Integrated lighting and control systems 

* Telephone & computer networks 

• Creative audiovisual interior desFgn 
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HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & MULTI ROOM SPECIALISTS 



Fqi 35 years Rayleigh Hi-Ft has been ai 
the forefront of high quality hi-fi, home 
cinema and multi-room systems, tusiom 
installation is an important and integral 
part of the business with knowledgeable 
and professionally inslalled solutions. 
Systems are designed to suit individual 
requirements and full project 
management is provided to ensure 
schedules are met with an afler sales 
service that is second-to-none A very 
wide choice of top hi-fi. home cinema 
(including LCD, plasma TVs and projector 
systems), mufti-room distribution systems, 
lighting controls, and home automation 
systems are included in the product range 
of this four store company. 


Contact our 
Custom 
Installation 
Department 

44a High Street 
Rayleigh, Essex 
SS6 7EA 

T: 01268 776932 
F: 01268 776909 

MSQ At: 

•Southend 
• Chelimfoid 
•cnkhestei 

Disciplines T2.3A5,fi 


definitions 


Definitions are the leading designer and 
installer of high definition home cinema 
and home automation systems 
in the Yorkshire region 

Projects range from discrete 
plasms Tv systems, to automated 
projection home cinema rooms. 

01484 713996 
www.definitions.uk.com 

PO Box 123, Brmhouse. West Yorkshire 


5 listening 

rooms 
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NOW 

CELEBRATING 
OUR 

20TH YEAR 
******* 
161 Old Brampton Road, London SW5 OLJ 
T: 020 7244 7759 F; 020 7370 0192 
Disciplines 1,3,4,5,6 
W: www.theMsteningr 0 oms.ctjm 
E: into@thelisteningrooms.QOfn 
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www.rayleighhifi.com 


Hertfordshire Showroom 
253 High Road. Brox bourne 
Hertfordshire. EN10 6PZ. 

Tel: 01992 440549 

London Showroom 

B Had don Court Parade 
Cockfosters Road, Barnet, EN4 ODB 
Tel: 020 S440 9509 

E-mall: irtfo©soundstage-av.co.uk 


Muhi-rooin Audio 


Plasma Installations 


Intelligent Lighting 
Horne Automation 


Bespoke Cabinetry 






































TO ADVERTISE 
HERE CALL TONY 
MARTIN ON 
0207 042 4253 
OR EMAIL 
tony.martin® 
fulurenel.co.uk 



INFIDELITY 

9 High Screen 
Hampton Wide, 
Kingston Upon Thames 
KT1 4 DA 
T: 0208 9435350 
¥: 0208 9434309 

Kw.itifideiiry.co.uk 
Con tact: Simon By In 


DisdpLmcii 1 , 2 , i4,S,i 
Infidelity are bunder r 
CEDIA UK and m< 



;inet i t 2JAX6 

" t members of 

_______intensively 

involved in the various forms of 
Custom Installation including 
Lutnon lighting control Systems,. 
Mulriroom Audio and Visual and 
Home Cinema systems. We provide 
complete support from the irmal 
planning to a penona list’d after sales 
service, if you want ta have an 
indecently good home automation 


LIVING ENTERTAINMENT 




Discover the wry test m 
Home Entertainment 
technology! together with the 
most stunning Installation 
solutions at Musical images. 

London and the South-East 's 
premier Home Entertainment 
specialist. 


wmmt of three prestigious 
Home Cinema Choice 
Best Installation ofthe Year 

Awards. No one knows more 
about Home Entertainment 
than Musics! Images! 

BECKENHAM BRANCH yXy 

126 High Street Beckenham, Kent BR 3 If D 1 ™| 

Teh 020 8663 3777 UJ 

COVENT GARDEN BRANCH 

IB Monmouth Street Covent Carden, London WQH 9 H ft| 

Tel: 020 74971346 

EDGWARE BRANCH j.[ 

173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex HAS 7iX X"* * 

Tel: 020 8952 5535 .Ml 



CEDIA 





Oranges 


i-Fi, Home Cinema 
A Multi-Room 
Specialists 

020 7924 2040 

I biII: (iruHpi.tcHiiitfcB ilretfl.net 



hi WtWd Htwl. Ilatirrtn. SVI11 t.g\ 
www iiM nd I h i fi x o, uk 



CEDIA is an established trade association of experienced 
companies that integrate entertainment, telephone, computer, 
heating, light and security systems in your home 



Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Controls Systems Integration 6 Satellite 







































46 GET YOUR KIT OUT 


Certified: AV-holic! 

Every issue, one AV*Holic invites you to take a tour 
of their beloved home cinema setup... 




Screen king: 

Our AV-holic 
has both a 42in LCD 
and drop-down 
projector screen 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema system featured in the 
pages of Home Cinema Choice ? If 
so, just email your contact info and 
some large, hi-res photos of your 
setup to hcc@futurenetco.uk 
with AV-Holic as the subject. 


What's your name and how old 
are you? 

Richard Gifford, age 39. 

What's your occupation? 

I'm a Customer Services 
representative. 

Would you consider yourself an 
AV addict? 

Definitely. I've been into hi-fi 
since i was very young but I first 
became interested in home 
cinema when I was 25, after 
purchasing a second-hand 
Pioneer Dolby surround amp. 

I love the fact that you can 
create a very impressive sound 
and picture at home; I just wish 
I lived in a detached house, as 
I’m pretty sure my neighbours 
don't like it when I crank up the 
volume on films like Master and 
Commander , 

What's in your cinema setup? 

My surround system is made up 
of Bowers and Wilkins 
Loudspeakers and a Mission 
subwoofer. I've got a Pioneer 
amp and DVD player, Humax 
Freesat receiver, 42in Toshiba 
LCD and a Sony VPL-HS20 


projector. I've also got two 
Blu-ray players, a Pioneer 
BDP-LX71 and a Sony BDP- 
350S. This is because the Sony 
projector is onLy 1080 i-capabLe 
so I'd have to keep changing 
the output if I just used one 
player (I wish they would put 
two HDMI outputs on Blu-ray 
players!}, I simply leave the Sony 
BD plugged into the projector, 
and use the Pioneer to watch 
fiLms on the 1080 p-capabie TV 
What's your newest 
indulgence? 

The Humax receiver. 

And what T s next? 

I think I'll probably look at buying 
another projector. Maybe an 
In Focus or another Sony 
as iVe been very satisfied with 
the current one. 

How much have you spent on 
your hobby over the years? 

At Least £20,000. 

What's your current fave disc? 
Traffic, starring MichaeL DougLas. 
Are you excited about hi-def ? 
Yes, very - especially 4K2K 
when it arrives 


Room essentials 

A Towering inferno 

Yet another AV-holic with 
Bowers &. Wilkins floorstanders 
speakers - in this case Nautilus 
tweeter-toting 683s 

B Two's company 

There are two Blu-ray players, 
here: one permanently feeds the 
Sony projector, the other is 
hooked up to the LCD, Sweet 

C Get down 

Wh en b igsc ree n en te rta i n m e nt 
is required, this drop-down 
screen can be called into play 

D Bass monster 

The Mission M5AS subwoofer, 
with its 350W amp and 12in 
driver, adds some low-end fun 
to our AV-holic's room 
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SHARPER 

TECHNOLOGY. 



SHARP FULL SCREEN LED. 


Other LED TVs have a single row of LEDs along the edge that are reflected onto the screen. Sharp LED TVs 
have hundreds of LEDs arranged in rows that cover the entire screen, from corner to corner. The blacks 
are richer and deeper. The colours are brighter and more vibrant. It uses up 


AQUOS 


r=i 

to 40% less energy than traditional LCDs and is mercury free. Sharp Full Screen LED defies the 
laws of physics - it gives you hundreds of brighter lights, massive improvements in performance BIG IN JAPAN 
and picture quality yet with huge energy savings and a reduced environmental impact, sharpertechnology.co.uk 


THE . 

PROStATE 

CANCER CHARITY 


SHARP ^‘PROSTATE 

WORKING TOWARDS PROGRESS 

www.sha rp4p rD5tate.org 




























IlilHiFiBitZ 


.co.uk 


For 5 Star & Best Buy products 

Call our Sales hotline 

01204 797 725 


or visit www.HiFiBitZ.co.uk 



Free Delivery I 0% finance I 100s of Brands I Expert Advice 


liilBitZ Brands 

With over 130 brands we offer 5 Star rated and recommended 

BestBuy products. Few can match our experience, range and stockholding. 

Free delivery, excellent after-sales support, BitZ club reward scheme and 
tempting finance options ensure you will come back for more. 

7even Systems 

Easymount 

Leema Acoustics 

Proficient Audio 

Sony 

Acoustic Energy 

Epos 

LG 

Pro-ject 

Soundcast 

A KG 

Epson 

Logitech 

Projecta 

Soundstyle 

Alphason 

eton 

Magic Box 

PSB 

Speakercraft 

AM 

Exposure 

Marantz 

Pure Digital 

Spectral 

Anthony Gallo 

Fatman 

Mission 

PYLE 

Supra 

Atacama 

Freeplay 

MJ Acoustics 

Q Acoustics 

System Bundle 

Ateca 

Goldring 

Monitor Audio 

QED 

Tangent 

Aton 

Grade 

Monster 

Quad 

Tannoy 

Audica 

Griffin 

Mordaunt Short 

Rako 

TEAC 

Audio Pro 

Harman Kardon 

Musical Fidelity 

Roberts 

Tech Link 

Audiolab 

iLuv 

NAD 

Ro ksa n 

Technics 

audio-technica 

Imerge 

Nakamichi 

Roku 

TerraTec 

BDI 

Infinity 

Niles 

Roth 

Tivoli 

Beamax 

InFocus 

Nordost 

Samsunq 

TOSHIBA 

Beyerdynamic 

Ion 

Omnimount 

Sanus 

Triskom 

Black Rhodium 

IsoTek Systems 

Onkyo 

Scandyna 

True Colours 

Bose 

IXOS 

Optimum 

Sennheiser 

van den Hu! 

Boston Acoustics 

Jamo 

Opus 

Shore 

Velodyne 

Case Logic 

JBL 

Ortofon 

Silvermann 

VitaAudio 

Castle 

Jmlab 

Panasonic 

Skull Candy 

Vogels 

Cinemax 

just-racks 

Partington 

Slouch Pod 

Waterfall 

Creek 

JVC 

Philips 

Sona by Alphason 

Wharfedale 

CyberDyne 

KEF 

Pioneer 

Sonance 

Yamaha 

Dali 

Denon 

Kicker 

La-Z-boy 

Polk Audio 

Primare 

Sonoro 

So nos 

And many more 



0% Finance available on all online orders over £350 


Terms and Conditions All offers, prices and stock are subietl to availability and change. All good* remain Vie (woperty *T HiFI Bite until pa*d in fuH. In ime with the Distance setting regulator^ JfflM you 
may cancel your order wiihm seven working days. This must be done in the farm of a totter, fax or entail, a telephone call does not constitute cancellation. AH goods accepted tor return under ihrs 
regulation must be in their original box and packaging and returned through ycur own courier, we e west such goods to be brand new with all accessories in pristine condition. Goods that are not kept In 
Otis manner will be autyeel 1* a Handling fee of 25% or the purchase price. We deliver in the mainland UKcrtiy. 


<112 ^ VISA CS i— O <D«*wsc 


Full terms and conditions of the sale are available at www.HiTrbltz-co.ukllerms.asp The terms of sale do 
not anecl your statutory rights Finance options are available on all items priced over £330 e.g. 

Buy Mow Fay 9 months later. All calls are recorded Tor training purposes 
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-4 Hardware highlights PANASONIC Mammoth 65in Freesat HD plasma 
SONY PlayStation 3 Slim and VW85 projector KEF Gorgeous XQ Series 5.1 package LG New Blu-ray 
deck does wi-fi TECHNISAT Euro Freesat receiver for sat TV addicts SAMSUNG Edge LED TV and 
flagship BD player NAD £1,000 hi-rez AVR TOSFIIBA Bargain DVD-spinner AND MORE! 



Paradigm Reference’s 7.1 system uses .' 
39 different drivers to create the ultimate 
surround sound experience. Turn.to p56 
to find out how it sounds 


HCC Ratings key 

Outstanding 

IMM 

Above average 

•MM 

Acceptable 

_IIIM 

Disappointing 

###$# 

Dire ##### 


HCC DOESN’T BELIEVE IN OVER-PRAISING HARDWARE. CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDN’T BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT, IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 
A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TOlTS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 







50 PANASONIC TX-P65V10B-*£4,500 Approx-*www.panasonic.co.uk 


Panasonic plasma 
thinks big 

65in? Gadzooks, says Chris Jenkins. Panasonic's monster P65V10 comes 
up with another winning argument for the longevity of plasma 



R eplacing last year’s PZQQQs, 
Panasonic’s VIOs are second 
only to the flagship 21 screens 
in its TV range, and have been touted 
by some as the natural successors 
to Pioneer's Kuro sets. 

While the Z1 series majors on 
fancy design, the VIOs offer the same 
display tech but with a rather more 
bread-and-butter design. There’s 
no Wireless HD either, but screen 
sizes go up to this Greenpeace¬ 
baiting 65in version. 

As the Largest set in the V10 range, 
the TX-P65V1QB has much to live up 
to, but a cursory Look at its spec 
indicates that all the stops have 
indeed been pulled out Its bleeding- 
edge both in terms of display and 
functions, and if you have to worry 
about the price, then you're probably 
missing the point, 

One glass design 

The massive NeoPDP plasma panel 
is surrounded by a black bezeL and 
topped by a silver control bar. 

The one sheet of glass 1 design 
does indeed make it impressive, but 
this is not an overly designed set; you 
would need to have a very large 
room or a sliding panel arrangement 
of some kind to be able to ignore 
this sizeable slab when it’s switched 
off. The pedestal foot is a huge 
rectangle in brushed aluminium with 
a plasticised coating, and the back 
of the set is a sheet of aluminium 
which contributes to its considerable 
53kg weight. 


There has been no attempt to 
make this set as slim as the ZT 
though it's still quite svelte at around 
two inches thick; the part which 
protrudes furthest from the back is 
the connector for the Freesat plug. 
Otherwise, a familiar selection of 
connections is situated on the rear, 

A side-mounted SD card slot 
supports JPEG still images, AVI or 
DivX files up to 720 x 576 resolution, 
and AVCHD files. It’ll be useful to 
owners of one of Panasonic’s SD 
card-toting cameras or camcorders, 
though I'm not sure it s a substitute 
for the convenience of a USB socket 

The panel is, of course, 
Full HD1,920x1,080 
resolution, and claims an 
infinite Black’ contrast 
ratio of over 2.000,000:1 in 
Dynamic mode, and a more down- 
to-earth 40,000:1 in native mode. 
Multimedia functions include access 
to websites through Viera Cast, 
stilL-image dispLay using the Viera 
Image Viewer, and networking using 
the DLNA standard. 

HD on tap 

The TX-650V10B has three tuners: 
analogue, digital and Freesat HD 
- Panasonic is still championing the 
upstart sat platform, but it remains 
to be seen what happens to the 
pLatform when rival Freeview HD 
launches in the coming months. 
Auto-tuning of Freesat, analogue 
and digital channels is blindingly fast 
and efficient. 


AV/CV 

Product: 



The OSD uses large, clear text and 
unfussy icons, while the Picture menu 
offers a selection of viewing modes. 
Each of either Normal, Cinema, 
Games and Dynamic mode uses 
its own preset leveLs for brightness, 
contrast and coLour, and there’s also 
aTHX setting for movie-viewing, 
which calibrates the picture to 
THX-taste. You also get the standard 
contrast, colour, brightness and 
sharpness tweaks and a choice of 
Cool, Normal and Warm colour temp 
presets. However, for a prestige 
set such as this, picture tuning 
parameters just don’t go far enough. 
There is no substitute for manual 
adjustment of individual RGB leveLs, 
despite the fact that the smaller Z1 
has them. 

Other features include an Eco 
Mode, which reduces screen 
brightness and saves power, when 
you’re viewing in a dimly-lit room, 
and a MuLti Window function 
for picture-in-picture and split 
screen functions. 

The VIERA tools’ button on the 
handset brings up access to still and 
video files from an SD card, control 
of compatible players via the TV’s 
remote (this includes a Pause Live 
TV’ function which works with 
Panasonic DIGA HDD recorders), and 
media server access via a network. 
Note that the DLNA network 
compatibility extends to stilL and 
video files, but not to music formats. 
Viera Cast, meanwhile, is Panasonic’s 
way of giving you (Limited) access to 
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-» Specifications 

HD Ready; yes including 1080p/24 
Progressive scan yes NTSC and PAL 
Digital TV tuner vrsand Freesat and 
analogue 
Scan yes 2 sockets, both RGB 
Component video yes 1 input 
HDMI: vl.3 inputs 

PC Input: viesI VGA input 
Sound; NICAM stereo 2 x 10 W 
Resolutic, 1,920 x 1,080 
Brightness: N/A 
Contrast ratio; 2,000,000:1 
(claimed) 

Dimensions: l,422(w) x 933(h) x 
387(d)mm Weigh- 53kg 
Features: Viera Link; Viera Image 
Viewer; Viera Cast; Q-Link; 
Freesat HD; DNLA; SD card slot; Cl 
card slot; DivX and A VC HD 
compatible; 600Hz intelligent 
frame creation; 24pSmooth Film 


l mode; Dolby Digital Plus decoding 
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HCC Test card 

HCC s test card has been designed to torture even the toughest screens... 



A Greyscale 

Our test card runs from 5% 
white to 100% black, and 
presented no problems for 
the P65V10, performing better 
than the flagship 46in Zl. 


B Golden 

Convincing golds often 
present problems for display 
technology. Here, the big VI0 
makes our trophy shine with 
high-end lustre. 


C White detail 

The Panasonic pulls the fine 
detail from challenging white 
fabric without sacrificing 
image depth. 


-» Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White Screen: 

An enormous power 
consumption that busts 
our TV scale, though rt 
falls to 351W with Eco 
Mode in dim lighting 



Powered: You can 

save power by killing 
the set's audio. Mute 
consumption drops to a 
still huge563W 


TV Contrast: ratio 

ClaimedHr 

2,OQO,O0O:lB 

™ Actual 
68 , 593:1 



Colour temp: Kelvin 


Picture: Despite 

relatively low 
luminance of 20.07fU 
contrast ratio is an 
impressive 68,593:1, 
or 76,110:1 in 
Dynamic mode 


Presets: The Warm 

preset Is acceptable, 
but the lack of 
manual settings is 
incomprehensible 
Normal: 7.120K 
Warm: 6,662 K 
Cod: 9,679 K 


the internet. The sites supported at 
the moment are funny-cat video- 
fave YouTube, the Picassa photo 
sharing portal, EuroSport news, 
BLoomberg financial news and a 
weather channeL. Not a terribly 
exciting selection, but l think it works 
faster and more efficiently than 
comparable systems from Samsung 
and Sony, 

Bigscreen bonanza 

You would be rightly miffed if you 
shelled out close to five grand on 
a TV and got a dog’s dinner of a 
picture. Good news, then, that the 
Panasonic's performance Is 
seriously impressive. 

Our Tech Labs measured its 
contrast ratio at over 68,000:1, 
comfortably outperforming last 
year’s Pioneer Kuro screens in the 
pure numbers game. Okay, it’s not 
the 2,000,000:1 cLaimed - but you 
have to take figures like this with an 
industrial lorry-load of salt. Despite 
the ratio, I didn't perceive the blacks 
to be the blackest ever; in a darkened 
room there wasn’t quite that sense 
that the image is floating in space. 

This minor criticism is very much 
compensated for by a rich colour 
palette, which reproduces reds, in 
particular, with a fidelity rarely seen 
on plasma screens. Other highpoints 
include an impeccable rendering 
of greyscale, and dazzling Levels of 
fine detaiL, and detail in shadows. 
Motion-handling is also first rate, 
although the Intelligent Frame 
creation (not available in THX or 


Game mode) and 24p Smooth Film 
mode options (to provide smoother 
playback depending on the frame- 
rate of the material) shouLd be 
treated with respect. I managed 
to get Infestation (Blu-ray), looking 
like both a real movie and a cheap 
video, depending on the display 
mode selected. 

The TX-P65V10B’s pseudo¬ 
surround sound system has three 
settings, V-Audio, V-Audio Surround 
and V-Audio Surround Pro. Though 
they do add a progressively greater 
sense of stereo space, they don't 
convey any real sense of surround 
- listen to the effect on speech, 
and you reaLise that the effect is 
actually a short delay. The VIO’s 
speakers themselves have a fair 
amount of oomph, though, and even 
some bass response. 

One-horse race 

In essence, the 65V1Q offers the 
picture performance and networking 
abilities of the brand's highLy- 
regarded Zl, on a much bigger scale, 
but Lacking the arty design, Wireless 
HD and some of the user picture 
adjustments. Overall I'd be happy to 
trade these for the bigger screen size. 
Considering that there are few other 
comparable displays on the market 
right now (if any, actually), it’s going 
to have the super-size flatscreen field 
pretty much to itself. But what a 
shame that Panasonic hasn’t 
enabled the level of picture controL 
that fans of a set of this calibre 
would surely expect 



HCC VERDICT 

Panasonic TX-P65V10B 
£4,500 Approx 

Price check: www.techracfar.com/63i206 

Highs: High-impact bigscreen 
pictures; Freesat HD 
Lows: Lack of manual coLour temp 
controls; Limited online content; 
high power consumption 

Performance: 00006 

Design: O 0 OO 0 

Features: O00OQ 

Overall: 00600 
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SATELLITE HD DIGITAL BOX 

DSI8G HO 


Sagem: easy HD 

► Smart, simple to use HD digital box 

• Instant access to the very best of high definition 
programmes 

• Crystal clear sound quality 

• HDMl™ upscaling to 1080i 


freesat: brilliant TV 

► Free HD programmes from the BBC and ITV 
* No contract, no monthly bills 

► Over 140 TV and radio channels 

► Full UK coverage 

► Works with a satellite dish* 

► 8 day TV listings and parental control 

*lf you do not have a satellite dish, ask your local retailer about installation 


For more information and your nearest stockist visit www.sagemdigital.co.uk 



freesat HD t™nr «g digital^ 





























54 SONY VPL-VW85-*£5,400 Approx -» www.sony.co.uk/biz 



Sony has doubled the 
contrast ratio oi its 
mid-range projector 


-+ Specifications 

HD Ready: yes Full HD, 1080p24 
Component video: vs one input 
HOMkrestwo vl.3 HDMIs 
PC input: yes 
Resolution: 1920 xlGBO 
Brightness (claimed): 800 ANSI 
Lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed): 120,000:1 
Dimensions: 470(w) x 1792(h) 
x482.4(d)mm 
Weight: 12kg 
Features: Bra via Engine 2; colour 
enhancement mode; contrast 
enhancement; advanced iris 
mode; Bravia Sync; 2 x 12V trigger; 
lamp life 3,000 hours fan noise 
20dB Gamma Adjustment 
Software via supplied CD-ROM; 
illuminated remote control 
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Bigscreen beauty 

Sony's SXRD projector sets a high standard, says Chris Jenkins 



S ony’s VW85, a three-panel 
SXRD (LCoS) projector, is the 
successor to the brand s very 
we LI-received mid-price VW8Q, and, 
with a barnstorming performance 
both in our Tech Labs and on my test 
bench, it Looks set to become a key 
figure in the home cinema market. 

Claimed performance 
improvements over the VW80 are 
a doubling in contrast to 120,000:1, 
(thanks in part to tweaks to the 
internaLfiLtersand Light passage), 
and an improved Advanced iris 
system, moving from iris 2 to Iris 3. 

Iris 3 is meant to be more responsive 
to smaLler areas of white in a dark 
background, and shouLd improve 
tone across the colour range in Low 
light conditions, MotionFLow 
technology is also featured, which 
creates intermediate frames from 
the original video source to doubLe 
the number of images dispLayed 
per second. The idea is to create a 
smooth and seamLess moving image. 

The VW85 features a selection of 
eleven gamma modes, tweaks to the 
colour presets and user parameters, 
and an anamorphic zoom mode. 
Features tailored to the customer 
installation market including a 12V 
trigger for electric screens, bundled 
gamma adjustment software, and 
a zoned paneL alignment function. 
Finished in a swoonsome 
Midnight Sky Black with blue 
metallic flakes, the VW85 
is a hefty beast, but so 
smoothly designed that it 
seems smaller. All the sockets 
and controls are arranged along one 
side, with a smaLL hinged panel 
covering additional buttons for 
menu access, Lens control and 
power The lens Is protected by 
a pair of automatic sliding doors. 

The menu system is clear and 
user-friendly, divided into pages 
for Picture, Advanced Picture 


(accessing the RCP colour 
adjustment parameters), Screen 
Modes, Setup, Function (including 
HDMI settings), Installation 
(including vertical keystoning, image 
flip and Lens control), and, finally, 
System Information. 

The operating noise level is the 
same as the VW80 - 20dB. This is a 
boon, as there’s nothing worse than a 
wheezing projector spoiLing your fun. 

Top dog 

After firing up a selection of demo 
and movie Blu-ray discs, most 
notably the DTS test platter, 
my initial impressions of the 
performance were of stunning levels 
of detail; images were pin-sharp, 
and resolution so high I felt I could 
see every hair on actors 1 heads 
- achieved without any discernible 
sense of image processing. 

The bLack LeveLs are everything 
Sony cLaims, too - in shots with 
a singer ilLuminated against a black 
background, the effect was of her 
floating in space; yet shots of 
a Japanese tea garden retained 
detail even in the darkest shadows. 

The projector also excelled with 
the HCC static Test Card. Fine detail 
and texture were supremely handled, 
while red peppers popped with 
postbox vibrancy, and our 'Starman' 
trophy retained its golden lustre 
without tipping into yellow. 

Some might feeL a need to tame 
the projector’s wide colour gamut, 
but l was wowed by its realistic 
Technicolor-style presentation. 

In summary, the VPL-VW85 is 
hard to beat for the price. It's not a 
revolution compared to the VW80, 
but It is a good step forward. LCoS 
currently Looks like the horse to back 
for projection systems, and so far, the 
VW85 is the race Leader in this price 
category. Flow will JVC’s forthcoming 
D-ILA models shape up? 


AV/CV 


lOSDp SXRD 
home cinema 
projector 

Middle of 

Sony’s SXRD 
range 



Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Displaying a 10DIRE full 
white image, 
consumption of 275W 
is slightly higher than 
Its rivals 



Test footage: Using 
our standard demo 
footage, and a range of 
presets, consumption 
hardlyincreasesat 
279W 


Contrast: ratio 

Claimed 

120 , 000:11 

™ Actual 
60,841:1 



Colour temp: Kelvin 


Picture: Notupto the 
claimed levels, but true 
enough it Is double that 
of the VPL-HW15 


Presets: 

The small selection of 
colour temperature 
presets covers a narrow 
range, with 5,922K the 
closest, but user R/G/B 
Gain/bias adjustments 
deliver a perfect result 
High: 7,936K 
Middle: 7.042K 
Lowl:5,922K 
Low 2: 5,653 K 


HCC VERDICT 

Sony VPL-VW8 5 
£5,400 Approx 
Price check: www.techradar.com/627126 

Highs: Excellent picture; flexible Lens 
system; extensive user parameters 
Lows: Motion Flow technology might 
not appeal to all 

Performance: OQQOG 
Design: O00O0 
Features: 00600 

Overall: O0OOO 
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56 PARADIGM REFERENCE SIGNATURE 7.1->£19,500 Approx -> www.paradigm.com 
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£20,000 they may be, but • %; v/ 
Ad am 

you getyour money's worth 
' ■% Referen' 
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ften teased for my chiLdish 
tastes, I Loved Forrest Gump. 
I’ve used it so many times in 
reviews that I can quote lumps of 
the script. A favourite moment in the 
happy simplicity that is Gump’s life 
is when he earns a wad of cash for 
advertising a ping pong paddle and 
sighs, 'WelL, that's ONE less thing 
to worry about../ It was just money. 

If you share that attitude, and 
are looking for one of the most 
mindblowing home cinema surround 
systems available, then Paradigm s 
Reference Signature array might 
be for you. 

A very sexy-Looking and mature 
set of enclosures, this system is about 
might and power and huge amounts 
of detaiL and control ALso, I reckon it's 
amazing value for money. Sounds like 
an absurdity for twenty fat ones' 
worth of woodwork and bits that go 
in and out, but bear with me... 


Guilty pleasure 

I actually had guilt attacks during this 
review, it was so much fun. Because 
the Paradigm Reference cabinets are 
so big, I had to travel to see them, 

I sashayed in, put on figurative white 
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siLk gloves and sat on my capacious 
butt while the guys from distributors 
Anthem AV Solutions wrangled their 
source components to make them 
deliver the clips I fancied. Makes a 
change from lugging my own 
cabinets around, 

I started with jazz vocalist Jane 
Monheit on a Dolby TrueHD demo 
disc. I was enraptured by this In a 
Pioneer demo room at the Sound 
and Vision show back in February, 
and been deeply disappointed by 
systems since. Then I got to listen 
to it on the £40,000 KEF Reference 
system and, despite the 
accompanying demo projector being 
utter pants by comparison, i once 
again experienced an extreme 
emotional reaction. That happened 
yet again with this Paradigm 
system. My mouth went dry, and, 
as Monheit’s voice soared with that 
effortless god-given ease and beauty, 
and she wrinkled her cute nose, 

I experienced a tightening of 
the swonnicles.,. 

Moving rapidly on, it was time for 
the inevitable viewing of Lifted from 
the Ratatouille Blu-ray disc. Regular 
readers wiLL know I adore this and 
thus know it weLL Or thought t did, 
for whiLe t have enjoyed this Toon 
on setups with such astonishing 
power that it made me duck when 
the poor abductee’s head l bonks’ 
on the walls of his bedroom, this 
time I actually heard stuff I have 
never picked out before. For instance, 
the moment when the Boss alien 
relents and lets his little apprentice 
have a go at the abduction once 
more, the control stick actuaLly 
squeaks as he turns it around. 

Broadsword and rapier 

So this system is about delicacy and 
detail as well as some real power. 
While it positively bristles with 
transducers (I don’t think I have ever 
sat in front of so many drivers in that 
many boxes before) they are all 
working like the pistons in a RoLls 
Royce - under-stressed, easy life 
- so they can do what they do with 
ease and grace. 

Looking at it, you might 
expect it to rip your face off 
its bones, like, say, aCerwin Vega 
package. But you’d be wrong, as 
simply going loud is not really what it 
is about. Despite a monster 3,0GQW 
watts of oomph in the subwoofer, it is 
about headroom rather than sheer 
level. A Lot Like the WiLson Audio 
Maxx 2 speakers I found in the 
£Million cinema (HCC #169), yet for 
a massively lower price. 


I was demo’d dips from Kung 
FuPanda and thelMAX-filmed 
opening of The Dark Knight ; in the 
latter the gunplay and crashing- 
buses-through-bank-f ronts almost 
blew me away, 

LastLy the tremendousLy styLish 
beginning of iron Man , Never before 
have I heard the transition of AC/DC's 
Back in Black (from music used 
as background to open the film, to 
feature music playing on a ghetto 
blaster), so crisp or so In-your-face 
accurate. The dynamics were 
enormous, so when the bomb 
exploded in front of Tony Stark Later 
on I really felt tike it hit the room, 
as the headroom was so enormous. 

The Sub 25 subwoofer marries 
a!5in driver to its three kiLowatts of 
amplification. Elsewhere, under the 
gri Lies of the narrow-fronted but 
deep cabinets all around you, there 
are 38 other drivers - and they’re all 
a bit special. The tweeters are madly 
high-end, using pure beryllium 
domes with neodymium magnets 
and ferrofluid in the gaps. The latter, 
anattyoiLy Liquid containing tiny 
magnetic particles, increases the 
speakers power-hand Ling via thermal 
conduction, ups the efficiency of the 
magnet/voice coiL interface and 
provides some mechanical 
dampening to reduce distortion. 

The mids all feature metal cones 
made of cobalt-infused aluminium. 
They again have neodymium 
magnets, and, very unusuaLLy for 
midrange drivers, are also ferrofluid- 
cooled and -damped. This is speaker- 
driver sexiness, believe me. 

The 7in bass drivers are crafted 
from mineral-fiLled poLypropyLene 
- so a bit better than normal 
polyprop - and the cabinets are 
carefully ported, both front and back 
in the case of the S3 f loorstander. 

The ADP3 surrounds, despite their 
along-the-walL design and singuLar 
front-firing bass unit, offer a 
fabulously directionaL output that 
really pLaces the sounds around 
you when the designer wants to, 
rather than diffusing beyond any 
designer’s ability to wrap you up. 

Value for money 

These Paradigm Reference cabinets 
are a wonderful slice of high-end 
audio, which compete for cLarity with 
some speaker packages way more 
expensive, even if they won t to break 
bones Like the bigger badder boys. 

So, even at £20K I actuaLly think 
they’re good value for your high-end 
pound, and worthy of an audition for 
any ambitious home cinema 


AV/CV 

Product: 


arge scale 
luxury system 
with smart 
looks for the 
true enthusiast 
fth taste 


Position: 


speakers that 
Paradigm 
makes, above 
its Studio and 
Millenia series 


Mordaunt- 

Short 

Performance 

5.1; 

Bowers and 
Wilkins 800 
series; 
Pioneer EX 
Series 



The drivers use high-quality 
beryllium, neodymium and 
cobalt-infused aluminium 


HCC VERDICT 

Paradigm Reference Signature 71 
£19,500 Approx 
Price check; www.techradar.com/631184 

Highs Spades of detail in the high 
end; good weighty output; 
stupendous subwoofer 
Lows: The design is a bit industrial 


Features: 
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- Specifications 

S6 towers 

Drive Units: Six in total; four x Tin 
mineral-filled polypropylene cones 
with four-layer 38mm voice coils, 1 x 
7in cobalt-infused aluminium 
midrange cone with solid phase plug 
through centre and Neodymium 
magnet; 1 x lin Beryllium dome 
tweeter with rear-damping chamber 
and Neodymium magnet 
Enclosure: Three-way front and rear 
ported 

Frequency Response: 42Hz-45kHz 
Sensitivity: 92dB (2.83V @ 1m) 
Rower Handling: 15-5G0W 
Dimensions: 210 (w) 
x 1232(h) x521(d)mm 
Weight; 45.35kg 

C5 centre 

Drive Units: 2 x 7in mineral-filled 
polypropylene cones with 38mm 
voice coils; 2 x 7in cobalt-infused 
aluminium midbass cones with solid 
phase plug through centre; 1 x 4in 
co bait-infused aLuminium midrange 
with solid phase plug through centre; 1 
x lin Beryllium dome tweeter with rear 
damping chamber and Neodymium 
magnet 

Enclosure: 3.5-way ported 
Frequency Res ponse: 5 0 Hz -4 5 kH z 
Sensitivity: 92dB (2.83V @ 1m) 
Power Handling: 15-500W 
Dimensions; 953(w) x 241(h) 
x 444(d)mm 
Weight: 36.7kg 

ADP3 surrounds 

Drive Units: Five in total; 1 x Sin mineral- 
filled polypropylene bass driver with 
two-layer 25mm voice coil; two 4in 
cobalt-infused aluminium mid-ranger 
with solid phase plugs through their 
centres. 2 x lin Beryllium dome 
tweeters with rear damping chambers 
and Neodymium magnets 
Enclosure: Three-way sealed 
Frequency Response: 82Hz-45kHz 
Sensitivity: 89dB (2,83V @ lm) 
Po we r Hand Li ng: 15-250W 
Dimensions: 59(w) x 337(h) 
x191(d)mm 
Weight: 118kg 

Sub 25 subwoofer 

Drive Unit: 15in dual spider design with 
mineral-filled copolymer 
polypropylene cone, 3 in eight-layer 
voice coil and 16.8kg ceramic-ferrite 
magnet 
Enclosure; Sealed 
Frequency Response: DIN rated down 
to 9 Hz 

On board power: 3.000W RMS 
Dimensions: 460 (w) x 510(h) 
x 550(d)mm 
Weight: 51.7kg 
Connections; Phono, USB and three-pin 
balanced XLR 
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60 CINEVERSUM BLACKWING ONE-*£40G0 Approxwww.cineversum.com 


-* Specifications 

HD Ready; YE$1080p24 
Component video yes! input 
HDM; yk2xv1.3 
PC input: ykI D-Sub 15-pin 
Resolution yes 1,920 x 1,080, 
Brightness (claimed): yes 1,200 ANSI 
lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed): yes 15,000:1 
Dimensions; 

530(w) x 577(H) x 199(d)mm 
Weight 17kg 
Feat urn 3 x 0.6in LCoS panels; 
576i/48 Oi and 1080p HOMI 
support; test-pattern generator; 
xl.5zoom (15:1-2.2:1) lens with 
manual horizontal/vertical lens 
shift; 250W UHP mercury lamp; 2 
x 12V trigger outputs; multi¬ 
standard analogue inputs (PAL/ 
NTSC/S EC AM); backlit remote; 
flexible adjustment memories 
and gamma/colour-temperature 
adjustment; iris control (10% 
steps); HQV scaler; digital noise 
reduction; multiple aspect ratios 
(including 4:3,16:9 and zoom); 
2.35:1 (Cinemascope) ‘bolt-on’ 
lens available as an option; 
overscan; RS232 serial port 
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New kid on the 
LCoS block 


Jump aside, JVC! Stand by, Sony! Marlin Pipe meets another LCoS 
contender with some go-faster trim 



R egular readers will be familiar 
with JVC and Sony's take 
on LCoS (Liquid Crystal on 
Silicon) projector technology - found 
in their D-ILA and SXRD-branded 
models, respectively - but French 
brand Cineversum and its own LCoS 
projectors have a much lower profile. 

Perhaps that explains the curious, 
look-at-me styling of its BlackWing 
range, which has come courtesy 
of designer Antoine Beon - who 
has also worked with speaker 
brand Focal on some of its more 
outLandish-looking cabinets. Put it 
this way: it’s not often a projector 
gets appreciative wolf-whistLes from 
the goggled-eyed geeks in the HCC 
Tech Labs. 

The question is, though, how does 
Ci neve rsu m’s sou ped -up model 
compare to the PJs from the big 
Japanese brands, particularly 
the Sony VPL-VW85 reviewed 
elsewhere in this issue? 

Lens flair 

The big and beautiful BlackWing 
One employs three 108Qp 0.7in 
LCoS panels. Yet this micro-display 
technology is only part of the PJ story 
- also key is the lens system. For 
the BlackWing One, Cineversum has 
specified its Ultimate Reference lens, 
a full-glass design with a 1,5-22:1 
throw ratio. Compared to some 
projectors, the zoom is rather 
restricted - 1.5x. At a projection 
distance of 4m, I couLdn’t fill a 120in 
(diagonal) screen even with the Lens 
at its end-stop. A key point, if your 
home cinema is smallish, but if room 
size is no object, you'll be happy that 


an 8.5m projection distance will 
reward you with a gargantuan 250in 
16:9 picture. 

Ring around the lens 

Focusing and zoom on the 
BlackWing One are not motorised, 
but adjusted with concentric rings 
around the Lens, and both are 
beautifully precise. Lens shift is also 
offered (+/- 60% verticaL, +/-30% 
horizontal), although this proved 
fiddly with the projector placed on 
my test platform as the reLevant 
dials are tucked into the base. 

Prospective buyers should note 
that a 2.35:1 anamorphic kit — the 
Theatre Concept' - is available. 

If most of your movies are in this 
format, this optional accessory is 
worth investigating. It's motorised, 
and can thus be easily switched 
into action. 

With this in mind, two 12V triggers 
are featured. One can activate 
masking when a 2.35:1 fiLm is shown 
on a 16:9 screen (or vice versa), whiLe 
the other ensures that the outboard 
Lens is enabLed. If you're placing the 
BlackWing One on a table then you'll 
appreciate the adjustable feet, which 
Let you compensate for wonky 
surfaces and line the picture up with 
the screen. Ceiling mounting (upside 
down') and rear-projection (‘mirror 
image) are catered for in the setup 
menus. Digital keystone correction 
adjustment isaLso available. 

Cineversum has paid attention 
to another key eLement of projector 
design - video processing. The 
BlackWing uses PIQV tech, which 
you'lLfind embedded in high-end kit 


from other manufacturers including 
Toshiba, Onkyo, Mitsubishi and 
Samsung, Furthermore, each 
BlackWing One projector is 
individually calibrated by one 
of Cineversums engineers. 

The onboard scaLer gives you two 
HDMI (vl.3) inputs, both of which will 
accept lG80p24. The component 
will go up to 1080i, whiLst for legacy 
SD sources you get composite and 
S-video. Large-screen PC gaming 
and home-theatre PC users can 
make use of a D-Sub/VGA input. 
Inputs can be seLected via the backlit 
remote, ora control panel recessed 
into the rear - menu access is aLso 
possibLe from here. 

The LCoS chippery, lens system, 
video processing and calibration all 
work together to deliver - or so it's 
claimed - a contrast ratio of 15,000:1, 
coupled with a 1,200 Lumen 
brightness, I'm also told by 
Cineversum that the picture quaLity 
is Very natural 1 and 'CRT-Like 1 . 

WeLL it's good to see a manufacturer 
recognising that a derided 20th- 
century technology stiLl has visuaL 
properties worth aspiring to. 

Lens-shift apart, the BlackWing 
One gave me no setup hassles. 

An onboard pattern generator eases 
screen Lineup and focusing/zoom. 
The comprehensive array of 
adjustments on offer will appeal 
to serious enthusiasts and the 
ISFcalibration brigade alike. 
IndependentLy-memorabLe for each 
input, they include three ‘user’ sets of 
coLour-temperature adjustment (gain 
and bias for all three channels) and 
gamma curve, noise reduction, 
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Wideboy: 

Use one of the 
12V triggers to 
operate 
Cineversums 
optional 2,35:1 
lens kit 


a blue-only mode (for display 
calibration), black level, white Level 
and overscan - as well as the usual 
aspect ratio, contrast, brightness, 
saturation and hue. 

The lens aperture can also be 
adjusted in 10 percent steps, 
improving contrast and black leveL 
at the loss of brightness. Particularly 
weLcome is an information panel 
that tells you about the currently 
selected source (refresh rate, 
resolution and so on). 


Fired up 

Overall the BlackWing One deals 
out some very credibLe imagery. 
Whether fed with standard-def 
interlaced video or lQ80p/24 
BLu-ray, movement is silky- 
smooth and noticeably 
superior to bigscreen LCD 
and plasma displays - such 
are the benefits of the LCoS micro¬ 
display technology. Then there's 
the colour reproduction, which can 
be stunning in its sheer depth. 

DetaiL resolution is on the whole 
impressive. Boot up the Transformers 
BLu-ray, and you can aLmost read the 
computer dispLays in a wide-shot of 
the Pentagon Ops room. 

With the BlackWing One, that 
movie's intricate Oscar-nominated 
effects-work dazzles, too. Now you 
can truly appreciate the care that 
the artists put into the design of 
those Autobots and Deceptions, 
DVDs, fed in at 576i and upscaled by 
the projector, put up a fight, although 
the drop in detail relative to hi-def is 
obvious. Despite this, even detaiL-rich 
movies tike The League of 
Extraordinary Gentlemen are more 
than acceptable given the format's 
Limitations - the sheen and 


patterning of the Nautilus comes 
across very well, while the fiLrn’s 
night-time recreations of late- 
Victorian London. Paris, and Venice, 
highlights the projector's ability to 
reveal what's in the shadows. 

On the downside, the BLackWing 
One s bLack level is a tad 
disappointing - decent pLasma 
screens usuaLLy yieLd a far closer 
approximation, as does its much- 
vaunted rival, the Sony VPL-VW85. 
(In fact, it's in this aspect where the 
Cineversum disappointed in our Tech 
Labs, delivering a very old-fashioned 
and unspectacular looking contrast 
measurement of just 2,668:1). 
Turning the iris down to its minimum 
10 per cent setting and switching the 
lamp to its 'economic' (Low power) 
mode does help considerably, but 
annoyingly the reduction in 
brightness makes viewing in a 
light-proofed room mandatory. 

Also worth pointing out are the 
exceptionally low noise levels 
- visual noise, that is. The whirring of 
the cooling fan, despite Cineversum's 
claims, can be distracting in a smaller 
room after the PJ has been running a 
while. That said, the Low-power Lamp 
mode tames the latter. 

Open and shut case 

Black reproduction apart, the 
BlackWing One delivers the goods in 
picture quality. The range of features 
and adjustments is also impressive, 
while its take on LCoS projector 
casework design is not without 
designer charm. It makes for an 
interesting alternative to the 
immediate competition from Sony 
and JVC, and the option of a 
Cineversum-branded anamorphic 
lens may tip it in your favour 


Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Even when fed a mute 
10GIRE white screen, 
power consumption is 
rather high 



Test footage: 

There's no significant 
difference from the 
White Screen tests; 
Economic mode cuts 
consumption to 245W 


TV Contrast: ratio 

Ommed^" 

15,000:lH 

Actual 

2 , 668:1 

Picture: 

We're used 
to models failing to 
reach the heights of 
marketing spiel, though 
we expected a higher 
contrast measurement 
than 2,668:1; 
luminance, however is 
a relatively good 31,131 fl 


Colour accuracy 



Presets: From a small 

range of presets. 
Medium gets closest 
to 6,BOOK, hut the 
wide range of user 
adjustments deliver 
perfect results 
Low: 5,441 K 
Medium: 6,332K 
Medium high; 7,007K 
High: 9.826K 


HCC VERDICT 

Cineversum BlackWing One 
£4,000 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/63Q706 

Highs: Natural picture reproduction 
with stunning detail and colour 
fideLity; flexible configuration; 
eye-catching design 
Lows: Default settings favour 
brightness over reaListic bLack Levels; 

you'll need a big room 

Performance: OOGOO 
Design: OGGOO 
Features: OOGOO 

Overall: 06600 
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Denon AVR-1910 


Experience 
.new dimension 
Home Cinema 
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AVR-1910 High Definition AV receiver I DBP-2010 Blu-ray Player // This mighty duo offers three out¬ 
standing characteristics that wifi lift you up to a new dimension of home cinema; More than 50 experts of 
the renowned EISA Awards Jury have voted the AVR-1910 to be the best home theatre receiver 2009-2010. 
Its Dolby ProLogic Hz sound program supports two additional front height speakers to deliver an even more 
spacial surround experience. And last but not least: the DBP-2010 offers BD Profile 2.0 P multiple format 
playback as well as leading edge 10-bit video processing to get the most even out of your old DVDs. Go and 
visit this show first at your local retailer or www.denonxo.uk 



(| . g Ado 


Best Home Cinema Receiver 2009-2010 
Denon AVR-1910 


D^nort is a trademark or registered trademark of D&M Holdings, Inc. 



64 KEF XQ 5.1 SYSTEM-*£5,000 Approx-*www.kef.com 


XQuisite 

cinema 

sound 

Jim Hill tests the latest KEF 
high-end speakers, and 
discovers a dispersive sound 
that's perfect for home theatre 


AV/CV 



This is the 
premium 
configuration 
of KEPs 
flagship cinema 
speakers 



W ith 48 years of experience 
and dozens of Best Buy 
badges in the bag, KEF is 
already a much-revered loudspeaker 
brand in the world of home cinema. 
And having spent some quality time 
with it new XQ series, I can safely say 
that its rep will remain intact 
Some might argue that the XQs 
are KEF's most innovative speakers 
to date, and we've assembled here 
the most desirable configuration, 
with three-way towers at the front 
(XQ40s), two-way bookshelf 
speakers at the back (XQ2Qs, 
a remarkably highly-specified 
centre channel (XQ50c) and a 12in 
subwoofer (XQ60b). This setup will 
typically sell for around £5,000, but 
its quite possible to build a more 
affordable system by choosing the 
Slimmer tower speakers (XQ30s) 
and smaller rears (XQlOs) instead. 

ALL six of the XQ siblings sport 
curved wooden cabinets without 
a right angle in sight, ft might look flat 
in the picture, but try and balance 
a coffee cup on top of any of these 
boxes (as if you would) and it’ll slide 
gracefully onto the floor. We've 
chosen the lustrous Piano Black 
lacquer finish, but Birdseye Maple 
and beautifuL Khaya Mahogany real 
wood veneers are also available. 

And crucially, they all use KEFs 
trademark Uni-Q driver array that 
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This 5,1 KEF array will provide enough grunt to fill 
all but the biggest cinema rooms 
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puts the tweeter in the centre of the 
mid-bass driver It’s this arrangement 
that gives KEF speakers their 
effortlessly integrated sound, which 
is still apparent and even enhanced 
by the Tangerine waveguide of the 
XQs, which disperses the highest 
frequencies through a metal device 
that crowns each tweeter. 

The tweeter itself now boasts 
a dynamic range wide enough to 
replace the odd-Looking hyper™ 
tweeters that KEF used to mount on 
top of its reference-quality cabinets. 

Stand and deliver 

The stars of the show are clearly the 
hulking XQ40 fLoorstanders, which 
stand chest-high on conical metal 
feet. Behind the magnetic grills are 
two paper cone drivers for the low 
frequencies and an aluminium Llni-Q 
driver for the high frequencies. This 
three-way arrangement promises a 
particularly wide dynamic range with 
the big enclosure enabling deep bass 
extension and the hypertweeter 
reaching the very high frequencies. 

It looks Like no expense has been 
spared on these statement speakers; 
tap the front bezel and you'Ll notice 
the whoLe front plate has been 
engineered from a single piece of 
aluminium with holes machined into 
it for the three drivers and two air 
ports. With the extra rigidity that this 
brings to the enclosure, combined 
with the absence of any parallel 
wails that could create unwanted 
internal standing waves, thes© 
boxes can muster a truly 
rich and resonant bass. You 

can further tune the cabinets to suit 
your room by stuffing one or both of 
the foam bungs into the front ports. 

Even before unpacking the others, 
these two tower speakers were able 
to flood my Listening room with their 
astonishing presence in stereo mode. 
Feed them a well-recorded vocal 
track like those of Air’s Moon Safari 
album, close your eyes and you'll 
swear the singer is standing between 
the two XQ40s. 

KEF has always maintained that 
the centre channel is the most 
important speaker in a surround 
package, and the XQ50c js as 
extravagantly manufactured as the 
front pair, with an aluminium bezel 
acres of glossy black lacquer and 
a simiLar driver array. It’s not small 
though, so you can forget about 
wail-mounting. Instead youlL need a 
sturdy support of the right height to 
bring it into line with the XQ40s. A 
rubber mat is provided to lay it on top 
of the stand. 



HOME CINEMA CHOICE NOVEMBER 2009 




REVIEWS 67 



An extra £250 
will get you 
the stands for 
the XQ20 
rears 




The substantial, rears are of 
similarly heroic build, but reduced to 
stand-mountable proportions - KEF 
will flog you some suitable metal 
supports to go with them. 

With its oval design, the XQ60b 
sub is an aesthetic match for the 
rest of the XQ series. Driving the 1 
2in cone is a 2QQW amp. It looks 
deceptively simple, with just volume 
and phase control diaLs visible at the 
back and there's no remote controL, 
but it'lL turn itself off when there’s 
no signal. 

Despite their size, these big boxes 
are surprisingly accommodating. 

The XQ40s are sensitive at 90dB 
and easy to drive with a moderately 
powerful amplifier. My Marantz 
5R6003 had no trouble pushing all 
five speakers at quite inconsiderate 
volume Levels. Yet as these KEFs have 
their ports facing forwards, they don’t 
mind being pushed back against the 
walls if you need the space. 

Aligning the front three is a little 
more critical because you'll want to 
maintain the XQ4Q's stereo imaging, 
while allowing the centre channel 
to deliver dialogue and centre stage 
noises as seamlessLy as possible. 

The centre unit has the same 
attention to detail and open 
mid-range as the main pair, so the 
front soundstage is unbroken and 
as clear as Evian. It doesn’t have 
quite the bass extension, but an 
impressive dynamic range, and it 
doesn’t take much tuning to get all 
of the front speakers filling your 
cinema in harmony. 

The rear XQ20s would make a 
decent pair of hi-fi speakers, and in a 
5.1 array they’re more than adequate 
at filling in the rear soundstage and 
blending it with the front. And it’s 
here that the Tangerine waveguide is 
particularly welcome, with the high 


frequencies coming through diffuse 
and integrated. 

Listen to the Watchmen 

Together the XQs manage the ideal 
blend of deep bass, spacious mid 
band and treble. A neutral balance 
like this suits all genres of film, but 
that resonant low-end works 
particularly well with action flicks. 
Cue Watchmen on Blu-ray, and the 
graceful and beautifulLy dubbed fight 
scene in Chapter One. This gives the 
XQ speakers a chance to show just 
how much air they can shift between 
them. There’s plenty of 
crunching detail, but it’s 
never harsh or brittle — just 
thumpingly accurate. And the 
advantages of that weighty and 
precise centre channel come into 
play during these Loud passages by 
delivering voices through the mix, 
so you never miss any dialogue. 

Try a more tuneful soundtrack, like 
Across the Universe on Blu-ray, and 
the reworked Beatles tracks that 
pepper the film (sorry about the pun) 
are presented with real musicality. 
The fast, rhythmic bass and sweet 
treble gives the impression that 
these speakers were tuned with 
music in mind. In fact, this is when 
they impress the most. Playing a 
classical piece in surround sound (in 
this case Tchaikovsky’s Classics from 
a DTS collection on DVD Audio) and 
the presence and scale of these 
Loudspeakers is ideal for conveying 
the sound of a full orchestra. 

Sonically, it's hard to fault with 
these gorgeous cabinets, because 
their naturaL tone is so universally 
appealing. I could complain about 
the lack of a remote control for the 
sub, or the option to tri-wire the front 
pair, but really, the XQ series are 
outstanding all-round performers 


-4 Specifications 

XQ40 (fronts) 

Drive Units: 2 x 6.5in LF units; 1 x 6.5i.n 
Uni-Q driver with 0.75in aluminium 
dome HF unit 

Frequency Response: 45Hz-55kHz 
(+/-3dB) 
Sensitivity: 90dB 
Power Handling: 200W 
Dimensions: 1,020 (h) x 231 (w) 
x302{d)mm 
Weight: 24.3kg 

XQ20 (surrounds) 

Drive Units: 1 x 6.5 in Uni-Q with 0.75in 
aLuminium dome HF unit 

Frequency Response: 52Hz-55kHz (+/- 

3dB) 

Sensitivity: 88dB 
Power Handling: 120W 
Dimensions: 385(h) x 231 (w) 
x 3Q2(d)mm 
Weight: 9.2kg 

XQ50c (centre) 

Drive Units: 2 x 5.2 5in LF units, 1 x 5.25in 
Uni-Q with 0,75in aLuminium dome 
HF unit 

Frequency Response: 65Hz-55kHz (+/- 

3dB) 

Sensitivity: 86dB 
Power Handling: 150W 
Dimensions: 205(h) x 475(w) 
x 247(d) mm 
Weight: 10.3kg 

XQ60b (subwoofer) 

Drive Units: 1 x!2in long-throw LF unit 
Frequency Range: 26-HGHz 
Amplifier: 200W Class D 
Dimensions: 444(h) x 587(w) 
x 415(d) mm 
Weight: 21,4kg 
Features: Line and speaker level 
inputs; adjustable phase and low 
pass cut-off frequency; 3 position 
adjustable EQ 



HCC VERDICT 


KEF XQ 5.1 system 
£5,000 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/629165 

Highs: Powerful projection; detail and 
clarity; wide dynamic range from 
the front three 
Lows: Needs a large room; no remote 
controL for the sub 

Performance: OQQO© 
Design: OQQO0 

Features: Q0000 


Overall: 



NOVEMBER 2009 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 













68 LG BD390->£290 Approx -> www.lge.co.uk 


Super Blu 
daysfor LG 

Blu-ray decks are getting cheaper, while their innards are becoming more 
elaborate. Rik Henderson falls in love with LG's BD390 
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E verybody has sympathy for 
Toshiba over HD DVD, but few 
have shed a tear for LG, Let's 
not forget that the plucky South 
Korean giant put its heart, s(e)oul 
and more than a few shekels into 
the Super Multi BLue idea, with 
combination Blu-ray/HD DVD PC 
drives and dedicated players. At the 
time the company didn't just hedge 
its bets, it positively, er, rainfcrested 
them. And maybe it could have 
worked, had Warner not made the 
fateful decision to stop supporting 
both formats almost two years ago. 

A dual HD deck, you see, was a 
highly attractive proposition, and LG 


would’ve been King of the Hill had it 
ail panned out. Instead, as a result, 
the manufacturer has taken longer to 
get out of the blocks with dedicated 
Blu-ray spinners than rivals such as 
Sony, Panasonic and near neighbours 
Samsung, If took a fair while to even 
sing from the same hymn sheet, and 
as good as the BD370 was (reviewed 
in HCC #170) it was stilL a catch-up 
deck, offering essentially the same 
features the others have been touting 
for months. 

However, the BD390 is here, 
and it’s taking on all comers. In fact, 
LG is now setting its stall a step 
further ahead of some of the rest of 


AV/CV 



Panasonic 
DM P-8 D 80; 
Sony 

BDP-S360; 

Samsung 

BD-P4600 


the BD field too. This machine isn't 
just a Blu-ray player, it's an 
entertainment centre, and a 
showpiece for innovation. 

Familiar feel 

Well, except in the design stakes. 
Indeed, if plagiarism is the sincerest 
form of flattery, Sony should be 
blushing for months. The BD39Q 
looks almost exactly Like Sony's 
year-oLd BDP-S550. That's not 
exactly a bad thing, as the blue- 
mirrored fascia of the Japanese 
model was one of its highlights, but 
I’ve been to LG's Design Centre and, 
as far as I could see, they had 



-» Specifications 

Video upscaling: yes up tolOSOp 
Multi region: no Region B (BD); R2 
(DVD) 
HDMl v£5vl,3a 
Component: xes Blu-ray playback up 
tolQSOi 

Multichannel phono audio: vies a full set 
of 7.1 analogue outputs 
Digital audio: yes Coaxial and optical 

outs 

SACD/DVD-A playback: m But you 
wouldn’t expect them here 

Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA decoding: 

yes/yes 

DoLby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA bitstream: 

yes/yes 

Profile 2.0: ves with full BD-Live 
compatibility 
Dimensions: 430(w) x 58(h) x 
277(d)mm 
Weight: 3 kg 
Features: USB 2.0 port; AVCHD, 
DivX HD, MKV, XviD, MPEG, VQB t 
MP3 t WMA, JPEG t PNG playback; 
Ethernet port; YouTube portal; 

DLNA-certification; Nero 
MediaHome (for PC - to set up 
sharing); wi-fi (802.11 b/g/n) 
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Phono tun: 

The inclusion 
of 7,1 phono 
outputs means 
the BD390 
is compatible 
with older 
AV receivers 


drawing boards, paper and pencils... 

I think you get what rm saying. 

The rear view also offers little in 
the way of surprises, although there 
is the welcome presence of a set of 
7.1 analogue audio outputs. While the 
deck is capable of decoding and 
bitstreaming Dolby TrueHD and 
DT5-HD Master Audio soundtracks 
through HDMI (and downmixing to 
pass-through optical), this means 
the LG can feed an older amplifier 
with high-resolution coughs and 
burps, it may also come in handy if, 
like me, you’ve completely filled your 
HDMI quota with a host of other toys 
and gadgets. 

The LG BD390 hides a USB 2.0 
port on the front under a weird 


mini-flap. It’s for media-playing 
purposes, and that’s its only role. 
Unlike some BD decks, this player 
doesn’t need a memory stick for 
storing BD-Live content and profiles 
- it has 1GB of internal storage. 

The polite thing to say about 
BD-Live is that it’s ‘stiLL in its infancy 
as a concept’. What that really means 
is that it’s mostLy a load of crap. 
However, while some of US 
couldn’t care less about 
downloadable trailers, 
extra commentary tracks 
and the like, to say that you're 
not bothered if your player doesn’t do 
it correctly, is like saying that you’re 
not bothered if your car doesn’t have 
air conditioning - most of the time 


Blu-rays that'll blow you away 

Ten cracking discs that show what the HDformat is ail about.,. 

Watchmen: The Director’s Cut All-Region f US Import) 

Bigger and better cut of the world’s smartest superhero film with 
superb interactive extras 

Batt lestar Galactica: The Complete Series All-Region 

The incredible sci-fi series becomes a spectacular Blu-ray smash with 
this feature-packed 20-disc set 

Iron Man -* All-Region 

High-octane action and breathtaking special effects are the order of 
the day in this superheroic AV powerhouse 

Sin City All-Region 

With its crisp black-and-white imagery and inventive extras, this 

two-disc set is so good it must be a sin 

Blade Runner 5-Disc CE -* All-Region (US Import) 

Notone, not two, but fiveditferent cuts of Ridley Scott’s scifi 
classic in gorgeous remastered HD, plus some incredible extras 

Wall-E Region B 

Pixar’s freshest and funniest film in years boasts hi-def visuals and 

lossless audio that will blow your mind 

Casino Royale: Deluxe Edition -+ All-Region 

Packed with more features than 007’scar. this two-disc set is a 

must- have for all h i -d ef action fans ■ i 

The Godfather Trilogy All-Region 

Coppola's epic crime saga beautifully remastered in 1030p and 

accompanied by essential supplementary features 

300: The Complete Experience -> All-Region (US Import) 

Zack Snyder s historical hack TV sLash flick returns to Blu-ray 
with the most comprehensive set of extras imaginable 
Sleeping Beauty: Platinum Edition Region B 
Restored to its original beauty, this Disney classic comes alive 
on BD with sensational 1080p animation and 7,1 audio 


/am 


you don’t even notice, but there will 
be the occasional scorcher (such 
as the US Director’s Cut edition of 
Watchmen) where you'll be pining 
for the choice. And, with its internal 
storage, that’s exactly 
what thissub-£3Q0 deck 
offers. It’s hassle-free 
and there if you need 
it. You can’t argue 
with that. 

Wireless 

Also Lurking on 
the LG’s specs 
is wi-fi, another 
technology that 
will help with 
BD-Live and 
much more 
besides. And 
there’s no 
wireLess dongLe 
needed here 
- unLike 
Samsung’s 
BD-P3600 
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reviewed on p84,the BD390 has 
its capabilities hidden within. 

The receiver is compliant with 
the higher bandwidth specification 
of 802,lln (as well as 802.11b/g), 

This means that, should you have a 
suitable wireLess router, not only can 
you access such features as the 
aforementioned BD-Live, YouTube 
and firmware updates with the same 
speed as a wired LAN connection, 
but you can also stream HD video 
from a PC. 

This deck also comes with full 
DLNA (Digital Living Network 
Alliance) certification, and it’s got the 
badge to prove it. In essence, it can 
stream music, pictures and video 
stored on a computer or NAS drive 
straight to your screen. And thanks 
to the s n' part of the 802.11n 
compatibility, it does so smoothly 
and extremely quickly (at the touch 
of a button). Generally, any Lag is 
down to the speed of your PC. 
DLNA-compliance isn’t exactly new 
to a Blu-ray player - a Pioneer BD 
deck offered a basic form of the 
technology for music streaming, and 
the PlayStation 3 has been doing it 
since its Launch - but it’s the sheer 
wealth of fiLe types that the BD39Q 
recognises that astounds. 

Like with its predecessor, this deck 
can play MKVfiLes. These are, 
essentially, but not exclusively, files 
that combine both high-definition 
video and 5,1 audio into one simply- 
designated lump. You’re most Likely 
to come across them if you are 
sailing the choppy waters of the 
Torrent websites, as they are the 
file-type commonly associated with 
Blu-ray movie rips and 
72Gp-encoded episodes of American 
TV shows. However, the BD370 
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32” BRAVIA 1Q80P FULL HD LCD TV 


digitaldirect.co.uk 
~ 0844 844 7560 


1920 x 1080 Resolution 
/24 FPS 

100Hz Motionflow 
Technology 
4 HDMI Inputs 
Bravia Engine 3 
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SONY 

Model: KDL-32W55D0 




PRODUCT range avaumle, 

mat GALES HOTLINE! 


urn 

SAMSUNG 

BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER 


► 1080p Full HD Playback 

* lx HDMI Connection 

* Firmware Upgradeable 

* HD Format Audio Decoding 


CALL IIS NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


Modei: BD-P1500 



Homi 
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19" HD READY LCD 
WITH FREEVIEW TUNER 

• 720p/ lOSOi Resolution 
•1 HDMI Input 

• USB Connect ion 

• PC Input 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 
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HD 


50" FULL HDtOBOP FREESAT 
PLASMA IV WITH 600HZ PROCESSING 

* 600Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

* 1920x 1080 Resolution/24 FPS 

* Infinite Black Contrast 

* Freesat HD Built-in 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 
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Model: TX-P5DG1DB 



freesat digital(Vj 


42" VIERA 1Q0HZ HD 
READY PLASMA TV 

* 720P/1080I resolution & 24 FPS 
- 100Hz Double Sean 

* 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

* 3 HOME Inputs 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 




Panasonic 

Model: TX-P42X10B 





32" DYNAPIX 1080P 
FULL HD LCD TV 

* DynaPix HD Picture Engine 

* Dynamic Contrast Ratio: 40,000:1 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 

* Swivel Stand 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


JVC 

Model: LT-320R1 
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Homi 


3.1 CHANNEL BLU-RAY 
CINEMA SYSTEM 

* 1080p Output via HDMI 

• Up-scales Standard DVDs 

* 24 FPS Output 

• 3.1 System with Virtual Surround 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


Panasonic 


37" REGZA 108DP 
FULL HD LCD TV 

* 1920 x 1080 Resolution 

* 4 HDMI inputs 

* Resol ution-f Technology 

* USB Connection 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 
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TOSHIBA 

Model: 37XV635 
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call or check online @ www.digitaldirect.co.uk 


FREE buy now hugevm,iet,of goi 
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LG's BD390 has multimedia 
aspirations beyond Blu-ray 


Tech Labs 

Power con su m pt i on: Watts 




Idling: Quite Low for 
this class of machine, 
though, as always, turn 
it off fully to save your 
electric bill 


Playing: Very Little 
extra power 
consumption while 
playing puts it in an 
eco-friendly bracket 



Blu-ray 
You say... 

Stephen 

Lightfoot: 


I only want two 
things from a 
Blu-ray player; 
the very best 
picture and 
sound you can 
elicit from a 
disc. Qh, and 
quick loading 
times would 
be a bonus. 

I have no 
interest in 
connecting it to 
the web, I have 
a computer for 
that, and to be 
honest I very 
rarely watch 
any extras. 


Kare Wenger: 


I want high 
quality audio 
and picture. 
Good build 
quality. Fast 
and smooth 
operation. 
Resume 
function on all 
BD discs. 
Multiformat 
playback DVD-A 
and SACD. LAN, 
YouTube and 
DivXis not 
important. 

I’d like to see 
onboard 
wireless as 
standard (it’s 
annoying have 
to runacable), 
and onboard 
memory. 

It seems insane 
this isn't 
standard, 

I really 

shouldn't have 
to stick a USB 
Stick In, just 
to get BD Live 
to work. 


machine could only play them If 
they were on a USB stick or on a 
recordable DVD, with the former 
being restricted in fiLesize and the 
Latter sometimes refusing to work, 
depending on the video itself. 

The BD390 though, can play them 
through the ether (wired or wireless), 
straight from the computer they were 
downloaded onto, or created on. 
Indeed, Legality-aside (because it's 
a grey area at present) you could rip 
your own BLu-rays to a suitably large 
hard drive or NAS box and play them 
in the living room through the LG 
without Leaving your seat - like an HD 
video jukebox. Superb. 

And that's not all You might even 
decide to use a different file-type 
for quality or size. This deck can 
recognise other HD codecs, such 
as VQB (MPEG) and AVCHD, it even 
carries fuLl DivX HD certification. 
Robert Baden Powell didn’t have this 
many badges. 

And the LG plays these HD codecs 
with aplomb. Despite most being 
encoded at 720p rather than lOSOp, 
the replay quality is excellent. Even 
when stretched to fill a 55in LCD TV, 
crispness and fine detail holds up. 
Standard DivX and XviD fare is a lot 
softer but that’s entirely the codec 
itseLf. Essentially, no matter the 
resolution, the LG displays the source 
video exactly as created, sometimes 
warts and all. 

Testing times 

Of course, Blu-ray-playing prowess 
shouldn't be forgotten amongst all 
my fawning over the feature-List 
DLNA-certification and wi-fi aside, 
it'd be a sorry state of affairs should 
the BD390's capabilities to spin a BD 
movie be hampered. 

Thankfully, they aren't. I’m not one 
to entirely trust subjective viewpoints 
aLone, which is why I always test a 


pLayer with a range of discs, including 
the Silicon Optix HD HQV Benchmark 
BLu-ray, and PAL DVD for upscaling 
purposes, and this deck passed every 
single test on both discs. That's 
impressive for a sub-£30O machine, 
and equates to both generally 
excellent-looking HD and SD video. 

To put a more real-world spin on it, 

I also fed the BD390 with the US 
Watchmen Director’s Cut BD, and was 
agog at the expansive detaiLs in the 
shadows (ifs a very dark movie in 
more than one sense), the filmic 
levels of detail, and the vibrancy and 
depth of the characters’ crime¬ 
fighting togs, I'm sold. 

The player is also 
impressive with loading 
times, and pips the Samsung 
BD-P3600 by a few seconds. In fact 
I would say that it is as speedy 
loading a BLu-ray disc as the 
PLayStation 3 (the original one), even 
a title thafs Java-heavy. There aLso 
didn't seem to be a time difference 
between BD and DVD on load up. 

If there's one element of the 
BD390 that’s not got quite the same 
wow factor as just about every other 
aspect of this machine, it’s the audio 
performance. It’s good, but not 
spectacular. For the price, ifs more 
than adequate, and those without 
experience of high-end audio DACs 
at work will be impressed enough by 
a Dolby TrueHD or DTS-HD MA track. 
But this is an area that would be 
worth more investment if, say, you 
built your own home cinema. 

Other than that i am extremely 
impressed with this player. Indeed, 
i d go as far to say that this is the best 
BLu-ray deck I’ve encountered yet. 

! can't fault its video performance 
at alL, and its feature count is 
astonishing. If you're looking to create 
a high-definition entertainment hub 
in your Living room, this is it 


Analogue: An 

unspectacular figure 
which doesn’t suggest 
outstanding analogue 
audio performance. 
Higher-end BD decks 
from Pioneer and Sony 
test much lower 


Vision: This video jitter 
figure is better, 
suggesting high-quality 
components and video 
processing functions 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speeds 
tray eject 

I «* 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 


Disc loading & Java: 

Boots up extremely 
quickly, one of the 
fastest on the market 



HCC VERDICT 

LGBD390 
£290 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.conn/631706 

Highs: Superb feature List; wireless 
HD video streaming; excellent video 
performance 
Lows: Audio only reasonable; 
unoriginal, if nice, design 

Performance: oooo© 
Design; OOGOO 

Features: OOOOO 

Overall: 06606 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE NOVEMBER 2009 


wwwA—dowiwjwl & wwwj o umal- p tomd 









...over 80 brands ...with more being added every week!* 

SOUND & VISION 

THE MANCHESTER SHOW 

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema, Flat Screens, Projectors - it’s all at Manchester 


Great Deals and special offers only available at the Show 

WIN superb prizes in our Show Competition! 


Saturday 17th October 2009 

Opening time: 9:30am - 5:30pm 

Sunday 18th October 2009 

Opening time: 10am - 5pm 

Admission: Adults £6.00 
Students/Senior Citizens (over 65) £3.00 
Accompanied Children under 16 Free 


Latest News - Just some of the exciting 
new additions on Show at Manchester: 

Alphason - launch a new range of furniture by Conran. 
BStW - showing the EISA award winning CM9 speakers. 
Chord Company ■ showing several new cables. 

Denon - new hi-fi stereo separates, a new two-piece mini 
system as well as a full line up of AV models for 2009-10, 
Electrocompaniet - planning to introduce new models! 
Focal - updated Electro Be range 
JVC - showcasing the new LT-32WX50 LED slim monitor. 
Marantz - unveil its 'Pearls', for their first UK showingl 
Monitor Audio first outing for the new SllverRX range, 

NAD - see the new stereo amplifiers. 

Onkyo - see the full line up of home cinema receivers. 
Samsung - showing the next generation of LED TVs. 

Sonos - see the new CR2QG touch screen controller. 

Wharf ©dale - see the new Diamond 10 Series. 

The What HI-FI? Sound and Vision Awards 2009 will be 


Tickets are only available on the day, 

PLEASE NOTE: there Is no dedicated trade day, Trade and Press can 
pre-register by visiting the website, 

Renaissance Hotel Blackfriars Street, Manchester, M3 2EQ. 


announced at the Show - prior to the Awards issue that 
comes out the following week. 

So be the first to see their 2009 
winners, most of which will be on 
demonstration at the Show!!! 

Current brands on show indude (updated every week): Alphason Designs, 
Arvotek Acoustics, Anthem. Arcam. Audio Note. Audio Techmco Headphones, 
0DL Bowers & Wlkans Loudspeakers, Canton, Chord Company Ghumby. Conran 
Cum Hi-Fi. Cyrus. Daft, Denon. Diverse Vinyl. Dynoudla Electrocompaniet. Epson. 
Fatman. Firestone. Focal Goidring Groat Grada Hi End, Hl-R Plus. HI-FI World. 
IDapt, JVC KEF r Kicker. Krnnber, Lehmann, Maronte, Meridian F0O, mi Football, 
Monitor Au<*a Myryod NAD r Nairn Autfo, Off The Wat. Okkt Nokki, Onkyo. Opera 
Optimum. Orlotoa Outcast Junior; Panasonic. Paroc*gm P Pathos, Pfoneet Pro-Jeer, 
ProAc. Pure Sound, Q Acoustics, QED, Quad, Rotcsan. RoteL Puss Andrews 
Accessories, Samsung. Scandyna Sootoos. Sonos, Sony. Sound stye, Stuff 
Magazine, Sugoea fhorens, fr-angle, UKD r unison. uPlcy, van den Hul/Vinyts Best. 
Vita Audio, Wharfedaie. What HI-FI? Sound and Vision, Yamaha & many more, 


WHAT HI FI? 

SO HMD AMD VISIOM 


EEM 



Getting to the show 



Manchester 
Victoria Sin 


Triangle 


A604I 


Royal 

Exchange 




By car: North, Take the 
M56 motorway to the 
City Centre 
South, Take the M6 
motorway north 
towards Manchester 
and exit onto the M56 

By train: Manchester 
Victoria Station is only 
a 5 minute walk. 
Piccadilly Station Is 
only a 5 minute taxi 
ride or 10 minute walk. 


Organised by the 
Audio T Group 


In association with 


Previously known as 


audio T WHAT Hi-Fi? 


f ISlC 



Practical Hi-Fi 






*Visit www.manchestershow.co.uk for all the latest information 







74 NAD T747-» £1,000 Approx -* http://nadelectronics.com 


Grand designs 


NAD's T747 is looking to claim a chunk of the £1,000 AV receiver market. 
Richard Stevenson thinks it might succeed 


N AD has an enviable reputation 
for delivering superb value 
for money, especially when 
performance is a priority. Not actually 
my words, but NAD’S. The cLaim 
heads up the T747 product overview 
and, try as I might, i simply can't 
disagree. Over the years, decades 
in fact, the company has consistently 
delivered solid-performing products 
that have generally sacrificed bells 



and whistles in favour of better 
performance for your hard-earned, 
or benefit-thieved, pound. 

But hoLd the phone! Have you 
seen the features list of the new 
T747? It has got auto-set-up with 
a supplied mic, two remote controls, 
multizone support, an onscreen 
GUI, a lOSOp video upscaler and 
a data-dock connection for an iPod 


Makeover: 

NAD has 
added some 
gentle curves 
to its AYR 
design 


- and I’ve only stopped there 


because I ran out of breath. Add-in a 
comprehensive suite of IR repeaters, 
12V triggers, an RS232 port, ample AV 
sockets and 4-in-l-out vl.3 HDMIs, 
and top it off with decoding for all our 
favourite Dolby and DTS HD audio 
codecs and NAD’s own matrix 
surround sound format, EARS. 

Ah, makes me chuckle every time. 

The 747 has also had a bit of a 
makeover. Compared to previous 



□□DOLBY OdK» mo MOfTlt 
Master Audio 


The T747 delivers a lush, addictive sound 




PHONES 

n 
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NAD receivers, the new properly- 
biack and neatly-curved fascia with 
blue display elevates it to simply 
‘plain 3 - up from butt-ugly. It is not 
yet mixing it with the likes of Harman 
Kardon or Pioneer in the style stakes, 
but lessons learnt from the 
success of the rather funky 
Visa components are 
certainly beginning to show 
through. Even the remote is 
topped with a gloss bLack paneL 
reminiscent of current Samsung TV 
and BD deck handsets. 

Okay, it's missing a few optical 
digital inputs, the terminals are a bit 
on the budget side of solid and there 
is no Ethernet port for networking. 

But we’re talking about a subH£l,000 
receiver here. 

Signal failure 

This NAD also comes with an 
optional trump card - a DAB radio 
module, A £150 premium on top of 
the base-line model gets you the DB1 
DAB module or, for stateside NAD 
owners, an XM satellite radio tuner. 
Whether the DAB tuner is any good is 


AV/CV 



Position: 


Near the 
bottom of 
NAD’S 

seven-strong 
dedicated 
AVR range 


Peers; 


Denon 

AVR-3310; 

Marantz 

5R“7002; 

Pioneer 

V5X-LX52 


a mystery to me as a decent signal 
hasn't made it to the South Coast yet 
- so as most of Sussex and Kent still 
regard FM and Nicam stereo as 
new-fangled’, I do rather miss the 
net-connection for web radio. 

There is a lot going on inside and 
outside of the NAD for the money, 
so where’s the catch? Has the 
brand given up on its less-is-more 
performance-first philosophy and 
gone all gadgety ? I severeLy hope 
not, because it will get its corporate 
backside wupped by Onkyo at this 
price point. 

Predictably, NAD has taken a very 
modest view of its power output, 

A mere 7 x 60W is the claimed 
output, which implies the T747 
has alL the raw industrial machismo 
of an energy-saving lightbulb. 

This rating is buried within a veritabLe 
spreadsheet of power figures 
proclaimed at different impedances, 
frequencies and phases of the 
moon. More reassuringly, our 
Tech Labs measured the output 
at 5 x 141W, and having lived with 
the T747 for a week, I can safeLy say 


the power wiLL be ‘more than enough’ 
for most people. 

Clunky 

The T747’s set-up is straightforward 
- or would have been had the review 
sample had the correct remote 
control supplied. Vet even using the 
fascia buttons alone the receiver is 
up and running in a jiffy compared to, 
welL, pretty much every other £1,000 
receiver on the market. On the 
downside, the onscreen display is 
more of a colourful menu rather than 
the photo-realistic GUI’s glamming 
up the competition, and some of the 
settings are rather coarse. For 
example, speaker distance can only 
be adjusted in Q.3m/lft increments 
(many AVRs now go to 1cm) and the 
relative channel leveL is adjusted in 
chunky ldB steps - the Denons and 
Pioneers at this price by a factor of 
10. Oh, and the auto-set up got the 
subwoofer level so wrong I lost two 
fillings to the THX logo clip. 

It doesn’t really matter, though. 
The NAD is so easy to adjust that it’s 
almost as quick to set it up manually 




VOtUWE 


-*■ Specifications 

Dolby D gital T rueHD yes plus Digital, 
Digital Pius and Pro Logic 11/1 lx 
DTS-HD Master Audio: vre plus DTS, 
DTS-HD High Resolution, Neo:6 
THX no No badge snobs here 
Multichannel audio: yes7 x 60 W 
amplifiers 
Multichannel input: vre7.1 phono 
Muitiroom: yes main plus one zone 
AV inputs: yes 6 x S-video & 
composite; 4 x digital audio (2 x 
coaxial, 2 x optical) 
HDMI input/output: yes 4- in, 1-out 
<vl.3a) 

Video upscaling: yesXo lOBOp 
Componeni yes 3-in, 1-out 
Dimensions: 435(w) x 394(d) 
xl67(h)mm 
Weight: 16,2kg 
Features AM/FM tuner; optional 
DAB module; onscreen GUI; EARS 
DSP mode; Dolby Virtual 
Surround; 2 IR Inputs; 11R Output, 
12V triggers; two remotes, R5232 
interface; Data Port for use with 
optional NAD Dock for iPod 


L RfMONO) VIDEO S-VIDEO OPTICAL MPflWC 
L AUOIO— 1 


FRONT WPUT 
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-» Tech Labs 

Power con sumption: Watts 



Idling: Not an 

enormous 
consumption 
considering the spec, 
but you wouldn’t want 
to leave it on standby 



Powered: 

Considering the output 
in five-channel mode, 
this indicates a high 
level of efficiency 


Power ratings; Watts (8 Q ,0.5% THD) 


ISO 



2-charmet Bil: 

Performs we Hover spec 
whether you look at 
the quoted 7 x fiOW 
Simultaneous 
Disclosure Power figure 
or 7 k 120 W Minimum 
Continuous Power 


ISO 



5-channel 812: 

The five-channel 
performance of this 
model is a very healthy 
14-1W, There's no 
shortage of juice. 


Connect four: 

For a £1,000 
AYE, four 
HDMI inputs is 
par for the 
course 


and the sound is lush and addictive. 
Playing the Blu-ray release of 
Monster’s Ino, the T747 rises easily 
to the challenge of the various vocal 
tones and the incredible array of 
different set ambiences. Listen to 
Mike and SulLey's diaLogue in the 
hangar and you feel every bit of the 
vast space, with the NAD creating 
accurate reverb and echo effects that 
nail the spatial sensation. Yet switch 
to a bedroom scene (no, not one of 
those bedroom scenes.,.) and you 
can all but feeLthe duvet and 
furniture damping their voices. This 
accuracy and detaiL is not uncommon 
among receivers of this price point, 
but the T747 manages to illicit the 
effect with such ease. 

Nor is it simply too safe for its 
own good. As the tempo rises NAD'S 
receiver picks up the pace nicely, 
adding a little more of everything 
across the board. Bass gets deeper 
and faster, the top-end projects 
further and the sound stage expands 
to create an even more impressive 
action vista. It's not an AVR that will 
have you k oohing’ and 'ahhhhing’ over 
any one particular facet of its 
presentation - or perhaps seeking 
out action-clips for the sake of it 
- but you won’t find anything to point 
a critical finger at either! 


Watts the story? 

Push up the volume and you wiil 
begin to wonder just where every 
other manufacturers' Watts are 
going to. With ampLe ciockwise 
action on the volume knob the sound 
simply grows in stature without 
getting harsh or changing balance 


- a common trait in less powerful 
amps. With large, efficient floor- 
standing speakers it managed a 
10 Od B (A-WTD ave rage) i n - roo m 
output with enviabLe grace, and 
turned the comic chase scenes in 
Bolt into sequences worthy of Bullit. 

We Li, a L most. The T747 is every bit 
as punchy and dynamic as the 
£1,000 competition, but I discerned 
a limited maximum SPL, Simply put, 
the NAD wiil not go as maxed-out 
loud as some of its peers, but it does 
get to medium-serious Listening 
volumes a whole lot more gracefully 
that many of them. 

WiLLthe slightLy Limited max SPL 
matter to most people? ProbabLy 
not - unless you are blessed with 
stone-deaf neighbours. What the 
NAD offers instead is an 
unflappable solidity and 
cast-iron guarantee that no matter 
what you throw at it. it will continue 
to sound great. A week’s Listening 
encompassed a broad brush of 
BLu-rays - ZZ Top Live in Texas, Monty 
Python’s Life of Brian, Milk and 
Lesbian Vampire Killers - and the 
NAD disappeared into the movie- 
watching experience every time. 

The T747 is a capable all-rounder 
that lulls you with its easy-going style 
and by being pretty darn good at 
everything, Denon's equivalent 
has more chutzpah, Pioneer's 
more detail and Onkyo’s perhaps 
more refinement, but the T747's 
simplicity, soiidity and consistent 
performance keeps NAD's reputation 
for quality and value thoroughly 
intact. In all, a worthy upgrade 
for existing NAD faithful 


Untainted: Watts 

[NADT747 



Qenon AVR-2309 


Signal/noise: dB 

20 Hz 

■ -71dB 

I kHz 

M “53dB 
20kHz 

| -38dB 


Fidelity firewall: 

Our measurement of 
power achieved before 
distortion becomes 
unacceptable. The 91W 
figure is better than the 
paper spec might lead 
you to believe 


S/N tests: 

Signai-to-noise tests 
suggest good results in 
the low and mid bands, 
with average figures for 
high-frequency bands 



HCC VERDICT 


NADT747 
£1,000 Approx 

Price check; www.techradar.com/629727 

Highs: Storming all-round 
performance; eases you into every 
film;simpLetouse 
Lows: No Ethernet or USB inputs; 
DAB costs extra; shortage of Watts 
for reaL grunt 

Performance: O0QO© 
Design; O00Q0 

Features: O00GO 

Overall: OOOO© 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE NOVEMBER 2009 

















































Bringing you lo , 
a U the latest te 
tor over 20 



Desktop PCs 




PHOTOFRAME 


Offer Price 


Usually £5f? 

Offer only available 
when you visit 

www.dabs.com/ 

homecinema 





Enjoy action packed DVDs, 
sporting events & gaming.. 


Epson EH-DM2 
HD Projector 

Create an amazing High-Definition cinema experience in seconds with this integrated 
projector and DVD player with speakers. Its quick and easy to set up, offering incredible 
media flexibility, and packs up into a carry case so you can take the excitement wherever you 
want. You can connect to a PC, camera or MP3 player and a USB memory stick, to pLay DVD/ 
DivX movies, audio CDs and MP3 files, plus view your digital images. Excellent image quality 
and fantastic sound from powerful built-in speakers ensure a reaL multimedia experience. 


r i200 

ANSI 

LUMENS 


300:1 

CONTRAST 

RATIO 


3000 

HOURS 

LAMP LIFE 


10801 

HD FORMAT 


BUILT IN 

DVD 

PLAYER 


Buy online today at www.dabs.com/homecinema 

*1 RLfc 8Q‘' lfc.V liirmral projection screen & 7“ ASIA PhpUilrame MfkrtViatlolly tuned wilbynur tpsnn 0M? HO Frojnctur Qnlywhrisl pnarnntignal stocks l.a*1. 

Prices ca-nect at time of go ng lo print hut may change without notice. Nothing n this ad Fonris part of any contract. Visit www.dahs.com For Latest prices. Prices a^e ndusive of VAT tuit exclusive of delivery charges and will he conf rmed at checkout. For fall details, see 
www.dabs.com/delrvery. We are only able to take orders online via our webs te For delivery to UK addresses. E'-mrs and* omissions excepted. Buy Now Pay in 12 Months: Ava .table on enters oetween C25Qand E5DD3. Arrangement tee of E25 will oe charged. 1D% depos t requrad. 
For more informat on including examples visit www.dflhs.com/finance. Calls may fee monitored to ensure levels of service and for training purposes, dabs.com. National Logistics Centre, Wingates Indwst' al Estate, Westhooghton, Bolton,. BL5 3XLJ. Ema I assistarvceifldabs.conn. 











78 KALEIDESCAPE MINI->£7,700 Approx-*www,kaleidescape.com 


Juke in a box 

Martin Pipe tries out the Mini, Kaleidescape's entry-level movie server 






^escape 


1 




-* Specifications 

Mu It i reg i no b ut you ca n ch an ge 
the region four times before it Locks 
SACD/DVO-A rn/rn 
Component output: vs to 1080i {but 
DVD playback standard-def only) 
HDMLvesI output, vl.3 

Upscaling: DVD only, up to 1080p 
Dimensions: 451 (w) x 83(h) 
x 438(d) mm 
Weight: 9.75kg 
Also featuring: CD/DVD drive for 
importing/playing media; intuitive 
user interface; 2 independent 
audio zones; 10bit 4:4:4 video 
processing; self-insta liable; 

Ethernet port; support for up to 
four additional 500GB drives 


Y ou can build your own 
multimedia jukebox with 
inexpensive bits and pieces, 
but none have yet matched the 
usability of Ka Lei descape’s server/ 
player systems. No arcane 
gobbledegeek here - selecting 
a movie, song or complete album 
involves a system so intuitive even 
Big Brother contestants could use it. 

Among the metadata added by 
KaLeidescape are photos, cover art, 
title information and even reviews. 
CDs and DVDs are imported from 
the disc 'as-is 1 without compression. 

AIL menus and extras are 
retained, too, although you can 
jump straight to a movie. Exactly 
the same 'KaLeidescape Experience' 
underpins the brand's new entry-level 
product - the Mini - which contains 
both server and player in a solidly- 
built and tastefully backlit unit. 

Behind the Mini’s front-panel 
drawbridge, you'lL find a CD/DVD 
drive for importing or playing files. 

In this lowered state, the four drive 
bays are visible. Depending on 
configuration, up to 225 DVDs, 

2500 CDs or a m ix of the two can be 
accommodated. Based around 2.5in 
drives, the onboard server employs 
Kaleidescape’s proprietary RAID-K 
technology. If a drive fails, your 
collection need not be lost. 

The Mini gives you the same AV 
connectivity options as the existing 
players, pLus two independent audio 
zones. It can integrate with other 
Minis, players or Kaleidescape servers 
on your home network. Support for 
hi-def is minimal - no BLu-ray, 
for example, A hi-def demo film 


showcases its readiness for such 
formats, though, and looked very 
good indeed on Cineversum's 
BLackWingl projector. 

As did DVDs, with the caveat that 
all of my sampLe's pre-instaLled 
movies were Rl/NTSC - and thus 
subject to the very slight motion 
judder introduced by the pull-down 
process. To be fair, Little difference 
could be seen after 1 used the web 
interface to switch the HDMI output 
to 48Gi (thereby using the projector’s 
own processing). This suggests the 
Mini’s own video processing is to up 
to home cinema standards. 


AV/CV 



Plays for sure 

In other respects, you get a wide 
contrast range allied to crisp detail 
and natural colour rendition - the 
presentation is akin to that of a 
high-end DVD player. Playback, both 
J off-the-disc’ and imported, of a PAL 
DVD proved excellent And audio? 
Again, this was up to scratch. As 
expected, 5.1 movie soundtracks 
retained all the vigour of the DVD 
originaLs. CDs, auditioned via a stereo 
output, aLso fared weLL: I compared 
a Led Zep installed album on the Mini 
with my own CD, played via an Arcam 
deck. Any differences between the 
two were minimal 

The Kaleidescape Mini is a unique 
proposition. It’s expensive, but far 
more affordable than the company’s 
previous products. It can work on 
a self-contained basis, and can 
be instaLled in minutes. The server 
concept means you spend less time 
looking for movies or music, and 
more time enjoying them 


Tech Labs 

The Mini's ‘region’ can be changed up 
to four times via the InstaLLer Web 
Utility’, accessible from a PC 
connected to your home network, If 
you've got a collection of R1 DVDs, you 
could change the region and import 
them one at a time before changing 
back to R2. Kaleidescape told HCC 
that some particularly well-heeled 
customers choose to purchase two 
players (or two Minis), one of which 
would be set to Region 2 and the 
other to Region 1, The installer Web 
Utility provides different video 
processing settings for NTSC and RAL 
playback, so you’ll get the best 
possible results from both types of 
material. For example, NTSC can be 
upscaled to ]O8Op/60 (with 
interlacing that employs 3:2 pulldown 
correction) while PAL is upscaled to 
108Op/50 (no such pulldown 
correction necessary) 



HCC VERDICT 

Kaleidescape Mini 
£7,700 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/629073 

Highs: Unprecedented ease of use: 

top-flight performance 
Lows: Bare minimum of support for 
hi-def media; no support for TV 
(other than DVD releases) 

Performance: oooo© 
Design: 08600 

Features: 08600 

Overall: 00006 
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Just for the 
pure performance. 

The TD725sw gives you nothing but kiss delivered in sharper time 
and accuracy. It's the only way a performance should he heard. 
Recommended and awarded by HiFi+, it's the perfect accompaniment 
to your speaker system. Visit www-.eclipse-td,net to see how 
r rime-Domain technology lets nothing get in ihe way of your sound. 

★ ★★★★ 

October 3006 




TIME DOMAIN AUDIO SYSTEM 

TD725stu 
FUj?TSU TEN 


Eclipse UK +44 {0)20 7328 4499 www.eclpse-td.net 

















80 TECHNISAT HDFS-*£190 Approx-►www.technisatco.uk 


The stylish build elevates this Freesat 
receiver above many of its rivals 




Freesat unlocked 


TechniSat's receiver adds networking and European TV to the Freesat HD 

party. Marlin Pipe 


F or those without reLiabLe 
access to digital terrestrial. 

TV, Freesat HD is the obvious 
choice if a satellite dish is an option 
but you don't want Sky, Some TV 
sets have Freesat HD tuners built-in, 
but if you've already got a decent 
display, a set-top box will fit your bill. 
As far as these go, the quality 
choice has long been Humax's 
Foxsat-HD, but now there's another 
option. You might not have heard of 
TechniSat, but in the satellite TV field 
this German brand is equally-revered. 

TechniSat's HDFS differs from 
Humax's by building in some novel 


revels in this Teutonic treasure 



features. For starters, this elegant 
machine can - with appropriate 
setup - be used to receive non- 
Freesat channels. Indeed, it wiLL drive 
a DiSEqC switchbox or motorised 
dish, and thereby opening up the 
world of European satellite telly. 
However, the setup menu needed to 
achieve this isn't 'hidden'from users 
- Humax, take heed! 

Then there’s its onboard 
m ult i medi a play back fac Hi t i e s. Lo we r 
the unit's front-panel, drawbridge, 
and you'll see a USB socket and a 
pair of card readers. Between them, 
these slots cater for Compact Flash, 


Plug n play: 

Below the front 
flap you'll find 
a USB socket 
and two media 
card readers 


MemoryStick and SD/MMC As welt 
as JPEGs, the HDFS wilL ptay MPEG-2 
video and MP3 audio stored on 
such cards, or FAT32-formatted 
USB devices like solid-state memory 
or hard drives. Not DivX, though. 

All Freesat receivers, HD or 
otherwise, have an Ethernet port. 
Currently, it's unused for Freesat 
apps although it should soon let 
BBC's i Player be unleashed on your 
TV. With the HDFS, though, you're 
not at Freesat’s whim. Connect it 
to a network, and it'll access 
compatible content from shared 
PC folders, A £30 wi-fi dongle is 
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-» Specifications 

HOD/PVR: no No timeshifting here 
DVB tuner yes , DVB-S and DVB-S2 
(Freesat HD compliant) 
Upscaling: KEstolOSOi HDMi: yes 
Scart; yfs 2 (1 RGB)) 
USB: yEsfront and rear 
Component output no 
Stereo phono output: yes 
Digital audio output: yes optical and 
coaxial x 
Dimensions: 

305(w) x 50(h) x200(d)mm 
Weight: 1,56kg 
Features: Ethernet; Freesat HD EPG; 
30 channel-change/start-up/ 
recording timer events 
p rogram m able m an ua l ly o r vi a 
EPG; USB; CompactFlash and 
MemoryStick/MMC/SD card 
readers; J P EG/M P3/M PEG-2/ 
MPEG-2 TS playback from 
network or storage device; picture 
freeze; wi-fi adaptor available; 
can receive non-Freesat channels 



available if stringing up Ethernet 
cables isn't your idea of fun. 

As a Freesat HD receiver 
the HDFS is difficult to 
fault . An auto-install wizard 
takes you through the process of 
configuring the receiver - aeriaL 
setting, firmware updates, AV output, 
postcode entry and channel 
searching. The latter is fast, and new 
scans are easily invoked from the 
simple and well-designed menu 
system. From here/you can also 
switch to the non-Freesat 
(TechniSat’) mode, configure 
Ethernet/wi-fi, change parental- 
control parameters and access 
the media pLayer. 

There are three timer variants. 
One wakes up the receiver, another 
switches channels at a specified 
time and the third is provided for 
recording purposes - it’s intended 
for use with external Scart-fed 
recorders. All timers can be 
programmed from the slick EPG, 
or manually. Automatic recording 
of complete series isn't allowed for, 
unless the programme Is broadcast 
at the same time daily or weekLy, 

As with other Freesat-HD kit, a 
'genre 1 view enables you to home in 
on channels and programmes. 


AV/CV 

Product; 


Freesat HD 
receiver with 
multimedia 
playback and 
potential to 
receive extra 
services 


Position: 


Tech ni Sat f s 
debut Freesat 
receiver 


Peers: 


Hum ax 

Foxsat-HD; 

Metronic 

Sat HD1QQ; 

Grundig 

GUFSAT01HD 



Wireless: 

Shell out 
an extra 
£30 for 
wi-fi 



You also get the ability to access 
a wide selection of radio stations 
- most of which sound better than 
DAB. For best results, connect the 
digital audio output - which will also 
take Dolby Digital soundtracks off HD 
channels - to your AV system. 
Bitstreams are available via HDML 

Crisp delivery 

Feeding a Samsung LCD TV with an 
HDMI signal - the top option here 
is 1080S for hi-def and upscaled 
standard-def- brought delicious 
pics from BBC HD and ITV HD, 

The sheer finery of textures really 
stood out, as did the sense of 
depth and true-to-life realisation 
of colour A head-to-head 
comparison with BBC HD on 
Sky proved the TechniSat's 
capabilities. The accompanying 
audio was fine, too. I didn't spot 
any Lip-sync issues, and if you do, 
a menu-driven AV sync feature 
will compensate for video 
processing delays. 

However, the HD 
performance, coupled with 
the revealing nature of 
the Samsung TV, 
demonstrated just how 
poor quality many 


standard-def channeLs are; distinctly 
soft and littered with artefacts. This 
isn't TechniSat's fault - they look just 
as ropey on Sky. MPEG DVD rips 
played over my network via wi-fi 
looked much better, although with 
Ethernet they tended to stutter. Odd. 

Conclusion 

Moving your dish around to get Euro 
telly isn't everyone's bag, and neither 
is multimedia playback. Even so, 
TechniSat’s HDFS is a superb Freesat 
HD receiver - and a must-have for 
PC users, home networkers and 
Italian soap opera fans. I can't wait 
for the planned USB PVR upgrade 


HCC VERDICT 

Technisat HDFS 
£190 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/629186 

Highs: Solid AV quality; goes one 
step further than conventional 
Freesat hardware 
Lows Simultaneous RGB Scart/ 
HDMI impossible 

Performance: ooooo 

Design: ooooo 

Features: 08000 

Overall: Q00Q0 
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82 SONY PS3 SLIM ->£250 Approx -> uk.playstation.com/ps3/ 


PS3 Slim ups the ante 

The slimline console has new tricks up its sleeve. Steve May is seduced 


-» Specifications 

Upscaling yes to 1080p 
lultiregion:woR2 DVD; RB Blu-ray 
HDMI: vesT x vl.3 
Componem w Not on this 
console 

Phono audio outputs: yes but only 
via proprietary AV Multi Out 
Digital audio outputs: yes 1 x 
optical 

SACD/DVD-A playback:^ 
Dimensions: 

290{w) x 65{h) x 290(d)mm 
Weight 3.2kg 
Features: 2 X USB 2,0 jacks; 
ernet connection; 120GB HDD; 
wireless controller; wi-fi; plays 
games, too 



here’s little doubt that the PS3 
Slim is an enticing prospect. 
Significantly smaller than the 
original, with an enLarged 120GB hard 
drive, trendy new matt cabinet finish 
and more digestible price tag, it puts 
Sony squarely back in the game. 

But just how good is it as a Blu-ray 
player? Does it offer a step-up in AV 
performance over the original, and 
should existing PS3 owners rush to 
part-exchange their old consoles for 
this year’s svelte model? 

Listen up 

First up, noise. The original PS3 was 
significantly quieter than its Microsoft 
rivaL when it came to operational 
clicks and whirrs - while the Xbox 
360 sounded Like a hyperactive 
vacuum cleaner, the PS3 maintained 
a dignified hum. This model, at least 
initially, is quieter still, although heat 
builds up quickly during use and the 
fan noise accelerates accordingly. 
Midway through X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine , i noted that the console 


As a DVD player it’s relatively poor, 
with a measured high frequency 
response of -6.14dB (@ 5.3MHz), 
This is worse than the original, but 
is mitigated by the scaler, which 
is actuaLly really rather good. 

However, the Slim has a more 
significant tech ace up its sLeeve. 
Unlike the original PS3, which 
decoded hi-rez soundtracks to linear 
pcm, you can now bitstream 
out DolbyTrueHD and 
DTS-HD Master Audio to 

awaiting receiver over HDMI, it’s a 
weLcome refinement and one that 
puts the console on par with current 
standalone players. 

BD picture quality is very good, 
and Java loading speed is 
phenomenally fast. Crank 2: High 
Voltage , which has more than its fair 
share of creative code, bedded-in 
faster on the PS3 Slim than it did 
on a high-end Sony BDP-S5000ES, 
However, this speed is ruined by 
average disc-Loading speeds “the 
slot mechanism on this model is 



->Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


AV/CV 

Product: 


generation 
PlayStation 3 
Blu-ray games 
console 

Replaces the 
original PS3 to 
become the 
daddy of Sony’s 
gaming division 

Xbox 360 and 
numerous 
dedicated 
entry-level 
Blu-ray players 



Idling: Even idling, 
Sony’s PS3 SLIm uses a 
lot of juice (but this is 
around half the 
consumption of the 
original PS3) 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1,000 



Analogue: Good, but 

not as good as the 
original PlayStation 3 
which recorded 
an analogue audio jitter 
measurement 
Of 137,9ps 



Playing: Enormous 
power consumption 
compared to an 
average BD player 
- more like a 
fully-blown PC 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed 
■ 4s 


Disc in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loading & Java: 

While loading is 
phenomenally fast, at 
around 4 seconds, 
disc-loading speed 
drags down the total to 
an average 65 seconds 


was disgorging a lot of heat through 
its rear vents, and at that point, in 
terms of fan noise it didn’t strike me 
as a significant improvement on 
what’s gone before, 

!n terms of absolute performance, 
it's also not as assured as the original. 
While the console can spin CDs, it’s 
no replacement for a CD player. The 
original was surprisingly good in this 
regard, delivering only 137.9ps of 
measured audio jitter - it was let 
down mainly by issues relating to the 
cabinet and its rigidity. But with this 
iteration there's a notable increase 
in audio jitter, which is up to 4617ps. 
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inferior to that of the first-gen model. 
OveraLl, the PS3 Slim is a 


worthwhile update for the Sony 
games console. Commercially It hits 
all the right buttons, but in pure AV 
terms, only the ability to bitstream 
out Lossless audio is advantageous 
over the original. That said, it remains 
a seductive proposition 


Improved: 

Sony's PS3 
now bitstreams 
HD audio 
over HDMI 



HCC VERDICT 

Sony PlayStation 3 Slim 
£250 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/631210 


Highs: Good BD performance: Dolby 
True H D/DTS- H D M A 
bitstream output 
Lows: More power consumption than 
a BD deck; average DVD playback 


Performance: ooooo 
Design: 

Features: 


123 4 S 


12 3 4 5 


Overall: 00600 
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Central London’s One Stop Electronics Superstore 


SONY JVC Panasonic -u'H'fl* ®lg Authorised UK Dealer^o™^ 


TOSHIBA © YAMAHA sharp 



UE46B8000 



46" Series 8 Ultra Slim 
Crystal Design FULL 
HD 1080P LED TV with 
2QQJ1Z Motion Pius & 
Medi#2.0 


|UM, 


ECALL 


UE40B7020 





40" Series 7 Ultra Slim 
Crystal Design FULL 
HD 1080P LED TV With 
100'hz Motion Pius & 
1080 24p Real Movie 

Also Available in 32", 46" St 55 " 

I £3 £CALI 


UE46B6000 



46" Series 6 Ultra Slim 
FULL HD 108OP LED 
TV with Mega Dynamic 
Contrast, 10Ohz Motion 
Plus & USB 2,0 


ECALL 


BDP460D 




Momi 


World's Slimmest Biu- 
Ray Player with USB 
- 2,0, 2CH Analog Audio 
Outputs, HDM1 Outputs 
a. BD Live Capabilities 
with 1GB Storage 

S ECALL 


Panasonic 


r TXP46G15 



46" FULL HD I080P 
Plasma TV with Free&at 
built-in, 600Hz Sub-field 
Drive Intelligent Frame 
Creation Pro & 4x HDMI 


Also Available in 37", 42", 4 


dlfflalOd 


ECALL 


TXP50X10 





50" HD Ready Digital 
Plasma TV with 100Hz 
Double Scan, Superb 
Image Quality, Smart 
Networking with VIERA 
Link & 3x HDMI 
Also Available in 37" & 42 


r Zi SERIES Full HD Plasma TV with 


freesat built-in, Stylish 
Slim Design, WirelessHD™, 
GOOHa Sub-field Drive,100 
Hz Double Scan Separate 
tuner box a 4x HDMI 
Available Only In-Store with demonstration 



Full HO 


S5E23 ECALL 


; ;: V 



Blu-ray Disc™ Recorder 
with HDD (500GB), Twin 
HD Satellite Tuner, SD 
Memory Card Slot and 
USB Terminal 



£699.99 


ECALL 


BUY NOW PAY LATER! INTEREST FREE CREDIT* for 10 Months 


* Available on orders over £750 


Subject to Status 


Speakers / Subwoofers 


"\ 


JBL E51Q Beech.,,,,. £84,99 

JBL ES20 Beech / Cherry....... ....£129.99 

JBL ESSO Beech /Blk / Cherry.. £139,99 

JBL ESSO Cherry (EX-DISPLAY). £299.09 

JBL ESIOO Beech (EX-DISPLAY).. .,£399.99 

JBL E20*.*,*.*.*.. ..£99.99 

JBL E80. ........£199.99 

JBL El 50. .. £ 149.99 

JBL EC25. £99,99 

JBL E150. £129-99 

JBL ES150 Beech / Cherry....... £199.99 

JBL ES250PW Cherry___ £289-99 

JBL Balboa-30..Special Offer..... £199.99 

JBL Balboa-10,,. £99.99 

JBL Balboa-Center,. ..,,..,.£99.99 

JBL Balboa-Sub 10. £149.99 

MO RDAUNT-SHO RT Mezzo 2... ... £CALL 

MORDAUNT-SHCRT Mezzo9.. £599-99 

MO RDAU NT-SHORT ALUMNI. .,„.£CALL 

MORDAUNT-SHORT ALUMNI 9_ £199.99 

MORDAUNT-SHORT MSGENIE/TS„„.£CALL 
Infinity BETA 40....,. £229.99 


Amplifier / Receivers 


HARMAN KARDON TU9SO.. £179.99 

HARMAN KARDON AVR355.... ....£499.99 

HARMAN KARDON AVR255. ,.£399.99 

HARMAN KARDON AVR445,. ....,.,...£249.99 

MARANTZ PM6002 B/S. ..£259.99 

MARANTZ PM5003 B/S . £CALL 

MARANTZ PM7003 B/S. ..£CALL 

MARANTZ PM40010SE (S)...... £CALL 

MARANTZ CC4001B... ...,£CALL 

MARANTZ CD5003 B/S .. £CALL 

NAD C315BEE. ..ECALL 

NAD C515BEE..... ECALL 

TEAC PDD2620..... £139.99 

Yamaha AX397/ 497.... ECALL 

Yamaha A5700,. £449.99 

Yamaha RXV365/465/765/1065.....ECALL 


Hi Fi Seperates & Micro Systems 



TEAC: AG-H300 + PD-H30Q + 
LSH240 ■ Stereo Receiver with E-in- 
put selector + CD Player + CD/MP3 
Player & 2-Way Speakers 

LIMITED OFFER 


£ 199.99 


Yamaha: M43Q Black,'Silver 

- DAB Micro HI Fi Syslem wllh 
25W k 2 High Power Quipui, iPod 
Direct Docking on the top panel & 
MP3/WMA Playback 


£ 259.99 


CRH255DAB - CD i DAB Micro 
I System with USB & Plays CD, 

| CD-R/RW, MP3 diStS 


Available In Silwf 


LIMITED OFFER 


£ 139.99 




Bfnr »OurNJ V+Qitp* rwmtrtb 




MISSION MCube: 51 Home 
Theatre System ■ Simple to 
set-up & install and is supplied 
with cables, fully adjustable wall 
brackets . . .. - 

£CAIL 


HARMAN KADON HK930 * 

| HD9BD - 2 x SOW Stored lulegraled 
1 Amplifier + CD Player with Multibit 
Sigma-DelSa Modulatory 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER £ 379.99 


6,6 6,6 

o*o 


MORDAUNT-SHORT: 

Ms Prem iere - Premier Home 


I - | Cinema System with Premiere 
302, 3D4C & 308W 


£ 179.99 


Soae Lifestyle 4S MKIV BUWBII..ECALL 

6 ose Lifrstyln IS j 29 i 3 SWKKV BlfcW/Sil....ECALL 

Bose 3.2.1 MHI..... .ECALL 

Bose 3 , 2,1 GSXL Syslem.ECALL 

Bose ClneMate...__.....ZCALL 

Bose Sou ndDock White/Black..ECALL 

Bose SoundDuk PortahlE.,..... j£CALL 

Boss 201 I 381 V„....3CALL 

Bose AM-a „„._1CALL 

Boss AM-5 i Sit..ECALL 

Bose AM -10 IV Blk j 1 White.. ..JECALL 

Boss AM-1511.ECALL 

2 Year Warranty 



MORDAUNT-SHORT ALUMNI 

- Home Cinema Speaker Package 


EGAII FOR BEST PRICE 



HARMAN KADON AVR145 + 
JBLSCS2W.5BQ-&X4QW 5.1- 
Channel A/V Receiver + Complete 
6-Plete Heme Cinema Speaker 
Package 

£ 349.99 


YAMAHA RXV190Q 7-channel 

■ Receivers HD Audio 8> Video, 
YPAO & lOeOp-compalible HDMI 
* (4 in/1 out) 


HOMi £ 779.99 


Blu-Ray Players & Recorders 

Pa na son i C DM P B D S 0.... Mu its - Region...... £C ALL 

PANASONIC D M PD60.,, mu Iti - Region. „ „. £ C A LL 

Pioneer SDPLX08,.,...- £579.99 

pioneer BDPLX71. £629.99 

Pioneer BDPLX9X... £1799.99 

Samsung BDP16DD.. £149.95 

Sony BDP55000E5B. .....£989.95 

SO n y B D P55 SO . M u Iti- Reg ion . £ 249 ■ 9 5 

Sony BDPS360.Multi-Region. £179.95 

Sony DMRBS850. £849.95 

SOny DMRBS750-*...... £709.95 

Sony DMRXS350—,. i ,.,t,».p.-..-. £579.95 


DVD RECORDERS 

Panasonic DMREZ28.... .Multi-Region... ...£154.99 


DVD HARD DISK RECORDERS 

Panasonic DMREX98.250GB Multi-Region. £379,99 
Panasonic DMREX769.1G0GB Muiii-Rcgion..£249-99 
Panasonic DMREX79,250GB Multi-Region,£289 99 

Pioneer DVRLX61D....250GB... ....£399,99 

Sony RDRHXD1095B.500GG Mu Iti-Reg ion. £349.99 


DVD & BLU-RAY HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 


Panasonic SCPT870.... . £389.99 

Panasonic SCPT570.... £349.99 

Panasonic 5CPT47Q.... £259.99 

Panasonic 5CPT170.... £179.99 

Panasonic SCBTZOO.Blu-Ray. £499.99 

Panasonic SC BTX70...... Blu-Ray_ £599.99 

Samsung HTBD7 200.Blu-Ray. £479.99 


Playstation 3 Playstation 3 With 80GB HDD 
- with Blu-Ray Drive, HDMI & 
Wireless Connectivity + 1 

FREE! GAME (KILLZONE 2) 

£290.95 


See Our Full Range of Products Available Online 


■■■hiwayhifi.com 


j—aft an a ^. hMmmmL 


020 7723 5251 

318-324 Edgware Road, 
London W2 1DY 


E&OEHCC/Issuc 174 













































































































































































84 SAMSUNG BD-P3600 -»£250 Approxwww.samsung.com/uk 


Feature creature 


Samsung shows Danny Philips it's still at the sharp end of the BD world 





• * i 


-#■ Specifications 

UpscaUr? yes Up to 1080p 
Progressive scan: vcs 
HDMI: yes Version 13 
DTS/Dolby Digital decoding; yes Both 
Multichannel output yes 7,1 channel 
Profile 2.0: yes 
*y Dimensions: 

440{w)x 56(H) x 
250(d) mm 
Weight: 3kg 
Features: PC network 
streaming; DivX HD, 
XviD, MP3 & JPEG 
playback; 1080p24 output; 2 x 
USB ports; 1GB built-in memory 




Tf Panasonic is the master Blu-ray 
I innovator, Samsung is snapping at 
-Lits heels. The Latest players from 
the Korean giant have more nifty 
USPs than a series of Dragon’s Den . 

The BD-P36Q0 is the best- 
equipped BD pLayer from Samsung, 
and the key word is convenience. It 
supports BD Live and Bonus View, but 
whiLe most Profile 2.0 Blu-ray players 
make you buy a USB flash drive or SD 
card for updates and downloads, the 
P3600 has 1GB of built-in memory. 

Its wireless taLents are a boon. 

PLug the suppLied wi-fi USB dongle 
into the rear port and you can hook 
up to the web cable-free, although 
there's an Ethernet port if you don’t 
have a wireless router. 

Music in the stream 

it also lets you stream music and 
videos from a PC wirelessly. The Auto 
network search played MP3 files 
without hitch after I’d punched in my 
laptop’s IP address and folder name. 

With the wi-fi dongLe in the rear 
USB port, muLtimedia pLayback is 
handled by a USB port on the front. 
File support is healthy - including 
DivX HD support. I loaded up the 
720p Madagascar traiLer from a USB 
stick and the picture was crisp and 
vivid. It stuttered a bit with Elephant’s 
Dream (also 720p) streamed over my 
home network but the quality was 
impressive. XviD, MP3, JPEG can aLso 
be pLayed, but not WMA. 

UnLike the waLL-mountable 
BD-P46Q0 (reviewed in HCC #169), 
the BD-P3600 has a more 
conventional design, but it’s still 
a minimal, slimline looker. 
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On the rear are all the sockets 
you’d expect (HDMI 1.3 out, 
component composite, optical 
digital out) and more, nameLy a set 
of 7.1-channel ana Log ue outs. That 
way you can revel in the hi-rez 
deLights of DoLbyTrueHD and DTS- 
HD if your receiver lacks HDMI inputs, 
but it also pipes the raw bitstreams if 
your amp allows it. 

With Hellboy //, detail retrieval and 
black levels are terrific, augmenting 
the richness and depth of Guillermo 
del Toro’s decadent visuals. During 
the Troll Market scene, the subtle 
background detail is exposed without 
any digital muck, plus it drapes the 
screen in Luxurious coLours and 
renders edges decisively. 

The Samsung also gets 
a clean bill of health with 
the Silicon Optix HQV tests. 

rendering diagonal edges without 
jaggiesand offering flicker-free 
pLayback of the Film Resolution 
test. Its pictures aren’t as pristine or 
emphatic as the Panasonic DMP- 
BD80 or Pioneer BDP-LX71, but 
remember this is a cheaper pLayer 
- you’d be a fool to complain. 

The deck achieves a reasonable 
audio performance too, ripping 
through the raucous Hellboy Vs 
Elemental scene with sheer relish 
via the 7,1-channel analogue outputs 
and treating me to a dean, weLl- 
rounded performance with a range 
of music CDs. 

StyLish, skilled and bursting with 
innovation, the BD-P36Q0 is 
mainstream Blu-ray at its most 
electrifying and gives competing 
decks a real run for their money 



player aimed 
at enthusiasts 

LGBD370; 

Panasonic 

DMP-BD80 


-»Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Idl ing? Very much 
what you would expect 
for a device of this type, 
but you might want 
to turn it fully off to 
save cash 



Playing: Notmuch 
increase over idling, so 
no nasty surprises there 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1,000 



Analogue: An 

unremarkable figure 
- not the worst we 
have seen but no 
record-hreaker 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

I* 


Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loading & java: 

Disc tray opens in a 
speedy As, though 
booting takes 15s. Java 
loading is an 
undistinguished 52s 



HCC VERDICT 


Samsung BD-P3600 
£250 Approx 

Prfca check: www.techradar.com/6291Q8 

Highs: Wi-fi/PC streaming: memory; 
pics and sound; 7.1-channeL outs; 

disc loading; DivX HD 
Lows: No WMA support; PC 
streaming tricky to set up 

Performance: oeooo 
Design: OOOOG 
Features: oeooo 

Overall: QQOQO 










KLAB20D 

Powerful stereo amplifier 
in a standard size wail*plate 

* 20W RMS per channel stereo amplifier 

* Class D digital circuitry 

* Flush mount or surface mount 

* MP3 front input jack socket 

* Built in FM radio 

* Rear line inputs 

* Push button or IR remote control 

Code KLABKITD [amplifier remote fi power supply) 



Product of 
the Month 


£149 


PACKAGE DEALS 



KLAB20D plus a pair of architectural wall/ceiling mount speakers 

KLAB20D plus a pair of CMS5U 

Kit with Amp and a pair of 5 1/4 architectural speakers 
Code KLAB20DC5 


Check out the fantastic offers also on offer this month 


Wireless Outdoor speakers 

* Enjoy your complete music 
collection anywhere in anda round 
your home (bath room, kitchen, 
shed, etc.) wirelessly. 

* Garden party, BBQ or a romantic 
evening with just the two of you on 
the balcony? Create the perfect 
atmosphere with matching music, 

* Place the speakers wherever you want 
(they operate on doth batteries and 
mains) 

SA200U 2 x 3.5W RMS 

SA400U Showerproof/Ouldoor use 2 x 12VY RMS 



£60.87 

£129.00 


HD Convertor RGB Scart & 
Component to HDMI 720P 

Converts analogue Scart or Component into digital HDMI at 
a fixed 72 OR Great for connecting legacy equipment to an 
HDMI switchbox for simplifying your connections. 

Input signals: 

* Scart (RGB or composite) 

* Component video 
(via supplied multi pin adaptor) 1 

- NTSC or PAL 
Outputs: 

* HDMI output fixed 72Op 

* Audio via 3.5mm jack, socket — m 

£o9. 



Code HDUS 


only 


Coo 


Keene IR Distribution Amplifier 


External receiver routes 
IP signals to internal 
wands 

Control all your 
equipment even 
when inside a cabinet 
Works with all 
popular remotes 
Complete system, 
easy to install and 
ready to use 


Code IRBKITS 



CatSBIaster QC Active 

Provides quick and easy 1:1 AV distribution \ i 
via CATS cable. This active model gives excellent 
picture quality at up to 100m and also provides 
infra Red control. 

* Send s-video or composite video plus 
stereo audio over low cost CATS cable 

* Includes IR control from receiver back to transmitter 

* Active circuitry maintains signal quality up to 100m 

* Simple to set up 

* Robust reliable design - thousands in daily use. Euro 
models and passive models also available, 

please see website 



For more products, new ranges and 
bargains visit www.keene.co.uk 


HDMI tables - HDMI plug to HDMI plug 


Code C5QCA 


only 


£99 


.99 


GIGAVIDEO 800 
Wireless HDMI Sender 

At last, a cable free solution for HDMI. Any 
of the four HD inputs (2 x component and 
2 x HDMI) can be sent wirelessly up to 20m to the receiver. The 
signal is uncompressed and remains up to and including 108Gp 
IR feedback gives you source control from the viewing area, 

■ Locate your HDTV or projector wherever you want, 

* Mount the receiver (out of sight) 

* Switch between 4 HD sources 

* Operates even through walls 

* Supports all 4S0p, 720p, 10SDi and l OSOp 
- Sends the HD signal uncompressed 

£542 


Code GV800 


only 


93 


IR Anywhere 

The new Keene IR Anywhere system 
enables IR commands to be sent 
via local network or internet! 

* Control IR equipment via local 
network or anywhere in the world 
via internet 

* Can be combined with IR 
distribution system for large 
installations 

* One-to-one or many-to-one control 

* Built in Dynamic DNS support 

* DHCP plug and play for LAN 

Code KIRA 1 pair of Modules 

Code Kl RAM Additional Module 



1 OS Op rated 3 m length 

HDHDV3 

£14,99 

lOSOp rated tom length 

HDHDV10 

£32,99 

Premium range 1080p rated 3m length 

HDHD3 

£29,99 

Premium range i08Gp rated 10m fength 

HDHD10 

£49,99 

Premium range I080p rated 15m length 

HDHD15 

£59.99 

professional range 21 GOp rated 1m 

HDHDC1 

£29.99 

professional range 2160p rated 3m 

HDHDC3 

£39.99 

plug professional range 21 GOp rated 7.5m HDHDC75 

£69.99 

HDMI cables - Adaptors 

Mini Display Port to HDMI adaptor 

MDPHDMI 

£14,99 

Video Conversion 

Scart to HDMI (72Op) 

CS720PHD £120,00 

Component to HDMI 

CP280H 

£115.00 

RGB to s-video 

RGB2S 

£69,99 

RGB to component 

APT1 

£84.00 

Components RGB 

APT2 

£84.00 

Composite/s-video to VGA 

AVT3300 

£45.00 

CompositeZ-video to component 

CPVSRGB 

£69.00 

Composite/s-video to HDMI 

CM392 

£207.50 

Video over CATS 

Composite/s-video over CATS (no IR) 

C5QC 

£89,99 

Composite/s-video over CATS (with IR) 

C5QCA 

£99.99 

Composite/s-video with four remote receiver C5KDA4 

£269 00 

Component over CATS 

C5B 

£259.99 

Component over CATS (wallplate) 

C5QCCP 

£149.99 

AV wall outlet plates - single gang with rear HDMI socket 

white 

HCP26 

£29.99 

satin chrome 

HCP26S 

£39.99 

double gang HDMI steel 

HCP26SD 

£54,99 


£99.99 

£59,99 


2009 

catalogue out now 

ask for your FREE copy! 


We accept the following methods of payments: — 

All prices include VATE £ OE. All prices correct at time of print. Please check www.keene.co.uk for the latest Information! 




Order through our website 

www.keene.co.uk 


Order by Phone 01332 830550 

Monday to Friday 9.00am and 5.30pm 




electronics 













































23 individual stores 
across the UK 


auQioT 

Sound Vision Solutions, 



► The Business for Home Cinema 

Audio T is one of the oldest and most respected hi-fi retailers in the 
world. Started In 1966 the company has always been Innovative - 
selling the best from large and small companies alike. 

Our reputation for selling the best 2 channel products Is well known. 
Less well known is that we were one of the first retailers to embrace 
home cinema In the days when flat screens and home cinema rooms 
were just a dream. 

Combine our state of the art range of brands with incredible product 
knowledgeable and movie loving staff you have an environment that 
Is THE place to choose the home cinema system that Is perfect for you. 
We can even make you a decent cup of tea. We can also deliver and 
Install your system to ensure rt Is working at its best, often at no extra charge. 

Some or Hie key home cinema brands* we stock include: Arcam, Audlotab. 6&W. Bose, 
Ctosse. Denon, Epson, Humox, JVC, KEE Marantz. M&K, MJ Acoustics, Monitor Audio. Onkyo. 
Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, REL Samsung, Slm2, Sony projectors, Wharfedale and Yomoho. 


Basingstoke - 01256 324311 
baslngstoke@audio-t.co.uk 

Blackpool - 01253 300599 
blackpool@audio-t.co.uk 

Bolton - 01204 395789 
bolton@audio-t.co.uk 

Brentwood - 01277 264730 
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk 

Brighton - 01273 609431 
brlghton@audio-t.co.uk 

Bristol -01179 264975 
brfstol@audio-t.co.uk 

Camberley - 01276 685597 
camberley@audio-t.co.uk 

Cardiff -029 20228565 
cardiff@audlo-t.co.uk 

Cheltenham - 01242 583960 
cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk 

Enfield - 020 8367 3132 
enfield@audlo-t.co. uk 

Epsom -01372 748888 
epsom@audio-t.co. uk 

Lancaster - 01524 39657 
lancaster@audlo-t.co.uk 

Manchester - 0161 839 8869 
manchester@audlo-t.co.uk 

Oxford - 01865 765961 
oxford@audio-t.co.uk 

Portsmouth - 023 9266 3604 
portsmouth@audio-t.co.uk 

Preston -01772 883958 
preston@audio-t.co.uk 

Reading - 0118 958 5463 
reading@audio-t.co.uk 

Southampton - 023 8025 2827 
southampton@audio-t.co.uk 

Swansea - 01792 474608 
swansea@audlo-t.co.uk 

Swindon - 01793 538222 
swlndon@audio-t.co.uk 

Tunbridge Wells - 01892 525666 
tunbridge@audlo-t.co.uk 


www.audio-t.co.uk 


Warrington - 01925 632179 
warrington@audio-t.co.uk 


*hk>te: all our shops make their own choices of product so brands vary in different stores. 
We are not an anonymous chain! Please check our websffe or call before travelling. 


Worcester - 01905 619059 
Email: worcester@audlo-t.co.uk 







SONY KDL-32E5500->£1,000 Approx-*www.sony.co.uk 
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Work of art, waste of money? 

Mark Craven struggles to appreciate Sony's Picture Frame TV 


Sony, eh? Fresh from being wowed 
by one of the best-performing 
LC Ds Of 2009 (see the 46-Z5500, 
HCC #173), we now come back 
to Earth with a bang thanks to an 
extravagant 32in TV with a bizarre 
picture-frame design. 


Highs 

• Another Sony LCD, another 
fantastic bLack level response. Maybe 
we don't need LED-lit TVs after all? 
Elsewhere, coLour fidelity and detail 
LeveLs are also good. 

• This may be only a 32in model, but 



it still ships with the multimedia 
goodies of bigger Bravias: Ethernet 
connectivity for access to a 
networked PC and Sony’s AppliCast 
internet media portal, and a USB port 
for movie, photo and music playback. 


Lows 

•A glance at Sony’s TV lineup 
reveals the E5500 offers almost 
identical specs to the W550Q. The 
latter costs a few hundred quid less, 
so you’re paying a fair chunk of the 
£1,000 price for the curious design. 

• Don’t set MotionFlow processing 
to High - or you’ll end up with a 
plasticky, unnatural picture. 

• AppliCast needs more content. 


Art attack: 

If you want a 
TV with a bezel 
that looks like 
a picture 
frame, then this 
Sony is for you 


HCC VERDICT 

Sony KDL-32E5500 
£1000 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/629174 

Overall: 06)000 


TOSHIBA SD490-»£50 Approx-*www.toshiba.co.uk 

Waiting for Blu-ray 

Even mid-range DVD decks are cheap, says Chris Jenkins 



Available for as little as £50, it’s 
somewhat surprising to discover that 
the SD490 isn’t Toshiba’s entry-leveL 
DVD deck (that honour goes to the 
£30 SD190). In fact, it's just one of 
seven DVD players currently available 
from the brand, the king of which is 
the super-upscaling XD-E500 (itself 
available for less than £100, How 
does anyone make money out of 
DVD these days?). 

Highs 

® Picture quaLity is acceptable, with 
a good contrast range and very Little 
blocking or noise. Upscaled HDMI 
images (all the way to 108Gp) are 
noticeably sharper than those output 


via RGB Scart, proving that the Tosh’s 
silicon is doing something positive. 

® Setup and use are easy, and the 
handset is uncluttered and 
straightforward - your five-year-old 
wiLLhave no problems. 

• If you have four ageing DVD players 
in your house, you could replace 
them all with the SD490 for Less 
than the price of a family ticket to 
Alton Towers. 

Lows 

• While the 5D490 will pLay MP3, 
JPEG and DivX files, it’U only do so 
from discs (DVDs and CDs), 

A USB port would have been 
a welcome addition. 


• The general build doesn’t inspire 
much confidence, and the styling 
Is bland. 

• Some issues with jaggies - it 
struggled in our Tech Labs with our 
SiLicon Optix reference disc. 

• The front-panel display only shows 
the current Chapter number during 
playback, as opposed to running 
time. Very odd and annoying. 


HCC VERDICT 

Toshiba SD490 
£50 Approx 
Price check: www*techradar + corrV629178 

Overall: O0OOO 


In Brief 


HD218 

Sennbeiser 
£35 Approx 


Some people 
know that 
ifs how 
headphones 
sound, and not 
how they look, 
thaf s vital - 
which is where 
these on-ear 


cans come in. 
Comfortable, 
bassy (and stilt 
quite stylish) the 
HD218’s deliver a 
much improved 
sound compared 
to skinny in-ear 
‘phones. They’re 
meant for 
portable 
audio, too 
-so 
maybe 
ifs time 
to bin 
those 

white ^ 
iPod 

buds, V y 
eh? x 


1 2 3 4 S 
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88 SAMSUNG UE-46B8000->£1,800 Approx -» www.samsung.co.uk 


Leader of the pack 

Samsung's 200HZ LED TV leaves John Archer grinning like a Cheshire Cat 



-+ Specifications 

HD Ready: yes Full HD, 1080p24 
Progressive scan yes NTSC and PAL 
Digital TV tuner: vk 
S cart; no but adaptor is provided 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI; vies four VLB HDMIs 
PC input: yes 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness N/A 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 3,000,000:1 
Dimensions: 

902(w) x 590(H) x 94(d)mm 
Weight 17,7kg 
Features MPEG noise reduction; 
online functionality with optional 
wireless connectivity; DINA PC 
connection; USB input 


-#Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

122W is normal fora 
46 in TV Use the Energy 
Saving Mode in dim 
lighting 


200 300 

m 400 

■ 125 

0^ 500 

Test footage: 

Consumption increases 
tol25W for full audio 
movie footage 


A s well as launching a whole 
category of LED-lit LCD TVs 
while most rivals are still 
struggling to get one or two models 
out, Samsung has upset the apple 
cart by proving with the UE40B7000 
(HCC #171) that LCD TVs using 
edge-mounted LEDs aren't 
necessarily a poor relation to 
the original direct LED approach. 

The 88000 tested here is a step 
up from the B7000 - the main step 
being 200 Hz processing, This is 
a genuine system, too, where the 
picture really does refresh 200 times 
a second, rather than the pseudo 
200 Hz trickery employed by Philips 
and LG that combines a 100Hz 
refresh rate with a scanning backlight. 

The only other real difference 
between the B8000 and B7000 
ranges is the addition of a metallic 
desktop stand and eye-catching edge 
trim to the already chic design. 

Features the UE46B8000 shares 
with the B70Q0s include a depth of 
just 30mm; quadruple HDMIs; twin 
USB port; and a LAN socket. You can 
access Samsung's online service via 
the LAN or an optional (£40 or so) 
wi-fi USB dongle. 


In action, the UE46B8000 
delivers all the picture strengths of its 
stablemate while also injecting extra 
quality courtesy of the 200Hz 
system. Blacks are deep and natural, 
and deLiver a robust two-fingered 
salute towards people who reckon 
edge-mounted LEDs struggle in this 
area. Colours excel, too, achieving 
intense saturations without looking 
unreal - provided you avoid the 
Dynamic picture mode, at least. 

Furthermore, since Samsung’s 
20 0 Hz engine is genu ine, there's Little 
of the flickering and ghosting that 
can mar pseudo 200Hz systems 
based around scanning backlights. 

My only picture concerns are the 
way contrast plummets if you watch 
off axis, and the poorly-judged nature 
of some of the TV's presets. Oh, and 
please partner the 46B8000 with a 
separate audio system - its built-in 
speakers are as flimsy as an MPs 
expenses cLaim. 

Despite these quibbLes, the 
46B8000 remains one of the finest 
displays I’ve seen. It might even be 
the TV that potentially kills off direct 
LED lighting before it's even properly 
got started 





with edge- 
based LED 
lighting, 20 GHz, 
and online 
functionality 


Position: 


The 46B8000 
belongs to 
Samsung's 
flagship TV 
range, a step 
above the 
87000 series 
(which lacks 
200 Hz) and the 
normal- 
backlight B65Q 
LCD range 


Peers: 


Sony 40ZX1; 
Philips' 
42PFL9803; 
Sony's X450G 
models 


TV contrast: ratio 

Claimed! 

‘Mega’H 

■ Actual 

20 , 286:1 



Colour temp: Kelvin 


Picture: The Standard 
mode contrast level 
almost doubled to 
40,965:1 In Dynamic 
mode; luminance is a 
relatively high 83.07fL. 
Interestingly, Sony's 
CCFL-based Z4500 
(HCC #175] measures a 
higher contrast ratio 
and luminance 


Presets: The Warm 2 

preset Is acceptable; 
Advanced Settings can 
render a perfect result. 
Cool: 10.394K 
Normal: 9,268K 
Warml:7,734K 
Warm 2:6.313K 
Warm3:6,650K 


HCC VERDICT 

Samsung UE-46B8000 
£1800 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/627639 

High .-: Gorgeous design; outstanding 
picture quality; 200Hz works well; 

loads of features 
Lows: Audio is weak; some of the 
picture settings are awful; Limited 
viewing angle 

Performance: 06000 

Design; oooo© 

Features: O0OOO 

Overall: 00600 
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SEVENOa<S 

SOUND & VISION 



PURCHASE 


HOME CINEMA 
HI-FI c 
MULTI-ROOM 
HOME AUTOMATION 

BESPOKE DESIGN AND 
CUSTOM INSTALLATION 




the experts in home entertainment- 

When you buy from Sevenoaks you are buying from one of the biggest, longest established and most 
respected Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailers in the UK. 

We have been making home entertainment come alive for customers for more than 37 years now. 
With a national network of stores and a hard-won reputation for outstanding customer service we are 
confident that we can do the same for you. 

Our aim simply is to offer a total home entertainment solution, no matter what the customer's need. 


Stores Nationwide 


Demonstration Rooms 


Expert Impartial Advice 


Unrivalled Product Range 


BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE* 


Arcam 

Chord Electronics 

Goldring 

Linn 

Monitor Aud io 

Optoma 

Primare 

REL 

Sonos 

Spendor 

Artcoustic 

Cyrus 

Grado 

Loewe 

Musical Fidelity 

Panasonic 

Project 

Roksan 

Sony 

Stewart Screens 

Atacama 

Da-Lite 

In Focus 

Logitech 

NAD 

Philips 

Q Acoustics 

Rotel 

Sound Org 

Teac 

B&W 

Den or 

Ixos 

Marantz 

Nevo 

Pioneer 

QED 

Samsung 

Sound Style 

Van Den Hul 

Beyer Dynamic 

Draper 

KEF 

Meridian 

Onkyo 

Pixel Magic 

Quad 

Sennheiser 

SpeakerCrafl 

Wharfedale 

Chord Company 

Escient 

Leema 

Miehell 

Optimum 

PMC 

Quad rasp ire 

Sim2 

Spectral 

Yamaha 


* Some brand s/products are not available at all stores - please confirm before travelling 


news, the latest offers and more at www.SSAV.com 




SEVENOa<S the experts in home entertainment 

SOUND * VISION 



Home Cinema 


LCD & PLASMA SCREENS 


Evolving from a simple projector and screen set-up, 
today's home cinema is a state-of-the-art way for 
the whole family to enjoy TV, movies, multimedia 
and gaming. Seven oaks knows the insand outs of 
every component, while its custom installation serv- 
ice can tailor a system to suit you. Whether you re 
replacing an individual component or taking a first 
step into home cinema, expert advice is available. 


DLP PROJECTORS 



InFocus IN82 & IN83 

for an unforgettable experience, fire u p an I nFocus projector and 
start playing BIG movies, TV 
and games. 

5im2 

Grand Cinema 
HT380 

This award-winning 

projector has to be seen to 
be believed- 



BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS 



Philips Cinema 21:9 56" Super Widescreen LCD TV 

Introducing the innovative Philips 56'super widescreen television - the 
first mass-market screen offering a truly cinematic ratio, ideal for watching 
CinemaScope movies on without the letterbox effect. 

See it fn action at selected stores and ask about our special launch offer. 


CINEM A ll: * 



Panasonic 

Viera TXP46Z1 
Wi re I essH D Pla sma TV 

Siting at the top of Panasonic's 
new Viera range this 46’super-th n 
plasma television, complete wich 
separate media box. streams 
I080p24 wirelessly allowing fu I 
HO Blu- ray video to be displayed 
with no wires whatsoever. With 
its impressive performance and 
comprehensive connectivity, the 
new Zl is a big step forward in 
TV design. 


Samsung 

UE40B7020 
LED-backlit TV 

At only 2.5cm deep, Samsung's 
U £4087020 is breathtakingly thin. 

On its LED-backlit screen, vivid details 
are captured in every frame. Picture 
edge-blur removed and full robust 
colour restored to each pixel. 

It's a remarkable feat of design, on 
nr off. 

Fffi ra 

ns/a» 




Pioneer 

KURO PDP-LX6090 
Plasma TV 

Regarded by many as the best 
TV in the world bar none. This 
TV, along with the smaller 
model, produce remark¬ 
able black levels, detail and 
unsurpassed colour fidelity. Even 
images from the digital TV' tuner 
look good when blown up to 
the whole 60' size. 



Panasonic DMP-BD80 

ThetOSd from Panasonic blends 
comprehensive features with top- 
drawer picture and sound quality. 



Pioneer BDP-320 

Enjoy Blu-ray disc as it should berths 
BD-Live BQP-320 delivers high-end 
picture quality. 


Sony BDP-S550 

Watch movies as the Director 
intended with lO&Qp Full HD picture 
quality and 7.1 ch surround sound. 



Denon DVD-2500BT 

ELU-FLAV TRANSPORT 
For faithful transmission of Full 
HD video and HD audio signals 
bringing out the full quality of him. 



J_1 O 

oooo 

o • • —! 

min 




— 


HOME CINEMA RECEIVERS 



Sony 

STR-DA2400ES 

This is a versatile performer with both 
movies and music combining powerful 
and weighty buss with accurate and 
reliable auto calibration. 


★★★★★ BWHW 



Denon 

AVR-1910 

Part of Denon's new 10 series AV 
receivers. Described by What HFR? 
Sound and Vision magazine as'Hugely 
entertaining. A sensational machine' 

★ ★★★★ W.IJCW 



Onkyo TX-5R607 

Qakyo raises the bar in the competitive 
world of borne cinema with Its 
TX'SRbQ/ which features Dolby's new 
Taeight'channel processing. 





BSrW Panorama 

Stylish S.l channel soundbar combining high-end performance and convenience. Ideal for screens40' plus. 
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HOME CINEMA SPEAKER PACKAGES 



B&W MT-25 t 

New package combining the award- ★ ★ ★ 

waning Mi satellites wth a n*sw t *'™ 

subwoofer. 



KEF KHT3G05SE 

Award-winning 5.1 speaker 
package ^variable 
-n highgloss 
black or silver. 


B&W 

685 Theatre 

Smart, original 

styisng coupled 
wii[h irrpesswe 
build-this system 
sooks every bit as 
good as it sounds. 


ESS3 

++**+ 


mum 




Q Acoustics 

101015,1 

Smart styling 
complements the 
Q AcoListicS'award- 
winning performarxie. 



Monitor Audio 

Radius HD 

A new decor matching 
range of ultra-compact 
suldsat speakers 
replacing tfre highly 
acclaiimed 
Radius. 




ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES 


At Sevenoaks, accessories 
are not an afterthought, 
Come and hear the 
difference the right 
accessories can make to 
your listening and viewing 
experience. 


ACCESSORIES rRAm QED 

INCLUDE: 5 D U N OST Y LE tjftAUtJ 


SPECIAL OFFERS MORE AT WWW.SSAV.COM 


PURCHASE 

ANY A/V OR HI-FI AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER 
ATRRP AND CLAIM UP TO 




% 

OFF 


THE RRP OF THE SPEAKERS 
OF YOUR CHOICE* 

*MAX RRP OF SPEAKERS 0500 
MOST RUT NOT ALL BRANDS INCLUDED NICWAOO E£OE 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS. 


ARCAM 

CDl 7 

CD PLAYER 


CYRUS 

8vs2 

AMPLIFIER 


ARCAM SOLO MINI 
CLAIM MONITOR AUDIO 
BR1 SPEAKERS FREE 


DENON 

TU-180GDAB 

TUNER 


C545BEE 
CD PLAYER 


DENON 

D-M37 (EX SPEAKERS) 
CD/DAB RECEIVER 


MARANTZ 

PM6002 

AMPLIFIER 


MARANTZ 

CD6002 
CD PLAYER 


CYRUS 

DISCMASTER 8.0 
DVD PLAYER 


BDP-S500QESB 
BLU-RAY PLAYER 


PANASONIC 

TX-L32X10B 
32" LCD TV 
£ VISIT SSAVXOM 
FOR LATEST PRICE 

PANASONIC 

TX-P42V10B 
42" PLASMA TV 
£ VISIT SSAV.COM 
FOR LATEST PRICE 


DENON 

DVD2500BT 
BLU-RAY TRANSPORT 

■FR4Q m 

£399 


KEF 

KHT2005.3 
A/V SPEAKER PACK 

£679 S 

\ _ 

f PANASONIC 

TX-L32S10B 
32” LCD TV 
£ VISIT SSAV.COM 
FOR LATEST PRICE 


SAMSUNG 

UE40B7020 
40” LED TV 
£ VISIT SSAVXOM 
FOR LATEST PRICE 


DENON 

DVD3800BD 
BLU-RAY PLAYER 


PANASONIC 

DMR-EX769 
HDD/DVD RECORDER 


PANASONIC 

TX-L37G10B 
37” LCD TV 
£ VISIT SSAVXOM 
_FOR LATEST PRICE_ 

PIONEER 

PDP-LX5090 
50” PLASMA TV 

£2099 


Q ACOUSTICS 

1010i 

A/V SPEAKER PACK 


PANASONIC 

DMP-BD80 
BLU-RAY PLAYER 


PANASONIC 

TX-P42G10B 
42” PLASMA TV 
£ VISIT SSAVXOM 
FOR LATEST PR ICE 

PIONEER 

PDP-LX6090 
60” PLASMA TV 



Stores 

Nationwide 

All Sevenoaks stores stock 
a wide range of products, 
have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, 
provide first-class 
customer service and can 
deliver and install your 
purchase. 


Custom 

Installation 

Stores with Cedia qualified 
staff also provide a 
bespoke design and 
installation service,They 
have unrivalled expertise 
in all areas of home 
automation and can 
demonstrates wide range 
of installation options. 



Buy On-line 

NEW E-COMMERCE STORE 

Looking for mail order? 
Then visit the new on-line 
shop at www.ssav.coin 
You'll find a range of great 
products* along with 
great prices. 


A click-and-collect option 
is also available. 
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Website 

Can't find what you re 
looking for? Visit the 
Sevenoaks website where 
you'll find news, special 
offers, information, a 
comprehensive product 
range, massive savings 
on end-of-line clearance 
products free monthly 
competition and more. 

www.SSAV.com 
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How to subscribe... 


Get Home Cinema Choice for £11.83 per quarter! 
Pay by Direct Debit to take part in this great deal! 


Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed an this instruction subject to the 
safeguard assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that This Instn jctlon may remain with Future 
Publishing and rf so, details will be passed electronically to my bank nr buliang society. 


I’d like to subscribe to 
SEi% andgettwoiean-Claude 
Van Damme Blu-rays! 


UK PRICING 


I - 1’d like to pay £11.83 q uarterly Direct Debit and a receive two 
JeandaudeVan Damme Blu-rays 


OVERSEAS PRICING 


For overseas rates please go to www.myfavouritemagazJnes.co.uk 


PERSONAL DETAILS 


Title ..Forename 

Surname 

Address...... 


Rostodte.__....._._.. 

Telephone 

If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HOC and Future Publishing and Its group companies containing news, 
specials off ers and product and service Information, please ndudeyour email and mobile no below: 

Email..... 

Mobile,no,.. ............. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


I would like to pay £11.83 per quarter by Direct Debit (UK only) AND two 
Jean-CLaudeVan Damme Blu-raysF 
Please complete the Direct Deb it form 


fD 

Originator s Identification 
Number 

g 

DIRECT 

Debit 

768195 



Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits 

To the Manager (Bank name) 

Address............... 


Postcode 

Name{s) of account holder (s) 


Branch sort code 


Bank/Bu i Idi ng Society 
account number 

Ref No CQfflce use onlvl 

Signatures) 

Date. 


POST YOUR ORDER 


RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 

Subscriptions, Freepost 
RLSC-SXSE-SKKT, Unit 4, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire LEI 6 9EF 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS You will recEiva 13 Issues per year. There are 50 gifts to give away. Please allow 29 days 
for delivery of gift. In the unlikely event of slacks becoming exhausted, we reserve the right to substitute with 
itomsaf a sin'iiiar value or extend your subscription by one issue Tree D r charge. This is a UK-aniy offer and the gift 
applies only to those paying via Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available Issue. Please tick 
hare if you da NOT wish to receive relevant information about products or services from Future Publishing or any 
of its group companies by pastP or telephaner. Mini mum subscription term is 12 months. If at any time duri ng tha 
first 6Q days you are dissatisfied please notify us In writing and we wfU. refund you for all unmailed issues. 


| OFFER CODE P043 | OFFER ENDS NOVEMBER 1,2009 


Order online at: 

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hcc/p043 
Call 0844 848 2852 (quoting code 043) 

Lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Or post the form 


Got the gifts already? 

Or want a different offer? Then head over to 
www.homecinemachoice.com/subscribe 
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Watch Jean Claude Van Damme In this 
double whammy set with Maximum Risk 
and Universal Sotider: The Return courtesy 
of Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. 
You’Ll get everything that you expect from 
these high-def Blu-ray platters - top-notch 
visuals, and room-shaking audio 

Why subscribe? 

• 60-day money back guarantee 

• Save 16% on shop price! 

• All 13 issues delivered direct to your door! 

• Get two Blu-ray discs 


i-def! 


*•: 







HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 


Acoustic Frwgy. Apal(rj, Apple, Aram. 
Atacama Audldab, B&W, Chord, Creek 
Dtenorv Epos Gndo r Harman Kanfon. 
Humax. InFocus JBL KEF, linn, Marante, 
Miwfon, Ml Acoustics NAD. Gnitj^ 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Pre-Jsi Pun* 


Q Acoustics QED, Quad, Rohan, Rotei 
Roth, Samsy og,Sennh^5ef P Sores, 
Sony. Soundstyfcjafwx^. ThemeScene. 
Topfield Wharfedate, Yamaha and 
manynToreti^brards.Ncrt iilf products 
we available from al outlets 


FOR OUR VERY LATEST 
PRICES ASK IN-STORE 
OR CHECK ONLINE A T 

www.superfi.co.uk 


THE SUPERF1 BOOMERANG BONUS 


For every £100 you spend in 
Superfi, well give you £10 
off your next purchase! 

lLO off -ouchers sra laliletronii Sunday 6th September un-tlf Saturday Midi November 2009. One £10 vouct’-er is issued 
For every £100 r .pem. Vowrhen arc redeemable a^ains: any purchase enruriing heaophcHves or aerraories below £]00. 
timu 3tsi Martti 2010. in-store customers only, Mot in ton]ifntilan with arty otto of%, sale pmte or promotion. E&Ot. 


BLU-RAY PLAYERS & RECORDERS 

BLU-RAY RECORDER WTTH fig 

FREESAT & HAR DDISK 

PANASONIC DMRBS750 

a Twin Freest tuners (record Avatch any 
combination of 2 HO channel,, simultaneously) 

■ AJso plays hade MP3, DivX DVD, JPEG from disc 
HDcr external USB dr w/plawr 

■ Record to 01 u-Ray or built in 30GB hard disk 


FLATSCREENS & PROJECTORS 



BLU-RAY/DVDPLAYEI 

SONY BDPS550 

■ Mulh-fMon for DVD i 

a IndudesiGB USB 

memory stick 

■ Delivers brilliant HD 
pdturesfrom El u-Ray 
and upscaled HD 
from DVD too 


HD HD 

“ BO PIONEER BDP320 

1 24 frame ItBOp 


FULL HD PROJECTOR 
THEMESCENEHD20 

■ FuliHDfKfiOp) 

s 2xHOWI,VGAoirtipCTient 
and composite inputs 

■ Add a 153 84" so een for only 
£9955 {RKP £12995. Save £30) 


LED TELEVISION 

SAMSUNG UE40B8000 

■ Just 3cm thin 


HD 


SPEAKERS 

5JSPEAKBf$y57EM 

Q ACOUSTICS IOIOiS.1 




LCD TELEVISION 

SAMSUNG 

LE32BBOP7 


■ iGBOp for a superb, 
^ HD picture 


HD 


ES 


m 24 frame lOBOp 
film mode for truly 
dnematkpkiure 
a Also plays DVD. 
DfVX.MF3.WVA 




FREEVIEW & FREESAT 

FREESAT PVR 
HUMAX FOXSATHDR 

a Enjoy HD satellite services 
WITHOUT a subscription 
a Twin tuners: record and/or watch 
2 channel si multaneously 
a 320GB hard dtekbuitt In 


FREEVIEW PVR 
TOPFIELD TF5810PVR ”® 

a See wwwsuperfi eo.uk/tq3pyfbr specs 






AV RECEIVERS 


AV RECEIVER 

DENON AVR1910* 


a 7x90 watts for full-on 
home cinema or biamp 
front speakers for imposed 
Stereo performance, too 
a Alt the latest HD Audio 
decoding from Dolby a r>d DTS 
a Converts from all video inputs to 
HDMIwfo upscales to lOSOp 

HD 


iHSBAFRKHmmiar 

QOQDMtJtOUWBr 



RRP; £479,95 
***** SAVE.130 


FREEVIEW SET TOP BOX HD 
WHARFEOALE “* 

LPDV832HDMI 

■ 1080s HD upscaling sm/hbAAB 

B Refur tiityr guarantee 



AVRECErVER 

SONY STRDH800 

a Autonwophone 
csftbrabcci 

a Ddby TrueHD and 
DT5-HD decoding 
• 4 xH 0 MI in 
a 7 xT 10 watts 



DVD PLAYERS & RECORDERS 


BARGAIN HI-FI SPEAKERS 

WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 9,1 

a Brilliant fex budget 
separates and minl- 
system upgrades 
v Also work well <n 
extensions and 2nd rooms 
a Multiple Award-Winner 
m Black or Walnut finish 

"610 BASS AND 
BAGS OF DETAIL 

M A SUPERB 
BUDGET OPTION" 

“STUNNING VALUE’ 

‘*GOOD LOOKS 
AND BUILD" 


AV RECEIVER 

***** ONKYOTXSR607 


Dolby and 0T5 HD 
Audio decoding 
a HDMI and 10801 
brwoslbn 
tar silver 



DVD/HD RECORDER 

SONY RDRHXDW9S 

m Massive 500GB hard disk built in 
s Upscales DVD and off-air 
broadcasts to lOGOp 
if MuttMegbnDVDplaybadt 
a Freeview and analogue mftmm 

TV tuners built m 


UPSCALING DVD PLAYER 

WHARFEDALE DVD3Z10HDM! 


1 Reforrh-as new, tyr 
guarantee 


wm> 



UpGQni 
a Efordta 


STYUSH 5.1 SOLUTIOII 

B&WMT25* 

“WELL-MACK. 

SUPERB lNTEGRATlON- 
TER R1F1C DETAIL * 
EXCITEMENT" 



8& 


HD 



FIVE REASONS TO CHOOSE SUPERFI 


STORES - EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALLATION 


Real Hi-Fi 

Oua % turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate 
Latest technology 
Sophisticated hard disk, 

Blu-Ray, Freesat f MP3 f DAB, 

PVR and multi-room products - 
al f ava i la ble to demonstrate 


Official UK models 
Fu lly-gua ran teed, gen u i ne 
UK products 
0% credit available 
Ask in-store for details and 
a quotation 
Free parking 
See www.supeffi.cauk/ 
freeparkingior details 


Birmingham 
67 Sma I lb rook O'way 
0121 6312675 
Derby 

22 Sadler Gate 
01332 360303 


Leeds 

105 Vicar Lane 
QT13 2449075 
Lincoln 

271a High Street 
01522 520265 


London 

2-4 Camden High St 
02073881300 
Manchester 
54 Bridge Street 
01618351156 


Nottingham 
15 Market Street 
01159412137 
Stockport 

68-70 Lower Hillgate 
01614299080 


BUY ONLINE NOW 

WWW.SUPERFI.com 
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-» Software highlights CRANK 2 Statham wants his ‘strawberry tart' back! 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE Go back to the beginning of this hi-def hero GLADIATOR Ridley 
Scott’s epic takes the battle to Blu-ray DOLLHOUSE You know you want to play with them DEAD 
SNOW Hi-def horror with Nazi zombies 12 ROUNDS Blu-ray brawler AND MUCH MORE! 



Fast & Furious-* R2 DVD-* Universal Pictures 

Girls. Cars. Vin Diesel. Our expert 
reviewers give the Fast & Furious 
DVD a test drive on p97 j 


Ratings key 

Action Man 

Chucky SSSSS 

Barbie ##### 

Cindy_—— 


Tiny Tears —— 
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96 FAST AND FURIOUS -> POLL-> X-MEN: WOLVERINE 



X-Men X-panded 


Is Wolverine cool enough to go it alone? This Blu-ray certainly says so 



VERDICT 

X-Men Origins: Wolverine 
20th Century Fox Region 
A/B £29 Approx 

We say: Ignore the naysayers - this 
impressive Blu release proves 
that Wolverine is a reaL HD hero 

Pictu re: O0GOQ 
Sound: 00QOQ 

Extras: 06000 
Movie: 06000 

Overall:00©00 


X-Men Origins: Wolverine 

had a tough time before it even reached cinemas, 
thanks to an internet-leaked workprint that was 
picked apart by fan boys. However, for all the geek 
grumbling and sub-par CG effects, this is actually 
a fairly solid addition to the X-Men franchise (it's 
much better than X-Men; The Last Stand) with a 
decent story, well-choreographed action and 
plenty of mutant cameos. And for those who care, 
the Blu-ray cut finishes with the Deadpool scene. 
Mark Craven: There’s very Little to criticise when 
it comes to this gorgeous AVC 2.40:1 encode. Fine 
detailing is excellent, colours are both vivid and 
stable, flesh tones are realistic, and there's a Layer 
of fine grain present to add some grittiness and 
filmic feel to the visuals. It's just a shame that the 
clarity and sharpness of the imagery draws 
attention to some of the average CG work. Also, 
there are a couple of scenes (such as WoLverine’s 
confrontation with Stryker in the hospital corridor 
In Chapter 10) that Look surprisingly flat. 

Steve May: The L/C/R of XMO:W is as wide as 
WoLverine is short; so much so that it often seems 
that the world’s favourite clawbound superhero 
is sharing the stage with a fuLL orchestra plus choir. 
Not that I mind much. The score, by the prolific 


and talented Harry Gregson-Williams, is a bLast; 
fuLl of drama and excitement and done great 
justice by the clarity of DTS-HD MA, As befits 
a big-budget popcorn flick, there’s plenty going 
on in the 5,1 mix (typified by the excellent opening 
sequence which shows Wolverine and Sabretooth 
fighting together through the ages). The audio is 
layered, fideLity is high and there’s no shortage 
of portentous bass in the .1 channeL. 

Anton van Beek: As with the previous X-Men films, 
...Wolverine is overloaded with bonus bits. There’s 
a pair of chatty commentary tracks (the first by 
director Gavin Hood, the second producers Lauren 
Shuler Donner and Ralph Winter); a 16-minute 
conversation with comic book Legends Stan Lee 
and Len Wein; a 12-minute Making of,., featurette; 
ten Mutant File videos (mixing background info on 
the characters, cast interviews and behind-the- 
scenes footage); a look at the maki ng of a 
heLicopter stunt; four deleted scenes (including the 
alternate Japanese Bar ending); and red carpet 
footage. In terms of BLu-ray-exclusive stuff, there 
are three picture-in-picture tracks, a pop-up trivia 
track and Fox’s new Live Lookup BD-Live feature, 
allowing you to access filmogsand other info from 
the IMDB while watching the film. 
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Infestation 

Icon -»ALL- Reg to n BLu- ray 
£20 Approx 

Reminiscent ofthe 
far superior Tremors. 
Infestation - where 
big bugs are taking 
over America-is a 
schlocky trip back to the days of 
fun-packed creature features. 

The Blu-ray's 1.78:1 AVC encode 
Looks pLeasingLy natural if a touch 
subdued. There's not much to choose 
between the DTS-HD MA and DD 5.1 
tracks in terms of dynamics, which Ls 
a good thing as our review sample 
suffered sync issues with the former 
(Icon says it is aware of the problem 
and will correct it before release). 
Extras incLude a director’s commentary, 
Making of .. feature and trailer. AvB 

oeoo© 



Hannibal 

Universal Pictures-►AIL-Region 
Blu-ray-*£20 Approx 

A decade after The 
Silence of the Lambs. 
Ridley Scott delivered 
this overwrought 
sequel Shot through 
with the director's signature icy blues 
and deep bLacks, Hannibal is a rather 
coLd - Looking f i Lm and th is VC-11.85:1 
encode doesn't exactly scream hi-def. 
However, a comparison with the 
DVD shows an upgrade in clarity and 
shadow detail. The DTS-HD MA 5,1 mix 
revels in the more dynamic scenes 
(opening shootout, killer pig rampage, 
etc.) and operatic score. Completing the 
package are a chat track, 75-min 
Making of... deleted scenes and 
an alternate ending. AvB 

OQGOG 




Dead Snow 

El Entertainment-►Region BBlu-ray 
£23 Approx 

While not quite up 
to the standards of 
X 1977’s zombie-Nazi 
classic ShockWaves, 
low-budget 
Norwegian horror Dead Snow makes a 
fair stab at re-animating the goose- 
stepping-ghoul sub-genre. Slightly 
disappointingly, this UK Blu-ray features 
a 103Oi/5O AVC encode, which the 
distributor says is the only master the 
licensor could supply. Still the imagery 
holds up well and makes the most of 
the expansive wilderness locations. 

The DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio is eerie rather 
than aggressive, while extras include 
a 49-min Making of,,, three additional 
featurettesandfourtrailers. AvB 



We asked you... 

Which was 2Q09 T s most 
disappointing blockbuster? 

X-Men Origins: Wolverine 
Watchmen 

■ Star Trek 

■ Terminator: Salvation 

■ Transformers 2 

■ Harry Potter 6 


Results of poll from 
www.homecinemachoice.com 




Fast &. Furious reunites 

original The Fast and the Furious stars Vin Diesel 
and Paul Walker for a fourth tale of fast cars 
and revenge. It’s all brainless tosh, of course, 
but thanks to a script that gives Diesel such 
memorable lines as Ym one of those boys who 
appreciate a fine body regardless of the make, 1 
there's a Lways plenty of bLatant ho mo erotic ism 
to keep you chuckling, 

Mark Craven: If anybody tries to teLL you that 
studios aren't putting the effort in with DVD 
transfers any more, just give them a spin of th is 
disc. Right from the off. Fast & Furious’ anamorphic 
2,40:1 transfer races info pole position as a prime 
piece of standard-def AV bling. No matter how 
fast (or, er, furious) the onscreen action gets, 
there's a Lways an impressive stability and Level 
of detaiL to the image - with only the occasional 
(and extremely minor) case of macroblocking to 
remind you you're still watching a plain old DVD 
Steve May : From its explosive tire-squealing, 
metal-twisting opening sequence, there's little 


doubt that F&F has what it takes to 
be a popuLar system thrasher. The DD5.1 mix is 
deliciously dynamic with heaps directionaL 
effects and a grunting LFE track. Unfortunately, 
when the movie takes a breather from the 
franchise-friendly car porn, it drags like a Jalopy, 
But fust when you think you're about to doze off, 
the soundtrack moves back into the fast lane. 
Cars whistling by at speed never gets old... and 
I dare say the hippety hoppety soundtrack will 
please the homies. 

Anton van Beek: It’s a good job that F&F delivers 
such a compelling AV experience, because when 
it comes to extras this DVD reLease barely makes 
it out of the pits. The commentary by director 
Justin Lin is worth checking out; he does an 
excellent job discussing how the film's stunts 
were put together. Beyond that are a couple of 
disposable mini-featurettes and a gag reeL, 


MCC VERDICT 

Fast & Furious 
Universal Pictures R2 
DVD? £20 Approx 
We sa; This DVD delivers some 
excellent AV spectacle, but the 
film itself is more Skoda 
Octavia than Pagani Zonda 

Picture: 00600 
Sound: O00OO 
Extras: ooooo 
Movie: 00006 

Overall:Q0^3©© 
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98 CRANK 2 ■+ BRO-MANCE -> 12 ROUNDS 


FAQ About Time 
Travel 



Lionsgate^R2 DVD 
£16 Approx 

Sat on the shelf for 
over two years (as 
demonstrated by 
contemporary scenes 
showing people 
smoking in a pub), this British sci-fi 
comedy finds three social outcasts 
caught up in a time travel conundrum 
while downing a few pints at their local. 
Occasionally capable of delivering a real 
laugh-out-loud moment, the film's 
biggest problem is that it feels like a 
one-off TV drama. Still, Anna Fans is 
in it, which is always a Good Thing 
- unlike the disc's fiat and stage-hound 
anamorphic 1.78:1 picture, lifeless DD5.1 
aud io an d lack of extras. A vB 


The Butterfly 
Effect Trilogy 

Icon -¥ Region B/All-Region BD 
£25 Approx 

This teen time travel 
franchise makes the 
jump to HD with this 
two-disc set. While 
the first disc squeezes 
in both the first and second films, 
neither AVC17B:1 encode seems to 
suffer much from compression issues, 
a nd t he DTS-H D M A 5.1 aud io mixes a re 
effective. The brand new Butterfly Effect 
3: Revelations mixes up the time travel 
shenanigans with a serial killer story and 
gets a disc to itself, although the AVC 
178:1 visuals are average at best. There 
are no extras for any film .Curiously, 
while the first disc is locked to Region B, 
the secon d wi II play a ny wh ere. A vB 




Traitor 

Momentum Pictures -+ A11-Region BD 
£25 Approx 

An attempt to merge 
the action genre with 
political issues .Traitor 
stars Don Cheadle as 
an ex US Special Ops 
officer, and Muslim, who's caught selling 
weapons to Anti-American terrorists. 

But is everything as straightforward 
as it seems? 

This pleasing change from typical 
Hollywood fodder also delivers as a 
hi-def experience. The AVC 2,40:1 encode 
features striking contrast and impressive 
detail, while the TrueHD 5.1 sonics are 
suitably aggressive, despite occasionally 
woolly directionality. Extras are limited to 
a commentary, two five-minute 
featureftes and the trailer. MC 

06000 



I Love You, Man 


Paramount -> R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 



The ‘bro-mante 1 
bandwagon rolls on 
with thisPaul Rudd 
vehicle that is most 
notable for not having 
uber producer Judd 'Superbad Apatow 
involved in any stage of its production. 
Rudd stars as a guy with no male friends 
who embarks on a series of man-dates 1 
in an effort to find a best man for his 


forthcoming wedding. The upshot is 
only sporadically amusing. 

It s a comedy, so the DD5,1 audio is 
disappointingly focussed on the front 
speakers; the anamorphic 185:1 transfer 
is more inviting. A commentary. Making 
o/..., deleted scenes and endless 
outtakes make up the extras. MC 



He ain’t Hulk 

WWE star falls flat on film 


12 Rounds is the second attempt at 
turning World Wrestling Entertainment superstar 
John Cena into a bigscreen action star, and it's 
honestly no better than his dismal 2006 debut 
The Marine , Director Renny Harlin (who’s fallen a 
long way since Die Hard 2 and Qiffhanger) brings 
a little panache to the on-screen action, but the 
story, about a madman (Queer as Folk’s Aiden 
Gillen) forcing Gena’s super-cop to complete 12 
tasks if he wants to see his wife again, is stupid 
even for a mindless action flick. Big, dumb and not 



a lot of fun, 

Mark Craven: For the most part, 12 Rounds' 
Btu-ray’s AVC 2,40:1 encode really delivers the 
goods in terms of image quality, filling the screen 
with an impressive crispness and vibrant colours 
(fora good example, check out the retina-scalding 
reds and yellows when the house explodes in 
Chapter 11), However, every nowand again you’ll 
come across a sequence that doesn’t 
quite measure up, such as the 
opening nighttime chase, which 
features flat and lifeless blacks. 
Steve May: Fox’s DTS-HD Master 
Audio mix is as subtle as a 
knuckle sandwich. Things 
explode with deafening 
regularity and ensure 
you're always well aware 
of the 5.1 canvas, but 
there’s scant imagination 
evident in the sound 
design. In sheer high-fidelity 
terms there's Little to 
complain about, although this 
is another example of a movie 



where the LFE channel is used indiscriminately: 
waves of deep bass ripple out at the drop of a hat 
- rather than create sonic depth, it just ends up 
a little tiresome. The score by Trevor Rabin is 
suitably bombastic but ultimately forgettable. 
Anton van Beek: Because 12 Rounds is a quite 
horrendousLy pointless film, it naturally means 
that it comes with a shed Load of extra features - 
such are the mysterious ways of Hollywood. 

Anyway, there’s nothing particularly exciting 
here. Most of it is typical EPK-fodder - talking 
heads, plenty of self-congratulation, etc, - but 
there are a couple of moderately interesting 
behind-the-scenes featurettes dealing with a 
some of the stunt sequences. The rest of the 
bonus stuff includes a commentary from John 
Cena and writer Daniel Kuna (but not, for reason, 
the director s commentary from the US release), 
a gag reel, 15 additional micro featurettes, two 
alternate endings (with optional commentary) 
and two spoof viral videos. 



VERDICT 

12 Rounds: Extreme Cut 20th 
Century Fox 
Region B BD ->£29 Approx 
We say: 12 Rounds staggers 
around like a punch-drunk has- 
been, Looks good, though 

Picture: ooooo 
Sound: OOOOO 

Extras: 0 0600 

Movie: ooooo 

Overall:©©©©© 
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Electrical excellence 

This Jason Statham sequel is real high voltage rock 'n' roll 



Crank 2: High Voltage is the 

film equivalent of Marmite - you'll either love it or 
hate it. An adrenalin-charged sequel to a surprise 
cult hit, it takes the most outlandish elements 


clockwork heart an automotive jurnpstart: here, 
the thrum of the car engine, the failing battery 
and the frtizting of the wires all spin around the 
soundf ield - then our heartless hero drives the 


of the original, and, erm, cranks them up into 
an OTT rollercoaster ride. lt T s crass, violent and 
energy-sap ping, mixing porn star cameos with 
dismembered heads, Godzilla parodies and Gen 
Halliwell for a film experience Like no other Watch 
it, but maybe not with the wife and kids. 

JWarAr Craven: Shot on a variety of ‘pro-sumer* HD 
camcorders (including Canon's £700 HF-10) 
in some of the scuzziest parts of LA 
imaginable, Crank 2 isn’t the prettiest 
flick you'll ever see. But Lionsgate’s AVC 
1.85:1 encode still impresses - blacks 
are so Lid, fLesh tones are accurate and 
the numerous facial cLose-upsare 
beautifully detailed, with pin-sharp beads 
of sweat, gaping pores and tiny hairs. 

There are some instances of ugly aliasing, 
but on the whole this BLu-ray release 
brilliantly captures the film's intentionally 
gritty grindhouse aesthetic, 

Steve May: I doubt there'll be a BD release 
this year with a more intense soundtrack 
than Crank 2. An inspired maeLstrom of 
mashed-up metal music, weapons fire 
and miscellaneous directionaL effects, it’s 
guaranteed to juice any kit. Take Chapter 3, 

Jump Start, wherein Jason Statham's 
maladjusted hitman looks to give his 


motor off into a hail of gunfire, before the J-pop 
soundtrack soars over the racket. A beautifuL sonic 
sequence, effortlessly done. 

Chapter 13, High Voltage Arena, is similarly 
layered. Chev stalks around a power station, with 
neat directional cues, before taking a power-blast 
and turning into Chevzillaf!)., complete with full 
360-degree sound wrap. This 7.1 DTS-HD MA 
presentation left me grinning like a dope, 

Anton van Beek: Unlike the original, Crank 2 hits 
the UK loaded with extras, including several 
Blu-ray exclusives. Chief amongst these is the 
Crank'd Out Commentary , a picture-in-picture 
feature mixing interviews with the cast 
and crew (exploding silicon breasts are 
l a satire of the vacuous nature of LA 1 
apparently) with behind-the-scenes 
footage. You can flick between having 
either the movie or the bonus 
video-stream fill the main screen 
without having to return to the main 
menu - handy. ALso exclusive to 
the Blu-ray are a gag reel and 
BD-Live functionality. The 
remaining extras consist of an 
entertaining 51-minute Making of... 
doc, trailer, blooper reel and good 
old-fashioned audio commentary. 




HCt VERDICT 

Crank 2: High 
Voltage Lionsgate 
RegionA/BBD >£25Approx 
We say: This Stath-tastic gonzo 
grindhouse sequel delivers the 
goods in spectacular style 
on Blu-ray 

Picture: OQQOQ 

Sound: O0GO0 

Extras: ^ 90OOO 
Movie: QQOOO 

Overall:©©©©© 
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100 DOLLHOUSE-*CULT TV-*TEEN HORROR 

‘Look at her hair - it’s real!’ 

Buffy... creator Joss Whedon is now playing with living dolls 




Dollhouse: Season One 

finds Buffy.,. creator Joss Whedon returning to 
the Fox network after a six-year absence, with 
Eliza Dushku as his leading lady, and a new sci-fi 
show under his arm. Yet early on, it Looked like the 
Firefly debacle was about to repeat itself with 
reports that Fox didn't ‘get the new series and 
had forced Whedon to re-shoot the pilot. 

When it finally hit screens, even Whedon’s 
biggest fans had to admit that Dollhouse's 
premise was problematic It involves a mysterious 
laboratory that brainwashes its residents to 
perform specific tasks, before erasing their 
memories on completion of their assignments. 
But the quaLity improved as the show 
progressed and by the end of the 13-episode 
run things were definitely looking up. And it 
appears that Fox agrees, as the company 
has now commissioned a second series, 

Mark Craven: Dollhouse 's stylised aesthetic 
is well-served by the anamorphic 1.78:1 
transfers in Fox’s four-disc set. BLack Levels are 
consistent, contrast is good and detailing is 
adequate for a contemporary TV series on DVD. 
CoupLethat with minimaL contrast artefacts and 
other technical issues, and you have a 
commendable TV-to-DVD release, 

Sfeve May ; Whedon's wildly uneven show is 
at least consistent when it comes to the Dolby 
Digital 5.1 presentation. Unfortunately, it's 
uniformly dull. This is unambitious salt l n’ vinegar 
TV fare, content with a front-weighted 
stereoscopic mix. It sounds like it was designed 
to be heard over two TV speakers, rather than 
on a home theatre system, and frankly you'll miss 
nothing if you Leave your AVR in standby and just 


watch the show via the telly. There’s a fair amount 
of incidental music used through the run, but this 
aLso tips to the front. The kindest thing I can say 
about the show’s audio (based on this outing and 
preceding TV transmissions) is that it’s functional. 
Anton van Beek: Spread across Dollhouse: Season 
One's four discs is a fair collection of extra 
features, and there should be enough to please 
Whedon fans. Three of the episodes (including 
the time-jumping controversial final episode 
Epitaph One) offer fun, fact-packed audio 
commentaries: there’s aLso a stereo presentation 
of the original unaired piLot (which, for my money, 
doesn’t work as weLL as the revised version), 

23 deLeted scenes and five behind-the- 
scenes feat urettes. 


HCt VERDICT 

Dollhouse: Season One 
20th Century Fox > R2 
DVD £25 Approx 

We say: It’s slow to start, but 
Dollhouse shapes up as nicely 
as its Leaving Lady and makes for 
a well-rounded DVD boxset 

Picture: 06000 
Sound: oeooo 
Extras: OOOOG 
Movie: OOOOG 

Overall:Q00Q0 


Heroes: Season 3 

Universal Playback-*R2 DVD 
£51 Approx 

After a dismal, 
truncated second 
season, the 
once-popular Heroes 
returned for a 
full-length third year. 5adLy,whiLe 
the episode count was up, the overall 
quality wasn't - fans were Left with 
another run of disappointing tales. 

Of course, if you’ve stuck with the 
show this far, you’ll be pleased to know 
that this six-disc DVD set is as worthy 
as its predecessors. The anamorphic 
1.78:1 visuals and DD 5.1 audio are as 
strong as ever, while generous extras 
include commentaries, deleted scenes, 
featurettes, two web stories and 
a gallery of Tim Sale’s art. MC 



Psychoville 

2entertain Ltd-*Region BBD 
£25 Approx 

The League of 
Gentlemen's Reece 
Shearsmith and 
Steve Pemberton are 
the deranged minds 
behind this freakish comedy series 
about a blind recluse, a deranged 
midwife, a one-handed clown, 
a murder-obsessed man-child, a 
telekinetic dwarf and a mysterious, 
black-dad blackmailer. It's seriously 
weird, and incredibly funny, and comes 
on a two-disc Blu-ray set with solid 
10 8 Oi AVC1.78:1 en codes fo r all seve n 
episodes, and DTS-HD MA 2.0 audio. A 
fan-pleasing batch of extras includes 
episode commentaries, interviews and 
a Making of., .documentary. AvB 



The Uninvited 

Paramount -* disc version 
£18 Approx 

Every bit as generic 
as its new title, this 
US update of Ji-woon 
Kim's unique and 
atmospheric South 
Korean shocker A Tate of Two Sisters 
lacks imagination and scares, 
eliminating all of the spooky ambiguity 
fromthe original story in favour of 
cheap shocks and endless exposition. 

A real shame. 

For all its flaws as a film, though. 
The Uninvited scores well as an AV 
experience, thanks to a pristine 
anamorphic 1.85:1 transfer and fairLy 
immersive DD5.1 audio. Four deLeted 
scenes, an alternate ending and a bland 
featurette are the only extras. AvB 



Tormented 

Pathe-*R2 DVD 
£16 Approx. 

Imagine the cast of 
Skins being picked 
off one-by-one by 
the restless spirit of 
oneoftheirformer 
classmates. That’s pretty much what 
British horror-corn Tormented serves up 
- a variety of obnoxious high school 
kids dispatched by the angry ghost of 
a bullied kid. It’s not very original - 
and tonally it s all over the place - but 
Tormented still delivers an entertaining 
87 minutes of cheap chiLls and daft kills. 

I’ve no complaints about Rathe’s 
DVD either, which has a sharp, 
coLourfu l anamorphic 2.35:1 image, 
functional DD5.1 audio and 
entertaining extras. MC 
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THE PERFECT HIGH DEFINITION EXPERIENCE 


lOBQp: The Ultimate 
In Picture Quality * 


U COHTROL: Enjoy Advanced 
Interactive Content * 


© 2003 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved 


For u» only with BLU IW pdf van md drives AdvsrtKd Eg*turgt may not be aveilfele on gll tiiae*. 




AVAILABLE AT 



PLAY.COM 


FREE DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING 



Solutions for better music & movies m 

Request a FREE catalogue pack 

go to www.russandrews.com/catalogue 

or phone us on 0845 345 1550 
* Mail Order Direct 

* Cale Upgrade Scheme * 

A* • FREE Delivery connected - »- 

*XV {orders over £100 - IH K 

in UK Mainland) 

% % V A C'»iR5 




HD equipment demands high 
performance connections 


Exclusive UK Retailer for 


KIMBER have developed their HD-19 - 

HDMI cable to preserve the integrity of 

high definition digital signals* Silver-plated 

large gauge copper conductors and an innovative 

tri-shield design ensure vivid image clarity and deep, a _ 

accurate colours. HD-19 offers full HDTV support, 
i n cl u d i n g futu re formats. 

Kimber HD 19 HDMI cable ‘reproduction of colours remained bright 

£131 for 0,5 m, £147 for 1m and vivid throughout... detail and depth of Field 

Available in length's up to 20m. impressed too. It could only be top marks for this one.' 

What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision 


Kimber HD-19 HDMI cable 
£131 for 0.5m, £147 for lm 

Available in lengths up ro 20m. 


est time to connect British made 
les in your hifi system 

Why Black Rhodium - Over 75% of Black Rhodium sales are of cables 
manufactured in the UK. Only HDMI, Optical cables and some home cinema 
speaker cables are made outside the UK. 



^lack^l 


lack Rhodium 

Made in England 


Look for 'MADE IN ENGLAND* 
or'MADE IN THE UK* printed 

on the side of the cable. 

For FREE Factsheet to discover how British made cable can improve sound quality & enhance your enjoyment of music ^ 

Email: info@blackrhodium.co.uk or Phone: 01332 342233 71 ^ 





























102 '80s’ FANTASTY FLICKS-* AMERICAN WEREWOLF-*GLADIATOR 



Maximus hi-def ius 


Our offerings fo the gods of HD have paid off with the arrivial of Gladiator on Blu-ray 



Gladiator offers sheer spectacle of the 

very best kind; a gripping, action-packed tale 
designed to stir your adrenaline and thriLL you with 
its epic scope. The middle act might sag a Little, 
but it's still the best thing director Ridley Scott has 
committed to celluloid since Blade Runner . 

Mark Craven: Both the 155-minute theatrical and 
171-minute extended editions are included here 


Germania: The opening 
battle took 20 days to film 


VERDIC 

Gladiator: 2-Disc Special 
Ed ►Universal Pictures All- 
region BD-*£25 Approx 
We sd Rid Ley Scott ! s fa bu lo us 
swords TV sandals flick is a 
Blu-ray treat of epic proportions 

Picture: 06000 

Sound: OQQOO 

Extras: 00000 
Movie: O00OO 

Overall:! * 


via seamless branching, presented as sensational 
2,40:1 AVC encodes. From the opening scenes 
of dark, icy blue-tinted forests, the imagery 
impresses with the way it realises fine textures; 
particularly noteworthy is the intricate detailing 
in the period costumes. When the action moves to 
v sunnier climes, some subtle digital 
manipulation (edge enhancement 
jind digital noise reduction) 
becomes apparent, but 
it’s marginaL enough to 
not get worked up about. 
Steve May: The 
menus seem louder 
than appropriate, but this 
doesn’t extend to the rich, 
lush and perfectly-balanced 
DTS-HD MA 5,1 movie mix. 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE NOVEMBER 2009 



WhiLe much of the movie is diaLogue heavy, 
it’s the raw power of the action sequences that 
stir the heart. Chapter 11, where Maximus (Russell 
Crowe) is taken out to fight in Proximo’s arena, is 
alive with sonic incident. The baying crowd noises 
snake left and right, a swinging mace circles the 
Listening position inslo-mo,..Thisisonedisc you’ll 
want to listen to time and again. 

Anton van Beek: Both cuts get their own audio 
commentaries; the extended edition gets an intro 
from RidLey Scott and the theatrical edition 
features 13 deLeted scenes. 

Universal’s sluggish U-Control tech also rears its 
head on both versions, offering Links to additional 
behind-the-scenes content and pop-up trivia, 
plus the natty ability to select additional bonus 
bits from a pop-up list to watch later. These all lurk 
on Disc Two (there are over 300 of 'em, including 
deLeted material, behind-the-scenes footage, 
interviews, photo gaLleriesand pre-viz videos). Put 
that disc in, and your selections wilL automatically 
appear at the top of the list. Neat. 

As if that wasn’t enough, there's also a!97-min 
documentary, numerous art galleries, five deLeted 
scenes, seven extra featurettes, two trailers and 
20 TV spots. Phew. 






PLAYBACK 103 


Where wolf? Here wolf! 

John Landis' horror classic hits Blu-ray, but will it leave you howling in anger? 


An American Werewolf in 

London may be nearLy 30 years old, but 
it’s aged welL, retaining the capacity to both make 
you laugh and weird you out. In fact, John Landis' 
tale of an American backpacker with a nasty dose 
of lyca nth ropy ravaging the West End is still the 
pinnacLe of the horror-corn genre and worthy of 
a place on any film fan’s shelf. 

Mark Craven: Ah, this is what BD is all about - 
classic films, which many of us saw first on grotty 
VHS tapes, brought back to their true glory. Well, 
sort of. AAWIL's VC-1185:1 encode isn’t exactLy 
a howling success. The picture here has more 
grain than a peasant’s diet, because of the quality 
of the originaL film stock, no doubt, and there’s 
also plenty of print damage - obviously the guy 
at Universal who cleans up transfers was on 
holiday when this was encoded. On the other 
hand, edges are sharp and the colours, particularly 
the red of David Naughton’s parka, and Griffin 
Dunne’s blood, Look more vivid than you've ever 
seen before. 

Steve May: If you've heard this seminaL monster 
movie in DD 5.1 on DVD, then I’d argue you’re not 
gonna uncover much more of substance In this 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 presentation. The soundstage 
is occasionally wide, and there are some nice 
directional effects to stoke the atmosphere (the 
werewolf howls rear left, then rear right, before 
dining in the opening reel), but the dialogue 
sounds as if it was recorded out on the moors 
throughout, and the Foley dramatics are as sharp 
as a wolf’s fang. Like the video,, it appears that no 
remastering has been undertaken for this release. 
And that's enough to have any horror fan howling 
at the moon in frustration. 



Anton van Beek: The lacklustre AV quality of this 
BD release is onLy compounded by the quality of 
the bonus features. Most of the materiaL here will 
be familiar to anybody who picked up the earlier 
Special Edition DVD, including a commentary 
by the male leads, storyboards, interviews with 
director John Landis and makeup artist Rick Baker, 
outtakes and a vintage featurette. But there 
are some new items as well, including D-Box 
Motion Code, another interview with Rick Baker 
and, best of all, a spectacular new 98-min 
documentary (see page 10 for more) Looking 
back at the film’s production. 



HCC VERDICT 

An American Werewolf in 
London UniversaL Ail-region 
BD £20 Approx 

We say This‘80s’ horror classic 
has great extras, but needs 
some serious remastering 

Picture: QG0QQ 
Sound: 00600 
Extras: OG0O0 


lYaVs; 


Overall:O©©0© 


The Dark Crystal 

Sony Pictures-frALL-region BD 
£20 Approx: 

In an age before CGI, 
cinema turned to 
puppetry for its 
fantasy fix, and The 
Dark Crystal stands as 
a curious example of that forgotten era. 
It’s ail very Roger Dean and silly, but the 
unending weirdness of Jim Henson’s 
vision wins through. 

The Dolby TrueHD 5,1 audio is as 
good as any Gelfling might reasonably 
expect - dialogue is dean, but the Foley 
effects sound dated and the score a 
little tremulous. Picture quality is 
better: detail is high and colours are 
lush and rich. Special features include 
astoryboard PIP track, chat track, test 
footage and more, SM 



Labyrinth 

Sony Pictures-* All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Another '80s 1 Henson 
fantasy flick, this 
timewithayoung 
Jennifer Connelly 
running around in 
circles at the behest of David Bowie's 
camp Goblin King and hundreds of 
puppet monsters. Whatever its 
narrative issues, Labyrinth always 
looked great - something this AVC 
2,35:11080p encode highlights. Both 
fine detailing and colour saturation is 
far beyond anything previous DVDs 
(including the Superbit disc) ever 
managed. The TrueHD 5.1 audio is less 
spectacular, due to the limits of the 
source material. Lots of quality extras 
here, including a new PiP track, AvB 



The Elephant 
Man 

Optimum-* Region B BD 
£25 Approx 

David Lynch’s 
mesmerising biopic 
of freaky-faced 
Victorian John 
Merrick comes to 
Blu-ray with a strong bLack-and-white 
AVC 2.35:1 encode and atmospheric 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 soundmix. It's part 
of the new Studio Canal Collection 
(another competitor for the title 
of Europe's answer to the Criterion 
Collection), Extras include around an 
hour of interviews with the maverick 
director, the 20-min featurette The Real 
Elephant Man and a bookLet containing 
an analysis of the film by Time Out's 
film critic Tom Huddleston, AvB 



Woodstock: 

Ultimate 

Collector’s 

Warner Home Video-* All-region BD 
£23 Approx 

This 224-mi n cut of 
Woodstock: 3 Days of 
Peace & Music looks 
and sounds better 
than ever before in 
its hi-def debut. Presented in a variety 
of aspect ratios, and shot on three 
different 16mm film stocks, this is tricky 
material to get right, but the VC-1 
restoration job is exceptional. The same 
is true of the Dolby TrueHD 5.1 mix, 
which is sparkling ly clear yet faithful 
to the source material. A second disc 
throws together top-notch extras, 
including over two hours of never- 
before-seen concert footage. MC 
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100s 

OF 

BRANDS 


OFFERING EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS 

ON 1000’S OF BRANDED PRODUCTS 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


LG 37LF7700 tJSt 

37” 1080P Full HD LCD TV m 


* 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 

* Twin XD Engine 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 

* 80,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 


LATEST DEALS AND PRICES ONLINE 


I WWW.SOUNDANDVISION.CO.uk OR CALL HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


digital Qj 


Fntvifw 


H3mi 



* 1080p Output via HDMI 

• Up-scales Standard DVDs 

• 24 FPS Output 

* 3.1 System with Virtual Surround 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.soundar>dvision,co.uk j 



Toshiba 26AV615DB 

26” HD Ready LCD TV 


digitatrvl 


Frwvlcw 


HD 


Hnmi 



* 720p / 1080i Resolution 

* 30,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

* PC Input 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 S44 7520 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 


j ALSO | 

! ALSO 1 

: AVAILABLE in: 

: AVAILABLE IN* 

! 32” i 

.J 

: 37” \ 

i*....: 


digital(V) 


Free view 


Homi 



JVC LT-42DR1 

42” Dynapix 1080P Full HD LCD TV 

• DynaPix HD Picture Engine 

• Dynamic Contrast Ratio: 25,000:1 
■ 3 HDMI Inputs 

• Swivel Stand 


BUY NOW* ___ 

PAY IFRE 

2010 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0B44 844 7520 



Sony BDP-S360 

Blu-Ray player with BD-Live access 

- 1080p Output via HDMI 

• Up-scales Standard DVDs 

• 24p True Cinema Playback 

• Full HD Audio Decoding 


szry jy/vir 

Hpmi 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


j www.soundandvisions 



SOUND & VISION 

44-46 HIGHER 
MARKET STREET 
FARN WORTH 
BOLTON BL4 SBB 












































































SOUND a VISION 

www.soundandvision.co.uk 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 



i ALSO ! 

j ALSO i 

: AVAILABLE IN: 

: AVAILABLE IN: 

SJ 

i. 
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Toshiba 32RV635DB 

32" 1080P Full HD Regza LCD TV 



digital [Vj 




* 1920 x 1080 Resolution 

* Resolution + Technology 

* 4 HDMI Inputs 

* 50,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE QS 44 844 752 p| 



BUY NOW; 


Panasonic TX-P46S10B 


PAY 


46” Full HD Viera Plasma TV 


2010 


digital []?j 



HDIT 1 ! 



* 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24FPS 

- 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

• 400Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

- 3 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 



■ 1920 x 1080 Resolution I 24p Smooth film 

■ Built in Freesat HD Tuner 

■ 100Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

■ 4 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


1 www. so unda ndv isi on .co .u k I 


1920 x 1080 Resolution 
Resolution+ Technology 
4 HDMI Inputs 

50,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


Panasonic 

DMR-BS750-K ~~~ 

Blu-ray Disc Recorder 
with 250GB Hard Disc Drive 


* HD Recording & Playback 

► Twin Freesat HD Satellite Tuner 

► Twin XD Engine di .. LrVl 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 



Panasonic dmp-bd 60 eb 

Blu-Ray Disc Player 


HDmi 

* USB Connection for DivX, 
Jpeg and Mp3 
- BD Live Functions 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


SALES HOTUNE 0844 B44 



3 


Toshiba SD-390 

DVD Ptayer with DVD Up-Scaling 


Homi 

DTS® Compatible 
USB Connection 
MP3 / Divx Playback 
1 HDMI Output 


FREEl LATEST deals & 
1 PRI CES O NL INE 

DELIVERY 


www.soundancM6fon.60.irk 


Panasonic DMR-EX89 

DVD Recorder with 400GB 
Hard Disc Drive 



dieitairVl 


Juke Box with Grace note® 
1080p Up-Scaling Via HDMI 




SOUND & VISION OPENING TIMES: 

44-46 HIGHER MON - WED 9AM - 6PM 

MARKET STREET THURS 9AM - 8PM 

FARNWORTH FRI - SAT 9AM - 6PM 

BOLTON BL4 9BB SUN - 10AM - 4PM 


SALES 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 



































































































SOUND a VISION 

www.soundandvision.co.uk 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 



Panasonic TX-P42V10B 

42" 1080P Full HD VIERA Plasma TV with Freesat HD 


freesat 


600Hz Sub-field Drive Intelligent Frame Creation Pro |yg| 
1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24P Smooth Film digitalEj 

4 HDMI Inputs 

Digital Cinema Colour & THX® 

Certified Display 


Hami 


LATEST DEALS & PRICES ONLINE 


WWW.SOONDANDVISION.CO.uk OR CALL HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


J 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 




* 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 

* VIERA Image Viewer 

* Smart Networking with VIERA Link 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.soundandvision.co.uk | 


1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 
600Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 
In-Built Freesat HD 
3 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7S20| 



- 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 

* 600Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

* Viera Cast & DLNA Home Networking 
•4 HDMI Inputs 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


SALES HOTLINE 0044 844 7520 



JVC LT-19DA1BJ 

19 H HD Ready LCD 
with Freeview Tuner 

- 72Qp / lOSOi Resolution 

* 1 HDMI Input 

- USB Connection 

• PC Input 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


www.soundand visiq n.co .uk 


digital FYl 


HD 


norm 




SOUND & VISION 

44-46 HIGHER 
MARKET STREET 
FAR N WORTH 
BOLTON BL4 9BB 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-WED 9AM -6PM 
THURS 9 AM - 8PM 
FRI - SAT 9AM - 6PM 
SUN - 10AM -4PM 



SALES 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 
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Samsung BD-P1500 

Blu-Ray Disc Player 

- 1080P Full HD Playback 

- 1 xHDMI Connection 
• BD Profile 1.1 

- HD Format Audio Decoding 



PRICES ONLINE 


[ SALES HOTLINE 0544 B 44 752 q | 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


Alphason MD-1300 

High end stand for 
PI asms/LCD Screens 


* Ideal For Screens Up To 60" 

* Toughened Safety Glass Shelves 
- Top Shelf Loading Of 95kg 

* Ball Feet For Easy & Safe Movement 


www.spijndaTidvisiofi.co.uk 
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Panasonic DMR-EZ48VEBK 

DVD RecorderA/HS Combi With Built In Freeview 




1080P Up Conversion Via HDMI 
VHS Refresh Dubbing To DVD 
New Viera Link With Direct TV Record 
Super Multi Format Rec + Play 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


Alphason 

Aspect 
ASP900-B 

Minimalist Support For Plasma & LCD 


ALSO 

AVAILABLE IN 
LIGHT OAK & 
WALNUT 


* Universal Support 

* Highly Polished Glass 

* Flat Packed For Easy Assembly 

* High Quality Components 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0344 844 7520 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 


DENON 

DVD-1800-BLK 


Blu-Ray Disc Player 
With HDMI 



1080P/24p Output 


HD Bit stream Output Support 


HDmi 


INSTORE ONLY 
PROMOTION 


| CALL NOW 0844 844 7520 | 


ABOUT US 

With over 15 years experience 
in the industry, we pride ourselves on 
providing a huge variety of the latest 
specialist branded products at very 
competitive prices. 


OUR SALES TEAM 

Our friendly sales team are always 
available to help, whether you want 
the latest deal or expert technical 
advice. Our aim is to provide the 
best service possible and ensure 
customer satisfaction. 


CREDIT & FINANCE 

We are pleased to be able to offer 
finance options on most of our 
products. Why not call now for 
further details or check online at 
www.soundandvision.co.uk 





SIB 


All offers, prices and stock are subject to availability and change. All goods remain the property of Sound and Vision until paid in full. 
We deliver only within mainland UK. Full terms and conditions of the sale are available at www.smjndanduision.co.uk/terms. The terms of sale 
do not affect your statutory rights. All calls are recorded for training purposes. Prices correct at time of print. Buy now pay 2010 available on 
all balances of £550 or over. *** Su bject to auailability 
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0844 844 7520 












































































108 HDMI TO 7.1 ANALOGUE-* PANASONIC vs KURO-*TOSHIBA BLU-RAY 


Feedback 


Got an axe to grind? Want to comment on current 
technology? Need to share? is here to help 


THX treachery! 


Hi, thought you would be 
interested in the following. Last 
week I purchased an advertised 
'Genuine’ THX demo disc from 
eBay. What arrived in the post 
was one of your Tree' giveaway 
promotional discs. 

it clearly states in writing 
what this disc is to be used for, 
and that it is not for resale. 

The seller has informed me he 
has sold 60 of these discs and 
has them still advertised on 
eBay. He is charging £25 for 
the privilege l 

i have reported this to 
eBay, and informed him. 

He seems keen for me to return 
the front cover back to him 
-1 wonder why?! 

Richard, via email 

Thanks Richard - not sure 
where this guy got hold of 


shelled out £25 for the THX 
Demo Disc, because we stilL 
have a few copies of HCC #149 
available as back issues. 

Choosing Blu 


Blu-ray player with the best 
quality/price ratio? 

Thank you and thanks 
for yourwebsite, 

Domenico Corradi, Italy 


Star 


our discs! Ifsa 
shame you’ve 


Just a quick question: based on 
your experience, what is a good 


Panasonic’s DMP-BD80, LG’s 
BD39G (see page 68} and 


Kuro fanboy fights back 


Samsung’s BD-P3600 (p84) 
offer quality BD performance 
at attractive prices, with all 
sort of additional, webby 
features thrown in. There 
are better-specced decks 
from the likes of Pioneer, Sony 
and Denon, but these come 



Senor Henderson states in his review of 
Panasonic’s new plasma - the TX-P46Z1 
(in HCC # 172) - that comparing the 
Pioneer Kuro to Panny's new model is like 
comparing a 1966 Alfa Romeo Spider to a 
BMW 5 Series. That's pretty hilarious. Are 
some of Rik's amigos at the mag spiking 
his coffee with something? 

The bottom line is the new Panasonic 
modeL is obviousLy a fine television with 
some serious tech on board, if a bit 
overpriced Most guys out there are Looking 
for the AV Holy Grail of the purest sound 
and best picture in a television, but, alas, 
Panny stilL can’t match the Kuro for pure 
picture processing. And, as for design, no 
television can match the Pioneers in the 
looks department either. I would equate 
Panasonic’s new flagship modeL to the 
RenauLt Megane - with it’s myriad of 
safety features, it's a great family car - 
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while the Kuro will forever be classed as 
the Aston Martin DB9 of televisions, 
because of its gorgeous looks and 
awesome performance. And 



classics only get better with age and never 
go out of fashion, I know which TV I would 
want to grace my living room. End of 
argument, Rikl 
Joseph Lacey Dublin 

Rik Henderson replies: I like your 
analogies, especially the Zl/Megane 
comparison - it made me laugh like a 
giddy fool (and I admit that I only ever 
tend to see Meganes in a silver finish, so 
you may be onto something). However, 
you’ve made one, frankly, schoolboy 
error,,, Aston Martin still manufactures 
the DO9. Pioneer no Longer builds Kuro 
TVs. No matter how good they were. 

My original point was that as Pioneer 
has ceased production of Kuro plasma 
TVs, they are now more Like classic sports 
cars. Current owners adore them with the 
same feverish devotion as members of 
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Sign up to HCC online! 

Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice's online community is free, fast and fun 

On the home page of www.homecinemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile, You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow AV 
fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post. 

Joining the big AV debate online has 
never been easier! 



at a cost. Oh, and don’t forget 
Sony's PlayStation 3 50 m 
(p82) - a good value Blu-ray 
spinner that happens to play 
hi-def games, too. 

A simple question 

Hi, how do! go about buying the 
first whole series of True Blood 
on Blu-ray? 

Stephanie, via email 

Right. There are two options 
open to you. At the moment 
True Blood: The Complete 
First Season is only available 
in the US, but as it’s coded for 
all-regions, it can be imported 
from specialist websites 
like www.movietyme.com 
and it will work on a UK 
Blu-ray player. 

The other possibility 
is to wait unti I October 26 
when HBO will be releasing the 

-\ 


the Triumph Spitfire fanclub Love 
their cars, regardless of the 
scarcity of parts and 
extraordinary costs of servicing. 
Ultimately, though, my main 
point is that we shouldn’t be 
constantly comparing new 
technologies to one that is no 
longer available. Would you be 
happy to know that such-and- 
such LCD TV Isn’t as good with 
contrast as a Sony Bravia 28in 
CRT I bought in 1997? We have 
to move on. The end (please). 

Winner: Star Letter-writer 
Joseph Lacey wins a copy 
of Fast & Furious on Blu-ray 
courtesy of Universal Pictures 
UK. It's available to buy now, 
priced around £25. 


series on DVD and Blu-ray here 
in the UK. 

Kit dilemma 

Hi there. My system consists 
of a Denon AVCA-11SR with a 
Miller & Kreisel THX 71 speaker 
system, an Arcam AV50 with 
a Paradigm 5,1 speaker system 
for music and an Arcam 8SE 
CD player 

I also have a Sony PS3, Virgin 
Media cable HD box and am in 
the process of obtaining two 
Humax Freesat PVRs. 

1 need some advice and I'm 
sure I am not the only person 
faced with this dilemma: 

Neither of my amps support 
HDML Listening to music CDs 
through my Arcam system is 
great and, if I want to watch/ 
listen to music DVDs then 1 do 
so via my Denon system. 
Watching TV and films is 
obviousLy also done via the 
Denon. However I feel I am 
losing out on the sound of 
Blu-ray due to my lack of H DM I 
connectivity, I don't seem to get 
any sound out of my rears and 
very little out the side speakers. 
So should I: 

1) Buy a new amp, I can’t 
afford an expensive one so 
would probably have to go with 
a Pioneer SC-LXS1 and get shot 
of the Denon. 

2) Buy a dedicated Blu-ray 
player that has 7,1 output such 
as the Panasonic DMP-BD80 

3) Buy an Octave HDS7A-UK 
which can take multiple HDMI 
inputs and provide two 71 
outputs, thus being able to 
feed my Arcam and my Denon, 

4) Stay put for the time 
being and buy a high-definition 
projector instead. 

I am thinking that option 
three is probably the best as it 
means I can use both of my 


amps. It’s aLso quite cheap. Do 
you know if there is a similar 
product that only offers a single 
7.1 output instead of the two for 
those people who are running 
a single amp and are facing the 
same problem? 

Thanks in advance for any 
advice you may offer. Keep 
up the good work with the 
magazine, I Love the format and 
the fact that you don't just 
review TVs and AV amps. I 
particularly enjoy the film review 
section - and wouldn't mind if 
this was even expanded slightly. 
Mike, via email 

The Qefava HDMI-to-7.1 
processor, available to buy 
for around £250, would seem 
do exactly what you want, 
although we haven’t any 
experience of it here at the 
HCC multiplex. It could be 
an effective fix for your 
connection dilemma. 

Your long-term best bet, 
though, is to replace your two 
amps with a single amp or 
receiver. Arcam’s AVR-600 
would be a good solution, but, 
at £3,500, it might take a while 
to fund. 

Tosh Blu-ray error 

Toshiba has missed a trick 
by not using XDE technology 
for DVD upscaling in its 
forthcoming BLu-ray player. 
Toshiba is great at making DVD 
players. What kind of idiots work 
for these companies? Couldn't 
any of them have suggested 
to include XDE feature? This 
would of been an award-wining 
machine if it did, Toshiba: you 
flopped big-time! 

Bobby D. via HCC online 

Well Bobby, given the speed at 
which Toshiba launched into 
Blu-ray and the nature of the 
deck itself, we’d wager that 
this is an OEM player that will 
be used to bridge the gap until 
a genuine Toshiba-made 
model appears. This would 
explain the lack of XDE 

— 
Write to Letters, Home Cinema 
Choice, Future Publishing, 

2 Balcombe Street London 
NW16NW,oremail us at 
hoc @f u tu renet .co. u k 
Due to the volume of letters we 
receive we cannot guarantee 
to print/answer them all, 
_ 
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Whether you ore promoting 
a new business venture or 
expanding your existing one, 
you need a solid and secure 
hosting partner 


Home Cinema Choice offer! 
Get a 15% discount with your 
next order. 

Order code: cinema09 


sales@blacknighLcom 
www.biacknight.com 
0844 4649361 
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How we test 

Home Cinema Choices hardware reviews combine the subjective 
opinion of our seasoned reviewers with hard technical data. 
Chris Jenkins explains how the HCC Tech Labs work 


reviews tend to be a mixture of 
subjective opinion and objective data. 
While we value the subjective opinions of our h ighly 
experienced reviews team, we like to blend and balance 
their opinions with objective measurements. The HCC 
Tech Labs have been measuring AV equipment for 
nearly 20 years. It was originaLLy conceived to evaLuate 
the performance of VCRs and CRT TVs, and it is now 
routinely testing BLu-ray players and HD displays. 

interestingly, much of our first generation hardware 
is still in use (we maintain an irrational fondness for an 
oscilloscope used to determine the onset of dipping 
on amplifiers), although our more venerable hardware 
is now supplemented by new software and measurement 
methodologies. One thing remains unchanged though: 
our commitment to supply you with the best possible 
buying advice. 

Virtual Tour 

Our Tech Labs consist of two main facilities: a Viewing 
Room, and a Test Lab. 

The Viewing Room is used mainly for testing TVs, 
projectors and speakers and has been designed to 
reproduce the conditions that are found in a typical 
mid-range home cinema setup, it was created by 
award-winning custom installers Pounds 
(www.poundstv.co.uk), and is completely light-proofed. 
While it is not designed to be sound-proof, it has been 
skinned in Acoustiblock and has been acousticalLy 
treated and tuned by the experts at RPG 
(www.rpg-europe.co.uk), using custom absorbers and 
diffusers. The room features multiple HDMI, component 
video and audio cable runs, as well as analogue and 
digital TV and satellite feeds, and has a resident 7.2 


speaker system. Multiple screens can be fed the same 
source material simultaneously, courtesy of a Gefen 
2-in-4-out HDMI switcher/splitter, for screen shootouts. 

Number crunching 

The Test Lab is used mainly for number-crunching DVD/ 
Blu-ray pLayersand amplifiers. It's equipped with two 
industry-standard systems: a Tektronix VM700 video 
data analyser, and a MiLLer Audio Research audio analysis 
suite. Using standard test signals from discs and signal 
generators, these two systems are used to measure 
factors such as audio and video signal jitter, frequency 
response and output power. These give us a good general 
idea of the component quality, processing power and 
overall performance of players and amplifiers. 

Professionals at large 

Over the years, our testers have been trained in calibration 
and testing techniques by the ISF, Tektronix, the Home 
Acoustics Alliance and other industry bodies. In short, 
when you read a review in HCC, you can be sure that the 
reviewer's subjective opinion is backed up by objective 
scientific lab testing. 

Understandable and useful 

One of our pledges is to present information that is 
both understandable and useful, for example, exposing 
the hype perpetrated by some makers of pLasmas and 
LCD TVs regarding contrast ratios. To determine reaL 
world contrast, as well as measuring colour temperature 
presets, we employ a Sencore VP401 signal generator 
alongside a PC running Datacolor Colorfacts software 
with a Spyder 2 sensor. We use the Sencore signal 
generator and our own discs to generate standard TV 



Tech Lab tests explained 


TV power consumption: Watts TV contrast: ratio 



White semen: This is a 
measurement of a 
display’s power 
consumption inWatts 
when displaying a pore 
white TORE signal 
with muted audio 



Test footage: Here 
the power 
consumption is 
measured with a 
looped test sequence 
of live footage 
(complete with 
explosions’) and the 
audio volume up 


Qaimedl 
10 , 000:1 ■ 

™ Actual 

450:1 

Picture: Contrast ratio 
claims by TV makers 
are often extravagant in 
the extreme. Our real 
world measurements 
cut through the 
hyperbole and allow 
one brand’s contrast 
ratio to he compared 
with another. You'll also 
find a luminance 
measurement in 
foot-lamberts, here 


Colourtemp: Kelvin 



Presets; Out of the 

box, most displays will 
offeryouachoiceof 
colour temperature 
settings. We measure 
these to see which one 
is closest to the ideal of 
6,500K (or D65),ThlS 
is the colour 
temperature setting 
you should use for 
movie viewing if you 
don’t recalibrate 


Blu-ray/DVD power consumption: Watts Audi o Jitter: Ps 


20D 3ao 

100 400 

I [ 3 

0^ SOD 


2oa 3ao 

100 400 



1,000 



Idling: If you're like us, 
you'll prohably leave 
your Blu-ray player or 
DVD player on, even 
when you're not 
playing a disc (by 
accident or design), 
This reveals how much 
power it consumes 
when in repose 


Playing: Spin a movie 
andyour disc player's 
power consumption 
will increase - but by 
how much? This is 
a measurement of 
power consumption 
when the player is 
playing a movie 


Sound: This is a 
measure of analogue 
audio jitter in 
picoseconds from a BD 
or DVD player. The 
lower the number the 
better. The score is 
indicative of build and 
component quality and 
relates to its ability 
when playing CDs, 
Newer players use 
re-clocking techniques 
to reduce jitter with the 
HDMI connection 
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Test bench: 

Equipment 
from the likes 
of Snell & 
Wilcox, and 
Techtronix 
allows us to 
compare all 
manner of kit 


signals. Cotorfacts analyses the colour and luminance 
performance of TVs and projectors, giving us information 
in areas such as contrast ratio, coLour temperature 
and Luminance, 

Playback 

Increasingly, you've been asking for more information 
on power consumption, and so we've now moved these 


results to a headline position on our tests. We’ve also 
deveLoped a more graphicaL presentation (key below) 
of some of the data we produce, which shouLd make the 
facts more relevant and digestible. Not all the data we 
generate is published (frankly, you’d be bored) but all 
of it goes into the melting pot of opinion. While one key 
reviewer is by lined for our tests, as many as four team 
players will contribute to our findings 


Video Jitter: Ns 


Loading: Boot/Java 


AVR power: Watts Amp output power* Watts (8 q , 0.5% THD) 


Pure power Watts 


Signat/noise: dB 


10 



vision: This is a 
measure of video jitter 
in nanoseconds from a 
BDor DVD player. The 
Lower the number the 
better. The score Is 
indicative of build and 
component quality. We 
also present figures for 
Chroma Crosstalk 
(another quality 
indicator) and 
frequency response 
@5,8MHz 


Boot speed & 
tray eject 

■ <5= 


Tray in to 
main BDmenu 



Due loading & Java: 

BLu-ray players can be 
notoriously slow to 
load and playdiscs, 
thanks to the DRMand 
Java content of BD 
software. These 
timings are crucial to 
the user experience - 
naturally faster is best 


150 150 




Powered: When you 
fire up that big AV 
receiver to watch a new 
movie you may be 
surprised to Learn just 
how much current it's 
drawing. This is one of 
two measurements we 
take for AV amp power 
consumption. The 
other IswhentheAVR 
is powered up but idle 


2-charmelBU:Sojust 

how heroic Is that AVR 
you've been saving for? 
Putting aside paper 
claims, we measure 
its output in 
two-channel stereo 
mode. Also noted here 
is a figure for Total 
Harmonic Distortion 


5-channel 81 1: In 

most cases, an 
amplifier's muscle will 
be diminished when it 
runs in multichannel 
mode. We push the 
product to extremes In 
a 5,1 configuration to 
see how much grunt is 
available with all 
channels driven 


QnkyoTX-Sfi607 

130W 

Marantz AV9Q03 

DenonAVri-2300 

I r 14BW 

Sony STO-DA53QQE5 


Fidelity firewall: This 
is our measurement of 
power untainted by 
distortion (typically 
G.052THD, 
812,1kHz). It's an 
indicator of both 
power output and 
component quality 


20 Hz 

■ -79dB 

1kHz 

| -75dB 

20kHz 

M -*8dB 

S/N tests: These amp 
measurements reveal 
the ratio of noise to 
signal at a specific 
frequency. Readings 
taken at low, mid and 
high points help 
determine imaging 
clarity and sonic 
character 
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AUDIOVISUAL 

- ONLINE - 


Call 01706 878444 

www.audiovisualonline.co.uk 


Cables / Interconnects AV Receivers Speakers AV Stands and Mounts 

Free Delivery on all Orders Over £10 • Free Installation Advice • Custom Cable Service 


AV Receivers 


AV Stands and Mounts 


What HiFi Reader® Offer 


Qed Reference HDM1-SR Cable 


NEW - Sonos 0U25O Bundle Deal 


What Hifi Readers Offer 
Silver Anniversary XT 

Only £4.00 Per Metre 


QED 


***** 


***** 

Whilst Stocks Last 




rs 

low 

1 

(51 

0° 


L 

Off 

A 


Award Winning HDMI-SR Cables 
0.5m RRP£SO Now £40.00 
1m RRP £90 Now £45.00 

2m RRP £100 Now £50.00 

3m RRP £110 Now £55.00 

5m RRP £125 Now £62 50 

7m RRP £150 Now £75.00 


(SONOS) 



BU25G Package with new controller £799 
Check Website for superb bundle deals 
with Kef and Tannoy speakers 


Silver Anniversary 

Evolution XT 

£5.85 per meter 


Onkyo TX-SR507 Home Cinema Bundle Deal 



ONKYO TX-SR507 

Home Cinema Receiver 

Jamo A102 HCS5 

5.1 Speakers System 

***** k 

Free Cable Pack Worth £85.00 




Get your TV Ready For The Digital Switchover 5 Star Rated QED Speaker Cables 


QED Original Speaker Cable fyij X-TUSE 1 
£3.15 per / metre *****^ 

QED Silver Anniversary 

£4.00 per t metre ***** 

QED Silver Anniversary XT 

£4.84 per ( metre ***** 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Bi-Wire 

£10.80 per / metre ***** 

QED Revelation Speaker Cable 

£13.50 per / metre ***** 

QED X-Tube XT-400 Speaker Cable 

£20.25 per / metre ***** 

QED Genesis Speaker Cable 

£25-00 per / metre ***** 

QED Airloc Banana and Spades Available 


We have a full range of 
boosters, splitters, 
aerials 8 custom made 
cables for cable, 
satellite or terestrial 
available to get the 
most out of your TV 































In association with 


cits 

Digital Entertainment 



■4 Buying Guide BEST EVER LCD TV The top performing LCD screens in the UK 
revealed HI-DEF PLAYERS Looking for a Blu-ray deck? We help you choose PLASMA POWER Your 
guide to the ultimate bigscreen TV ROCKIN’ RECEIVERS The best specs and latest codecs SUPREME 
SPEAKERS Need a 5.1 package? We name the best! PLUS subwoofers, projectors, PVRs & more... 



[T^Halings key 

Officially awesome 1 2 3 4! 
Essential purchase 1234 ! 
Does the job 1 2 3 4! 
Disappointing 12 3 4! 
Don’t touch it 1234! 
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114 PLASMA TVs LCD TVs 


LCD TV 

Best on test... 



SONY 

46in KDL-46Z5500 
£1,900 Approx 



2009 Z-Series builds upon 
previous Bravia know-how 


Highs: Wonderfully detailed 
pictures; bright, crisp colours 
Lows: Black levels are a tad 
light; poor off-axis viewing 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up tol080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No, of Start inputs; 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs; 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner Yes {and Cl slot) 


Tested; Issue IB 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec h radar.com/622541 



SAMSUNG 

32fn LE32B650 
£650 Approx 



Net-savvy 32incher is a real 
bargain buy 


Highs: Huge feature count: 
excellent HD pics: sexy design 
Lows: SD performance and 
audio is average 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Dp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and □ slot) 


Tested: Issue 172 
Forpricocheckvisit: 
www.techra da r.co m/61334 6 



A 


SAMSUNG 

40in UE40B7000 
£1,250 Approx 



Superstim, edge-lit LED screen 
looks the business 


Highs: Superb HD images; 
multimedia functions: design 
Lows: Poor audio performance; 
no wi-fi adapter included 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Dp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HD Ml inputs: 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 1 (R6B) 

No. of component inputs: I 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes, (& 
analogue St 0 slot) 

Tested: Issue 171 

For price check visit: 

www. tech radar.com/6Q4142 



PHILIPS 

56in Cinema 21:9 
£4,500 Approx 



A groundbreaking ultra- 
widescreen TV 


Highs: Unique, inspired aspect 
rat io: detail presentation 
Lows: Limited black levels; 
uneven CCFL backlighting 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
Native resolution; 2560 x 
1080 

No, of HDMI inputs: 5 
No. of Scart inputs; 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input:! 

Digital tuner: Yes, plus Cl slot 

Tested: Issue 171 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/6 079 40 



PHILIPS 

42in 42PE50001 
£1,800 Approx 



Philips' modular TV drops 
Ambiiight but doesn't suffer 

Highs: Sexy form factor 
and quality build; 
eye-catching images 
Lows: Complex menus 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 1080p24) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes (& 
analogue & 0 slot) 

Tested: Issue 168 
For price check visit: 
wwwtechra da r.co m/5794 Q 0 


Also Recommended... 



LG 

32in 32LH4000 
£460 Approx 



Budget offering from LG delivers 
where it counts 

Highs: Exceptional value: good 
design, connectivity and images 
Lows: Black levels; restricted 
viewing angle; audio is average 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: I 

Digital tuner Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: issue 172 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/613314 



SONY 

37in KDL-40W5500 
£900 Approx 



Excellent LCD all-rounder 


Highs: Impressive dynamic 
contrasL and smooth motion; 
networking features 
Lows: Styling is bland; 
AppHCast needs more content 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: I 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 171 
For price check visit: 
www.te chradar.com/604105 



TOSHIBA 

42in 42ZV555D 
£900 Approx 



Much-touted Resolution* LCD 
gives a polish to SD sources 

Highs: HD performance; 
Resolution+ doesn't disappoint 
Lows: Uninspired sound and 
design; no Res+ over HDMI 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (tol080p24) 
1920 x 108Q resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 

PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes (Si 
analogue^ Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 165 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/492876 


Editor's Choice... 


(F‘C y*?/ 


* A 


SAMSUNG 


55in LE55A956D 
£2,800 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

Samsung's monster- _ ■_] 

sized LED-backlit LCD 

picked up a Home Cinema Choice Best Buy award in 
#168, because in many ways ft helped push liquid 
crystal to the forefront of TV tech. Our Labs measured 
its contrast ratio at over 200,000:1 with its Smart 
LED mode on; couple this with smooth 10GHz 
processing, class-leading connectivity and cutting- 
edge media streaming and you’ve got a flagship telly 
to fall in love with. 


Issue 163 

For price check visit: www.techradar.cont/476657 



HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Op) 
1920 X1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 
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PIONEER 

60in KRP-600A 
£5,000 Approx 



Kuro with separate media box, 
Ethernet and satellite tuner 


Highs: Awesome black levels; 
colour accuracy; slim panel: 
media-sawy 

Lows: Problems with AVI files 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes {up to TDBOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No, of H DM I inputs; 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No of component inputs: 1 
PC Input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl slot 
and DVB-S2 tuner) 

Tested: Issue 164 
For price check visit: 
www.tee h radar.com/457206 


PANASONIC 

46ln TH-46PZB1 
£1,600 Approx 



Freesat-ready plasma is an early 
adopter's dream 

Highs: ExcellenL definition and 
good contrast: strong audio, 
Freesat HD functions 
Lows: Needs a dish for Freesat 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to IDSOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HD Ml inputs: 3 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 {2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input; 1 VGA 
Digital tuner: Yes {plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot) 

Tested: issue 157 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techradar.com /363358 


PANASONIC 

50 In TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 



THX-certified, Viera Cast- 
touting NeoPDP 


Highs: THX mode is stunning 
out of the box: good feature set 
Lows: Unspectacular black 
level response; a bit chunky 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lOBOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {2 RGB) 
No, of compon ent inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 171 
For price check visit: 
www.tee h radar.com/604030 


PIONEER 

50 In PDP-LX5090 
£2,500 Approx 



Baby brother of the LX6Q9Q 
Kuro panel 


Highs: Unbelievable contrast 
and black levels: superb detail 
Lows: Speakers are an optional 
extra only 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes {up to lOBOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 

PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus G 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 159 
For price check visit: 
www.tee h radar.com/4l7409 


LG 

32in 32PG6000 
£500 Approx 



World's smallest 32in plasma 
challenges LCD rivals 


Highs: Smooth movement: 
good blacks and connectivity 
Lows: Lack of detail; some 
jagged edges; average audio 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
analogue) 

Tested: Issue 162 

For pries check visit: 

www.techradar.com/467207 




Also Recommended... 



LG 

50in 5QPG6000 
£1,100 Approx 



Superb HD Ready plasma 
offering great value for money 

Highs: Extensive calibration 
possibilities; excellent black 
level; sexy bezel 
Lows: Not Full HD 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes 
1366x768 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC Input; 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus G 
slot) 


Tested: Issue 154 

For price check visit: 

w w w.techrada r.co m/241069 



PANASONIC 

37in TH-37PX80 
£650 Approx 



Small POP from Panasonic 
continues the Viera vibe 


Highs: Beautiful blacks; 
natural colours; good GUI 
Lows: HDMI vl.2 inputs lack 
DeepColor support 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 (vl.2) 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input; Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 162 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techrada r.com/322563 



SAMSUNG 

50 IP P550A556 
£1,000 Approx 



Bargain-priced monster screen 
with a few caveats 


Highs: Superb specification; 
great build quality: sharp detail 
Lows: Some motion artefacts 
and noise visible 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lOBOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs; 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {1 RGB) 
No, of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes {plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 161 
For price check visit: 
www.tee h radar.com/463634 


Editor's Choice. •• 



PANASONIC 


46in TX-P46Z1 
£4,300 Approx 

12 3 4 

THX certification, 
fulllOSOp wireless 
transmission, 
ultra-thin design... 

Panasonic’s flagship plasma TV is a giant leap 
forward for the display technology. Add in the Freesat 
HD tuner, Viera Cast and DLN A networkabi lity 
and stunning HD and SD pictures and you begin 
to understand the premium price tag. Some might 
argue that its black levels aren’t as jaw-dropping 
as a Pioneer Kuro - but those screens aren’t being 
made any more. The 21 is simply the best plasma TV 
you can buy. 

Issue 172 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/6l3213 



HD Ready: yes (up to 1080p/24) 
Native resolution: 1920 x 1080 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 (vl.3) 

No. of Scart inputs: 2 (RGB) 

No, of component inputs:! 

PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Freesat) 
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cc ...without considerable knowledge 
or experience, high quality home cinema 
is not a suitable DIY activity J J 

G FOR A HOME 


How easy is it to buy a home cinema 
system that suits you? You could read the 
magazine product reviews, find out who 
sells the recommendations, five-star 
favourites or best buys at the cheapest 
price and place your order. When the 
system is delivered to your door in the 
box, you get a friend who knows his 
onions to install it - and live happily 
ever after. 

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads 
to dissatisfaction and a lot of wasted 
money. Besides there being a bewildering 
choice of components on the market today, 
there are also different ways in which 
components can be installed and connected 
together. Which sort of visual system do 
you go for? Projector and screen, plasma or 
LCD, an HD ready set or one with full 1080p 
capability? And on the audio side do you 
plump for a 5.1 or 7.1 speaker system, 
passive or active sub, and where do you 
site them for the best results? The choice of 
home cinema amp raises even more 
questions. Will you be listening to music 
through the same system? If so, you need 
an amp that approaches the performance of 
a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, which is not 
that easy to find. Do you need SACO, DVD- 
Audio, or Blu-ray capability? How many 
inputs do you need for video, s-video, 
component, coaxial digital, optical digital 
and HDMI? The above are just a small 
percentage of the decisions that must be 
made. In short, it's complicated and very 
fertile ground for getting it wrong. 


Achieving potential 

To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a 
pre-packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. This is almost certainly not 
the best route either as you will miss out 
on enormous potential. From informal surveys 
conducted, it appears highly likely that the 
majority of home cinema systems selected 
and installed on a DIY basis, that is without 
professional input, are performing at way 
below their optimum level. To compound 
matters, most are also ill-matched to the room 
in which they are installed and are, in reality, 
the wrong system. Without considerable 
knowledge or experience, high quality home 
cinema is not a suitable DIY activity. 

Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 
quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 
or even better, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
deliver true value for money. 


What and Where to buy 

To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
tip ... don't start with WHAT, start with WHERE 
There's only one way to give yourself the best 
chance of getting it right first time, and that's 
through a specialist AV dealer. It's possible you 
have preconceived ideas that put you off 
visiting one. Although you would welcome the 
advice and guidance, you don't know the 
technical jargon. You don't want to be talked 
down to. Your friend has said they only sell 
expensive gear and they're not interested if 
you don't have a big budget. They're 
expensive. These are just myths. 

Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby. They spend a large portion of their 
time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations which 
give the best performance within a given price 
range. Very importantly, they know how to get 
a system working to its optimum. But they all 
also know the system must suit you. 









Listed on this page are 20 of the 
best AV shops in the country. 

They have been selected because 
they are known to do an excellent 
job in guiding customers towards 
home cinema systems that will 
provide years of superlative 
performance and total satisfaction. 


STAR QUALITIES 

VALUE FOR MONEY.. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

SERVICE. 

...★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FACILITIES. 

...★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

VERDICT. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


CINEMA SYST 


Buying or being sold to? 

There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you 
are willing to pay for. They may be a bit 
cheaper but that's all they offer. Now there's 
a group of long-established specialist dealers 
who are totally committed to putting the 
customer first. Their idea of 'selling' is to 
discuss your requirements, offer their advice, 
give you the best options, then play the 
systems for you and allow you to be the 
judge. You'll probably be surprised and, 
almost certainly, relieved to discover how 
easy it is to see and hear the differences 
between components and between systems. 
You'll be able to make a clear and informed 
decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops 
won't abandon you once you've put your 
hand in your pocket. They won't leave you 
to set up the system you've selected as best 
you can. They'll install it in your home, make 
sure it performs to its best, and ensure you're 
entirely happy with the way it works. 

Why? Because a high proportion of these 
dealers' custom comes through people who 
have bought from them before, either directly 
or by recommendation. It's vital to them to 
get it right for you. 


Getting the best deal 

Unless you've got money to burn, you'll 
be living with your new system for 
years. Most of these dealers offer much 
longer equipment guarantees than 
provided by the manufacturer, a very 
worthwhile benefit, but it also makes it 
in the dealer's interest to ensure high 
build quality and reliability. Maybe you 
could save a few pounds by buying 
piecemeal but you'll lose out on the 
overall package. As far as the dealers 
are concerned, they believe that taking 
care of fheir customers properly is a 
nicer way of doing business than just 
handing over boxes. 


ask the 


EM?... 

experts 


OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 


SOUTH 

Ashford, Kent S0UNDCRAFT HI-FI 

40 High Street. 

01233 624441 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street. 

01245 265245 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 

01206 577632 

Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

44a High Street. 

01263 779762 

Custom Install Dept, 

01263 776932 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

132/4 London Road. 

01702 435255 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, South borough. 

01392 535007 

Worthing PHASE 3 Hi FI 

213-217 Tarring Road. 

01903 245577 

LONDON 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 

020 7226 5500 

SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 


SOUTH WEST 
Exeter GULLIFORO 

97 Sid well Street. 

01392 491194 

MIDLANDS 

Birmingham SOUND ACADEMY 

152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall. 

01922 493499 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon Street. 

024 7652 5200 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 

0115 9584404 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 

0121 742 0254 

NORTH 

Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 

01244 344227 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 

01904 627108 

SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd. 

0131 555 3963 






The majority of the above dealers are members of one or both 
of the major trade organisations, BADA or CEDI A. 


QUALITY 

As 

ASSURED 

A A A A A 


















118 DVD PLAYERS BLU-RAY PLAYERS 


Blu-ray Players 

Best on test... 



PIONEER 

Blu-ray BDP-LX91 
£1,800 Approx 



Reference status BO deck Is also 
a first-rate CD and DVD player 

Highs: Stunning picture; greaL 
sound; packed with features 
and well-designed 
Lows: Precision Quartz Lock 
System works with CDs only 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Net workability; Yes, via 
Ethernet 


Tested: Issue 167 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/532605 



SONY 

Blu-ray BDP-S350 
£250 Approx 



‘BD-Live Ready deck F still not 
quite the finished article 

Highs: Good picture quality; 
decent sound: efficient DVD 
upscaling 

Lows: Needs to be updated to 
BD-Live: DTS via bitstream only 

■: Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; LI (2.0 via 
upgrade) 

DVD upscaling: Up to 108Op 
Analogue audio output 
Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/No 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Yes, via 
Ethernet, USB 

Tested: Issue 161 

For price check visit: 

www.tech rada r.com /460426 



LG 

Blu-ray BD370 
£200 Approx 



Stylish deck with MKV talents 
and web features 


Highs:: Excellent Blu-ray 
performance; MKV playback is 
an unexpected bonus 
Lows: Average DVD upscaling; 
no multichannel phono outs 

■ Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2,0 
DVD upscaling; Up tolO-SOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes {stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Yes, via 
Ethernet (including YouTube 
access). USB 


Tested: Issue 170 
For price check visit: 
w ww.tach rad a r.com/59 6930 



PANASONIC 

Blu-ray DMP-BD80 
£350 Approx 



Flagship 2009 deck adds 
YouTube fun to top-class specs 

Highs: Full multichannel 
outputs; superb, detailed 
images; net functionality 
Lows: Uninspired design; 
sluggish loading times 

- Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to tOBOp 
Analogue audio output; Yes 
(7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback; No 
Networkability: Ethernet, 
VieraCast.SD card slot, USB 
2.0 

Tested: Issue 169 
For pries check visit: 
www.tee h rada rxom/592252 


Editor's Choice... 

Blu-ray BDP-S5000ES £1,200 Approx 


1 2 3 4 5 



;hat’s comfortably better than its PlayStation 3 


console. This £1,200 entry into the brand's Elevated 
Standard component range is a cinephile-grade 
machine with full Profile 2.0 support, internal decoding 
and bitstreaming of DTS-HD and Dolby TrueHD and 
best-in-class build quality. Pictures are immensely 
satisfying and its aural performance is exquisite. Well 
worth an audition if you're serious about BD. 

■T Issue 166 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/5030l9 

KKwl 

Blu-ray profiLei 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 

Analogue audio output: Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS HD-MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/No 
Networkability: Micro Vault card slot; LAN port 


Also Recommended 



Blu-ray BD-P4600 
£260 Approx 



YAMAHA 

Blu-ray BD-52900 
£700 Approx 


Wall-mountable deck with wi-fi 
dongle option 

Highs: Original styling; slim 
proportions; fast disc-loading; 
good mul Li media management 
Lows: Average DVD scaling; 
limited connectivity 

- Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output; 

No 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet (wi¬ 
fi dongle is optional for an 
extra £50) USB 


Tested: Issue 169 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec h radar.com/592233 


High-end BD debut from 
Yamaha lacks HD decoding 

Highs: BD picture; build quality; 
CD performance: fast loading 
Lows: DVD playback only 
average; noisy; not Profile 2.0 


Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 1.1 

DVD upscaling: Uptol080p 

Analogue audio output: 

Yes (5.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD M A decoding: No/No 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: SD card slot 


Tested: Issue 162 
For price check visit: 
w ww.tech rada r.com/467581 
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SONY 

Blu-ray PlayStation3 
£300 Approx 



The original PS3 has passed the 
baton to its Slim sibling, but it's 
still a popular Blu-ray player 

Highs: Profile 2.0 via firmware 
update; HD gaming, fast Java 
Lows: It's yesterdays news 


Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: Yes 
Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: No/No 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/ 
Yes* ( *60GB version only) 
Networkability: 6 USB, 
Ethernet, Memory stick, SD, 
wi-fi. Bluetooth 

Tested: issue 138 
For price check visit: 
www.techra da r.co m/375076 



PIONEER 

Blu-ray LX-01BD 
£2,000 Approx 



Designer all-in-one system with 
unique 12-sided omin directional 
41 speaker system 

Highs: Credible picture and 
surround sound: iconic styling 
Lows: Speaker position takes 
work; no networking 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 1.1 

DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 

Analogue audio output: 

Yes (but stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD M A decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: NA/NA 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: No 


Tested: Issue 169 
For price check visit: 
w ww.tech radar.com/592213 
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Best on lest... 



OFPO 

DVD DV-981HD 
£180 Approx 



Excellent multiformat player 
with serious upscaling chippery 

Highs: Excellent video 
processing; DVD-A and SACD 
playback; multiregion 
Lows: Average pics from DivX 
files; online purchase only 

■ Specifications 

Upscaling; Up Lot080p 
Muttiregion: Yes 
DVD A/SACO; Both 
HDMI out: 1 (plus free cable) 
Component: No 
RGB Scarf: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats; CD r MP3, 
WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, 
CD-RW. DivX, DVD+R/-R, 
DVD+RW, DVD-RW 

Tested: Issue 154 

For price check visit: 
www.iec h radar,com/240790 


PRIMARE 

DVD DVDilO 
£1,750 Approx 



High-end DVD deck with stereo 
amplifier and DAB/FM/AM radio 

Highs: Superb build quality; 
top-notch picture and sound 
Lows: No DivX. DVD-Audio or 
Super Audio CD support; 
confusing remote 

-: Specifications 

Upscaling; Up to 1080p 
Multiregion; No 
DVD A/SACD: No, oddly 
HDMI out; 1 
Component:! 

RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD, VCD, 

SVCD, CD-R, CD-RW, DVD-R 
DVD+R. MP3 JPEG 


Tested: Issue T73 
For price check visit: 
www.techraciar.com /620774 



PIONEER 

DVD DV-LX50 
£400 Approx 



DVD component of Pioneer's 
LX range is a star performer 

Highs: Fabulous build and 
sLyling; quality upscaled picture 
and audio performance 
Lows: Complex onscreen 
display 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD: Both 
HDMI out: 1 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD, MP3. 

WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, 
CD-RW, DiVX, XviD, DVD+R/ 

-R, DVD+RW, DVD-RW 

Tested: Issue 156 

For price check visit: 

ww w.tec h radar,com/248240 



DENON 

DVD DVD-1940 
£250 Approx 



Yet another quality upscaling 
deck from Denon 


Highs: lOSOp upscaling is tidy; 
SD performance is good too; 
wide format compatibility 
Lows: Bland styling; stereo 
performance could be better 

- Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD: Both 
HDMI outl 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD. MP3, 
WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R. 
CD-RW, DiVX, DVD+R/-R, 
DVD+RW, DVD-RW 

Tested: Issue 156 
For price check vis it: 
www.tec h radar.com/365528 



CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 

DVD Azur540D 
£600 Approx (with amp] 



Superb DVD partner for the 
brand’s Azur amp range 

Highs: Sturdy build quality 
married with smooth, colourful 
upscaled pictures 
Lows: No hi-res audio playback 
or 1030p upscaling 

■ Specifications 

Upscaling; UP to 1080i 
Muttiregion; No 
DVD A/SACD: No 
HDMI out l 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: I 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD,. WMA. 
JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, CD-RW. 
DiVX, DVD+RAR, DVD+RW, 
DVD-RW 

Tested: issue 147 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techrada r.com /1 2 6088 


Also Recommended... 



ONKYO 

DVD DV-SP406 
£100 Approx 



Quality upscaling at an 
affordable price 

Highs: Picture quality mainly; 
front-mounted USB jack for 
multimedia playback 
Lows: Bland looks and 
unimpressive build quality 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Up tolOSOi 
Muttiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD: No 
HDMI out: I 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats; CD, MP3, 
WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, 
CD-RW, DiVX, DVD+RAR, 
DVD+RW, DVD-RW 


Tested: Issue 168 

For price check visit: 
www.tech radar.com/586445 



ARCAM 

DVD DV-135 
£900 Approx 



Universal deck that Lakes DVD 
as far as it can go. Nearly 

Highs: 720p upscaling and CD 
performance 

Lews: No multichannel output 
for SACfVDVD-A, no 1080p 
output mode 

- Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to 1080* 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD Both, stereo only 
HDMI outl 
Component: 1 
RGB Start: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD. MP3, 

WMA, JPEG, CD-R, CD-RW, 
DIVX, HDCD, DVD+RAR, 
DVD-RW, and DVD+RW 


Tested: Issue 149 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da rcom/283946 



DVD DVS450H 
£100 Approx 



Stylish wall-mountable deck 
with USB and DIVX HD support 

Highs: Solid DVD playback; 
eye-catching design; DiVX HD 
performance is startling 
Lows: Can't be rack-mounted: 
not DTS decoding 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to lOSOp 
Multi region: No 
DVD A/SACD: No 
HDMI out: 1 
Component; 1 
RGB Scart; No 
Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital 

Other formats: CD. MP3, 

JPEG, MPEG-4, MPEG-4 HD. 
CD-R,CD-RW, DiVXDiVX HD, 
DVD+RAR, DVD+/-RW 


Tested: Issue 167 
For price check visit: 
w ww.tech radar.com/492983 


Editor's Choice. •• 

fBBKKKk 

DVD XDE-500 £100 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

Having crashed and burned with HD DVD, Toshiba 
fought back with this revolutionary upscaling DVD 
player. Powered by the brand’s super-powered 
extended Detail Enhancement (XDE) technology, 
it breathes new life into standard DVDs - of which 
most of us have many. Build quality is a little 
Lacking (reflecting the bargain price) but otherwise 
this is an easy product to recommend - with the 
brand's first BD player imminent, watch the price fal 

Issue 161 

For price check visit: www.tethradar.com/460536 


Upscaling: Up to 108Op 
Multiregion; No. but hackable 
DVD A/SACD: Nope 
HDMI outl 

Component: 1 (480/576 only) 

RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby Digital, DTS 

Other formats: DVD-R/DVD-RW/CD/COR/CD-RW/CD, MP: 

JPEG, DiVX, XviD 
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120 HD PROJECTORS AV RECEIVERS 


AV Receivers 


Best on test... 



ARCAM 
AVR AVR600 
£3,500 Approx 



Long-awaited HD AVR from 
classy Brit brand dazzles with 
movies and music 


Highs: Sophisticated, 
flexible and polished sound: 
gorgeous design 
Lows: Lacks a bit of grunt 

-* Specifications 

Power; 7 x 120 W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMi: Yes 
Tuner; Yes (DAB/AM/FM) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2; Yes, and 3 
Serial port control; Yes, 2 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 5 
HDMI: 5-in. 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 172 
For price check visit: 
www.tectiradar.com/613252 


SONY 

AVR STR-DA5400ES 
£1,500 Approx 



Gass-leading mid-priced AVR 
with power and poise 


Highs: Excellent build; 
audiophile SACD and CD 
playback: full of power 
Lows: No Ethernet port. De¬ 
certification or DAB radio 

Specifications 

Power 7 x 120 W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMi: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control: No 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 5-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 166 
For price check visit: 
www.techrada r.com/503Q66 



AVR TX-SR607 
£500 Approx 



Mid-range HD receiver with 
Dolby'Height'processing 

Highs: Excellent OSD; lengthy 
feature set; twin subwoofer 
outputs 

Lows: Dolby Pro Logic Hz is a bit 
of a gimmick 

Specifications 

Power: 7 x 140W (60) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 

Serial port control : Yes 
THX certification: Select2 
Plus 

Component input 2 
HDMI: 4-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: No 

Tested: Issue 170 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/59 6948 





DENON 

AVR AVR-4310 
£1,900 Approx 



Audyssey DSX-toting AVR wilt 
change the way you think about 
speaker placement 

Highs: Awesome sound as 
standard; extra width and 
height channels are a boon 
Lows: Lacks the 91 D$X option 

Specifications 

Power:7xl30W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes. and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 173 
For prfce check visit: 
w ww.tec hradar.com/623954 



DENON 

AVR AVR-23Q9 
£600 Approx 



Mid-range HD audio unit lacks 
networki ng but sounds superb 


Highs: Fabulous balance with 
HD audio: punchy sound with 
CDs; powerful 

Lows: No networking and only 
1 HDMI output 


Specifications 

Power 7xlOQW{BQ) 
Upscaling via HDMI; Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 

Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input; 3 
HDMI: 4-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 162 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/466939 


Editor's Choice... 


PIONEER 


AVR SC-LX81 
£1,500 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

Derived from the brand’s flagship Susano 
amp, but ultimately a more practical and 
affordable option, the £1,500 THX-certified and 
AIR Studios-graded Pioneer SC-LX81 receiver is built 
like a tank, styled like a supermodel and crammed 
with genius features (ICEpower technology, 

9-band Advanced MCACC system, LAN interface 
and Advanced Sound Retriever to name a few). 

It sounds stunning, too, and our Tech Labs rated 
its power performance as excellent in all regards. 
Issue 167 

For price check visit: www.techradaf.com/532595 


Specifications 


Power 7 x 140W (80) 

Upscaling to HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 

Dolby TrueHD/DT5-HD: Yes/Yes 

Zone 2: Yes and Zone 3 

Serial port control; Yes 

THX certification: Yes - THX ULtra2 Plus 

Component input: 3 

HDMI: 4-in, 2-out (vL3) 

MultichanneL input: Yes (71) 



Also Recommended... 



YAMAHA 

AVR RX-V3900 
£1,500 Approx 


YAMAHA 

AVR RX-V3900 
£1,500 Approx 



7.1-channel mid-ranger lacks 
video networking and THX 
badge, but sounds fantastic 

Highs: Dynamic. exciLing 
sound: well-connected 
Lows: Networked media player 
audio-only 

Specif ications 

Power: 7 x 140 W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI; Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: No 

Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7,1) 


Tested: Issue 168 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/579879 



ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR906 
£1,400 Approx 



THXUilra2 Plus AVR with ISF 
tweakery isOnkyo's flagship 

Highs: Powerful; super h video 
processor; full-on up front 
sound: networkability 
Lows: Operational issues; build 
quality could be better 

Specifications 

Power: 7 x 20 OW (60) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: Ultra2 Plus 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7,1) 


Tested: Issue 164 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/Z476747 



YAMAHA 

Amp DSP-Z7 
£2,000 Approx 



Trimmed-down version of the 
award-winning Zll 

Highs: Large sound with huge 
bass and plenty of detail 
Lows: Drange display: 
disconcerting pops when 
changing sources 

-> Specifications 

Power: 7 x MOW (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: No (net only) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes. and 3 & 4 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input; 3 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (5.1) 


Tested: Issue 172 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/61Z3 58 
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In association with 


Projectors 


cits 

Digital Entertainment 


Best on test... 



SIM2 
DLP Grand Cinema 
C3X1080 
£23,000 Approx 


Reference-status PJ with 
brilliant colour management 

Highs: Gorgeous design; small 
form factor; dazzling pictures 
Lows: SD processing isn't quite 
hi-end enough for the price 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs; 2 
Component inputs: 1 
PC compatibility; Yes (D-Sub) 
Brightness {claimed}: NA 
Contrast (claimed): 10.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed); 2.000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps:Yes 


Tested: Issue 169 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/591731 





ipm 

SONY 

SXRD VPL-VW80 
£5,000 Approx 

JVC 

D-ILA HD350 
£3,500 Approx 

OPTOMA 

DLP Themescene HD82 
£2,500 Approx 

PANASONIC 

LCD PT-AE30O0 
£2,200 Approx 

00600 

0060© 

06000 

00600 

Sony’s SXRD technology 
continues to dazzle 

Fantastically filmic PJ is a steal 
at £3.500 

A tasty development of a 
distinguished product line 

Excellent all-rounder packed 
with user-friendly features 

Highs: Pictures are near 
faultless: features galore; runs 
quietly; sky high contrast ratio 
Lows: Motion Enhancement 
system needs work 

Highs: Stunning picture 
quality; runs quietly; easy and 
flexible to setup 

Lows: No direct PC hookup; 

DLP rivals may be brighter 

Highs: Good blacks levels; 
impressive colour performance; 
easy to set up 

Laws: Some dynamic iris noise; 
some DLP rainbow effecte 

Highs: Good black level, 
contrast and colours; flexibility; 
quiet running 

Lows: Needs tweaking for best 
results; no 12V trigger 

-4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 

PC compatibility: Yes 
(D-Sub) 

Brightness (claimed): 800 

ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 60,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 3.000 
hours 

Fan noise: 2QdB 

24fps: Yes 

Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 

HD Mi inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 

PC compatibility: Only by 

HDMI 

Brightness (claimed); 1,000 

ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 30,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 19dB 

24fps: Yes 

-4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 xvl.3 

Component inputs; 1 

PC compatibility: Yes 
(D-Sub) 

Brightness (claimed): 1,300 

ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed) 20,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 3,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 26dB 

24fps: Yes 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 3 

Component inputs: 2 

PC compatibility: Yes 
(D-Sub) 

Brightness (claimed): 1,600 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 60.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 

2,000 hours 

Fan noise: 22dB 

24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 164 

For price check visrt: 
www.techradar.com/4S746Q 

Tested: Issue 167 

For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/532631 

Tested: Issue 173 

For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/62Q 668 

Tested: Issue 166 

For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/503174 


Also Recommended 



SONY 
SXRD HWIO 
£1,500 Approx 



Full HD at a great price from this 
entry-level Bravia 

Highs: Superh film-like picture 
quality: excellent build; virtually 
no fan noise 

Lows: On the large side; 
moderate lamp brightness 

Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inpuLs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
PC compatibility; Yes (VGA) 
Brightness (claimed): 1.000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 30.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,000 
hours (5.000 eco) 

Fan noise: 22dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 163 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/46Q3 00 


SANYO 
LCD PLV-Z3Q0O 
£2,000 Approx 



Solid HD performer with a few 
minor niggles 

Highs; Flexible lens settings; 
quiet operation; tasty price 
Lows: Lacks basic niceties like a 
12V trigger and remote focus; 
black levels aren't best In class 

■4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 2 
PC compatibility: Yes 
(D-Sub) 

Brightness (claimed): 1,600 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 65,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): N/A 
Fan noise: 19dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 167 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techrada r.com/532622 



DLP H9080FD 
£10,000 Approx 



The world's first 'lamptess' 

LED projector 

Highs; Excellent colour fidelity; 
greaL definition; long lifespane 
Lows: Lacks brightness; early 
adopters pay for the innovative 
LED tech 

Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HO Mi inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
PC compatibility: Only by 
HDMI 

Brightness (claimed): 1,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 173 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/620763 


Editor's Choice. •• 



EPSON 


LCD EH-TW380O 
£2,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 


Ideal for movies, sports, TV and gaming, Epson's 
high-value EH-TW3800 is a flawless example of 
cutting-edge 1080p LCD projection technology. Priced 
at £2,000, it offers a superb picture and boasts easy 
setup, high dynamic contrast ratio, great connectivity 
(including twin HOMIs) and ISF calibration, lt*s 
deadly quiet in operation, and looks classy, too. Proof, 
if it were needed, that Epson knows a thing or two 
about making high-quality HD projectors. Those with 
bigger wallets might want to check out the step-up 
EH-TW5B00aswelL 
Issue 167 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/527031 



1920 x 1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 

PC compatibility: VGA 

Brightness (claimed): 1,800 ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 18,000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 hours 

Fan noise: 22dB 

24fps; Yes 
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122 SPEAKER SYSTEMS SUBS 


Subwoofers 


Best on test... 



BK 

SW XL5200 
£290 Approx 



10in driver married to high- and 
line-level inputs 

Highs: Deep and exLended 
output; disproportionately 
powerful; compact 
Lows: Bland styling 

-» Specifications 

Frequency response: 
22H£“1 QGHz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 275W 
Driver: lOin 
Weight: 12.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remote control: No 

Tested: Issue 151 
For price check visit: 
www.tectiradar.com/249083 


MARTINLOGAN 

SW Descent I 
£3,250 Approx 



Weapons-grade unit with 
3xl0in woofers 


Highs: Superb engineering; 
Reference standard performance 
Lows: Bulky and premium- 
priced; no automated seLup 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 

IBHz-l 20 Hz {claimed) 
Amplifier: 500W 
Driver: 3 xlOin 
Weight: 47.7kg 
Enclosure: Seated 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remote control: No 

Tested: Issue 167 

For price check visit: 

www.tethradar.com/532655 



BOWERS & 
WILKINS 

SW ASW608 
£300 Approx 



Compact subwoofer ideal for 
smaller rooms 


Highs: Excellent grip and 
musical low-end control 
Lows: Limited by its size 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 

23 Hz-140 Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 200W 
Driver: Bin 
Weight: 8.85kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: No 

Tested: Issue 160 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/423217 



VELODYNE 

SW DD-10 
£1,900 Approx 



We love the see-thru version of 
this excellent bass shifter 

Highs: Thrilling performance, 
special edition finishes 
Lows: You can get more muscle 
for the money 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 

18-120HZ (claimed) 

Amplifier: L250W 
Driver: lOin 
Weight: 26kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote contrd: Yes 

Tested: Issue 158 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/381347 



VELODYNE 
SW SPL-1200 Ultra 
From £1,400 Approx 



Potent sub - now with custom 
finish options 

Highs: Tight, powerful bass: 
useful auto-calibration 
Lows: Few added benefits over 
the step-down model 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 

2M20Hz (claimed) 

Amplifier: t,200W 
Driver: :12tn 
Weight: 22kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser Yes 
Remote control: Yes 

Tested: Issue 172 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/613234 


News with a view 


TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about 

So come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology, youll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say. 
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In association with 


efts 


Digital Entertainment 


Speaker Systems 


Best on test... 



BOSTON 

ACOUSTICS 

5.1 VS Series 
£5,500 Approx 



PIONEER 

5.1 EX Series 
£11,000 Approx 



CABASSE 
5.1 EOLE2 


£1,200 Approx 



TEUFEL 

5.1 System 9 
€4,400 Approx 


MISSION 

5.1 79 Series 


£2,400 Approx 


Gorgeous-looking, hi-tech 5.1 
system for serious cinema 

Highs: Enormous sound: 
scintillating HF performance 
Laws: Subwoofer feels 
underpowered compared to 
surrounds 


A stunning 5.1 system to match 
the brand's high-quality 
components 

Highs: Breathtaking accuracy: 
heautiful imagery and detail; 
sexy design and solid build 
Lows; Demands specific room 
placement 


Quirky-looking 5.1 sub/sat 
system 

Highs: Design and build; 
flexible mounting; warm, 
involving voice 
Lows; Slightly rough high 
frequencies; power handling 
disappoints; limited bass 


Potent THX Ultra2-system with 
industrial styling and build 

Highs: Great bass extension; 
huge scale and accuracy; 
pleasing to look at, too 
Laws: Stands or wall bracket 
fittings are extra; subwoofer Is 
huuuuuge! 


Floor-standing system with 
innovative side-firing bass drivers 

Highs: Sophisticated and 
clean-sounding; excellent stereo 
imagery; easy on the eye 
Lows: Not the most powerful 
or deepest bass in its class; 
won't go super-loud 


■4 Specifications 

Power handling; 2 x 400,3 x 
250W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer 1 x 500W 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 173 

For price check visit: 

w w w.techradar.cam/623230 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 xlGGW, 
Rears; Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 250W 
Finish; Gloss; Bookshelf; 
Rears (at a stretch...) 

Tested: Issue 170 

For price check visrt: 

www.techradar.com/5Q70a6 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5x70 W, 

4 x 1Q0W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer 250W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 169 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/5Ql 9H 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 3 x240W,l 
x 180W 
Rears: Dipole 
Subwoofer: 7Q0W 
Finish: Alu; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 166 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/502870 


-4 Specifications 

Power hand ling; 5x 200W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 3Q0W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: 
Rears only 

Tested: Issue 171 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/605119 


Also Recommended. •• 



JAMO 

5.1 A102HC55 
£330 Approx 



Good-value 53 system with 
living-room-f rie ndly size/looks 

Highs: Relaxed, intelligible 
dialogue presentation; available 
online for as little as £200 
Lows: Subwoofer lacks real 
subterranean power: small 
satellites lend a rawness to 
the audio 

-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 60W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 2Q0W 
Finish: Cherry; Bookshelf; No 


Tested: Issue 170 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/5970A3 



KEF 

7.1 Q Series 
£2,000 Approx 



Classy-looking 71 set with a 
penchant for music and movies 

Highs: Seamless integration 
from UniQ speakers; crystal 
dear high-end 

Lows; Floorstandersneed a lot 
of breathing space 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 4 x 130W. 2 
xlOOW. 1x150 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 250 RMS 
Finish: Wood: Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 166 

For price check visrt: 

www.techradar.com/5O2907 



MJ ACOUSTICS 

5.1 Xeno 
£800 Approx 



Stylish 5.1 sub/sat system with 
remarkable voice 


Highs: CompaoL design: strong 
centre channel: feisty, versatile 
subwoofer 

Laws: Lacks the scale of 
dispersion required for larger 
rooms 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 4 x 1QQW. 1 
X120W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 120W 
Finish: Gloss: Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 161 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/473010 


Editor's Choice. •• 

7*2 Reference 
£40,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

If we were planning 
a once-in-a-lifetime 
home cinema, we’d have this£40k KEF system on 
our list. Everything from the build quality and 
luxurious black finish to the 12 performance is 
awe-inspiring* 

The array is underpinned by twin 1 ,OOOW, 1 Sin 
subwoofers - and even the floorstanding L/R units 
tout three lOin drivers - but KEF’s UniQ tweeter 
wizardry means high-frequency detail is captured 
and dispersed in all its glory. The Reference system is 
subtle, detailed, incredibly intricate and yet able to 
reproduce explosions with a visceral grip that 
pressurises your entire world. Musicality and 
mayhem all at once - and worth every penny. 

Issue 165 

For price check visit: www.tediradar.com/496220 


Power handling: 3 x 150W. 4 x lOQW 
Rears: Direct radiating 

Subwoofer: 2 x 1,OOOW (power from separate amp uni 
Finish: Gloss 
Bookshelf: No 



NOVEMBER 2009 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


www.frwdominw.iwt > wwwJ o unwH > to 















SELECT 124 


Essentials 


Best on test. 


LINKSYS 

Media Server 
NMH410 £350 Approx 




LOGITECH 

Remote control 
Harmony 1100 
£350 Approx 



POPCORN HOUR 
NAS media streamer 
A-110 £260 Approx 



LACIE 
HD media centre 
La Cinema Black 
Max £390 Approx 



system HT953TV 
£700 Approx 


The poster boy of the new 
NAS generation 

Highs: Beautifully built and 
whisper quiet; intelligent 
syncing with your PC 
Lows: No integrated; BitTorrent 
support; won't stream DRM- 
lashed content 


Upgrade from: the 1000 adds 
new software, GUI and layout 

Highs: Massive, and expanding, 
online database of control 
codes; macro setup; user-friendly 
Lows: RF control is only 
available as an extra 


A flexible multimedia streamer 
with an online cult following,,, 
Highs: Quiet in use; insanely 
versatile; extensive connections; 
HD streaming works well 
Lows: Simple construction; 
inadequate manual 


Sleek-looking media server with 
PVR functionality 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance; clear and intuitive 
menus; compatible with a huge 
range ol media 

Lows: Quite an expensive way 
to do what it does 


Mr Mark Levinson-tuned solution 
with 10.1 virtual surround 

Highs: Elegant speaker design; 
HDMI input for Blu-ray; 
powerful 5.1 surround sound 
Lows: Sounds a little 
compressed in stereo: cabinets 
are plastic 


-4 Specifications 

Drive Bays: 2 SATA (one pre¬ 
installed with 1TB HDD) 

2 x USB ports 

PC backup with NT! Shadow 

software 

DLNA15 certified 


Tested: Issue 172 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec hrada r.com/613297 


-4 Specifications 

3,5in colour touchscreen 
lithium-ion battery 
Charging station 
USB cable 
Quick-start guide 
AC adapter 


Tested: Issue 1GB 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/586508 


4 Specifications 

256MB DDR SDRAM; 32MB: 
Flash memory 
NAS access: SMB, NFS, FTP 
Dolby TrueHD and DT5-HD 
audio passthrough 
Extensive file support 


Tested: Issue 169 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/592095 


*4 Specifications 

500GB HDD 

1080i upscaling of SD movies 
DVB-T tuner 
MPEG-1. MPEG-2 / HD, 
MPEG-4, DIVX, XV ID, H.264 
HD, WMV9 HD video codec 
support 


Tested: Issue 170 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/599128 


Specifications 

1.000W claimed power 
output 

Dolby 5.1, Pro-Logic! I, DTS 5.1, 

ES decoders 

USB Host 

HDMI: 1 in, 1 out 

100Op upscaling 

FM tuner 

Tested: Issue 163 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/4768 8 6 


Also Recommended... 



HAUFPAUGE 
PVR HD PVR 
£150 Approx 



Back up your Sky+ HD box via 
component 

Highs: Supplied wilh 
comprehensive software suite 
Lows: No built-in storage; 
requires powerf ul PC 

-4 Specifications 

USB: Yes-usethis to 
hookup to your PC 
Component, S-video, stereo 
and optical digital audio (use 
the latter for recording Dolby 
Digital 5.1) 


Tested: Issue 165 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.co m/490892 



WYPLAY 

Media player Wyplayer 

£430 Approx 



Twin-tuner PVR with 
networking nous 

Highs: Incredibly flexible and 
powerful 

Lows: Overdesigned GUI; 
annoying remote; pricey 

■4 Specifications 

Twin digital tuners 
HDMI output to 10801 
Optical audio output 
Ethernet/wi-fi 
500GB HDD 
3 x USB 2.0 host 
MPEG-1/2, MPEG-4 
(AVC/H.264); WM9, XviD 
and DivX file support 


Tested: Issue 174 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/618263 



SHARKOON 

Gaming Headphones 
X-tatic £110 Approx 



Dolby Digital 5,1 cans add 
another level to gaming 


Highs: Creates truly immersive 
audio and a believable bubble 
of sound; comfortable to wear 
Lows: No wireless option 

-4 Specifications 

Bspeakers (4 in each 
earpiece) 

PS3, Xhox and Xbox 360 
chaL function 
Sound control unit: 1 x 
optical input; 2 x analogue 
audio; 3 x analogue 3.5 mm 
audio outputs: DD 2.0,5,1 
and Pro-Logic decoders 

Tested: Issue 169 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/592328 


Editor's Choice.., 


NAS storage 

StorCenterlX2 

£320 

1 2 3 4 5 

This diminutive 2TB NAS 
device from Iomega 
(with painless 
installation, two-disk 
RAID array, USB 2.0 
ports and Bluetooth 
connectivity) makes PC 
backup and network 
media distribution 
a doddle. And it Looks 
sexy, too. 



Issue 167 

For price check visit: 
www.techradar,com/53273B 

-4 Specifications 

2 TB capacity 
Windows PC. Mac OS and 
Linux compatible 
Two USB 2,0 ports (host, to 
connect external HDD or 
printers) 

10/100/T000Mbps Ethernet 
connection 


Top Tive Blu-rays 

- 1 

GotaBlu-raypiayer?Thengetthese titles.,. 


Children of Men 

Riveting sci-fi gets the HD release it deserves 

IMt 5 

Battlestaf Galactica: Complete Series 

All the Cyton-fused adventures in one box 

1 2 3 4 5 

The Good, the Bad and the Weird 

Kray-zee Korean western on a cracking BD 

NMs 

Watchmen: Director’s Cut 

Adult-friendly comix adaptation 

1 2 3 4 5 

Akira 

US import with mind blowing 24/192kHz TrueHD 



www.ft-dCTinw.iMt > wwwj o unwH > l—im< 
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OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 
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live your ■ 

■ movies. 

Which way would you like to see your movies at home? 
Whichever way you choose, Peter Tyson & Newcastle HIFI 
have all the answers, and will guide you through the various 
options available. We now have on permanent demonstration 
full 1080p Hi-Definition images and stunning sound from 
some of the worlds finest manufacturers. 



2008 
1 Sward 
'winner 

PDPLX5090 
BDPLX71 

Includ i ny rrofi 
QED HD HI lend 

Please call for 
the latest Prices 

Indudes free delivery 



Onkyo 


TX-SR60G TX-SR876 
TX-NR906 
Please call for 
the latest Prices 


Monitor Audio f AV Receivers 



Indudlng frw QEt) HDMI lead 


New Radius HD Range 
All models in stock 
Call for latest prices. 



Pioneer 


VSX1018 only £399.90 



IncMBng free Def-very 


2006 

Award 

“winner 



DM37 Including 
Monitor Audio BRls 
now only £299.90 



Yamaha 


CD-S700 £299 



SAVINGS 



Yamaha RXV1900 £849 

Denon AVR2809 £799 


Marantz SR6003 £699 



Pioneer VSXLX51 £695 


Onkyo TXSR876 

Please call for latest price 


Check our website for the latest new year savings 


Linn, Artam, Marantz, B&Q, Bose Chord Electronics, InFocus, JVC, Monitor Audio, Hordaunt Short, Pioneer, REL, Roksan, Sim2, Tannoy, Teac, Tivoli, Velodyne, Yamaha Plus many more, 



6 Abbey Street, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA3 8TX 
Telephone 01226 546756 
www.petertyson.co.uk 
Email sales@petertyson.co.uk 
Open Monday-Saturday 9am-5.3Opm 


newcastle 


hifi 


151 Kenton Road, Gosforth, Newcastle. NE3 4NQ 
Telephone 0191 2857179. 
www.newcastiehifi.co.uk 
Email mark@newcastlehiff.co.uk 
Open Monday-Saturday 10am-5.30pm 



















































TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 








Cheek our website for latest deals and special offers 

www.proJectorsareus.ca.uk K&q E-J ±, 
proJectorsareus@btIntemet.com Tel: 01403 272931 
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Demo Room 


We are outside the 
1 congestion charging zone 


Full Range of Products Available Online visit www, hi way hifi.com 


GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


ROJECTORS & SCREENS 


IHOME CINEMA 


SUPPLIER OF ALL MAKES OF SCREEN INCLUDING DA LfTE, STEWART ,; VUTEC 


Horsham HiPi & 
Homo Cinema 

★ SIM2 UK’S TOP INDEPENDENT DEALER 

★ EXPERT ADVICE & INSTALLATIONS 


JVC DLA-HD350 


JVC DLA-HD750 


SIM2 HT200 DM WAS £6,000 NOW £495 
PRIM ARE DVD 26 DVD PLAYER WAS £1,000 NOW £595 
DVDO (SCAN VP-30 VIDEO PROCESSOR WAS £1,300 NOW £695 


EPSON EH-TW5800 
5 YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY 
INCLUDING 
LAMP 




WE NOW STOCK ANTHEM 
PROCESSORS AND AMPLIFIERS 
AND PARADIGM 
LOUDSPEAKERS 


TOP BRANDS AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 


SSShiwayhifi 

318 Edgware Road 

London W21DY 
Tel: 020 7723 5251 


HOW TO FIND US 

Less than 100 yards from Edgware Road 
Station (BakeMoo Line) 


SIM2 C3X LUMIS 

• CONTRAST RATIO 35,000:1 

• BRIGHTNESS 3000 ANSI 
LUMENS 


ABOUT US 

We are one of the largest independent retail¬ 
ers of electronics in the heart of London. We are 
a member of the regulatory body Retra and are 
an authorised dealer for all the brands we stock. 

In the 31 years we've been established, we've built 
up a strong customer base who appreciate our com¬ 
mitment to service and value. Our sheer buying 
power and stock holding gives us the ability to offer 
top brands at extremely competitive prices. 

With one impressive showroom, a wide variety of 
products, specially trained staff, and a comprehen¬ 
sive online and telephone mail order service where 
your product comes directly to you, we can offer you 
the complete package - professional service, variety 
of choice AND the best price! 


SIM2 C3X 
1080 


• CONTRAST RATIO 10,000:1 

• BRIGHTNESS 2500 ANSI 
LUMENS 


CAR HI-FI 
SYSTEMS 


FULL HD 
TELEVISIONS 


DIGITAL 

CAMCORDERS 


DIGITAL STILL 
CAMERAS 


HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS 


GRANDVI" 


wl 






The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 


Up to 70cm top border on ElecMc Screens 


I Heavy guage American r 
I multiply sere 
| xnafedof 


Everything a screen 
should be 


Electric with built in 1R Remote & 12 Volt Trigger 


y Gft 

1 6:9 (viewable area 67" x 38’) 

£485 

1 7ft 

16:9 (viewable area 80 r ' x 45") 

£525 

| 8ft 

1 6:9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 

£569 

Manual with slow retraction system 

■ 6ft 

16:9 (viewable area 67" x 38") 

£209 

1 7ft 

16:9 (viewable area 80" x 45") 

£229 

■ 

16:9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 

£265 


IlJ 


7ft Grandview 

Cyber Elec Cyber Elec Screen * jfltd 

£1850 £3995 I I I LU/XV 

For more information CALL us on 0143831 1 625 www.lntoav.com 


PLANAR 

Infocus 

|theme|: :i Mi 


8ft Grandview Other Packages available 

c ' b "« 9 r" n intoAV"” 


























































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


CINEMA 


LIGHTING 


Starscape * 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 
suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 





\V% 


7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel: (01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.sta rcei I i n g.co. u k 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

HERE 

CALL 

0207 042 4253 
OR EMAIL 
lony.marlin@ 
fulurenel. 
co.uk 


PROJECTOR SCREEN & ACCESSORIES 


Outstanding Value Projection Screens 


Tab Tension 
£495 


16.9 

Sizo £ 

203 x 114 ___._, .495 

234 x 132, .. 557 

266x150.,.. . 615 

300 x 160. ..... . 725 

Superb Quality Matt White Tab-Tension 
Screen. Built-in Radio Remote Control, 

All Round Scroori BordnrsfWhlto Screen 
Housing/Easy Fitting. 


Fixed Frame 
£145 


16.9 

Size £ 

177 x 10Q. .. 145 

203x115,,, . 176 

234 x 132 . 245 

299 x 160 ______ . ____ 348 

351 x 495. ...... 495 


I Matt White Surface Supplied with a 
Black Velvet Coated Aluminium Frame. 
All Prices Include VAT + Carriage/Next Day Delivery. 

Also Available Manual/Floor/Rear Projection Screens. Plus Screen Material by the Metre. 


DRH Screens Ltd 

Unit 3 The High Cross Centre 

Founfayne Road 

London N15 4QW 



SO YEARS OF StHEIN 
MANUFACTURING 




Screens 


QUALITY SCREENS AT LOW PRICES 

visit www.drhscreens.co.uk 
or call 020 8885 5504 


WEB DIRECTORY 


nYTocid.co.uk 


Toad's NEW Bundle Offers Online NOWt 
tel: 01809 800809 






' HITACHI JVC • 


SONY TOSHIBA 


Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www. rg bdi rect. co.uk 


rgblll 


Authorised Dealer of AH Major UK Brands BUY NOW PAY LATER' 

r hifi.com INTEREST FREE CREDIT for 9 Months 

PLASMA & LCD TV | DVD/HDD & BLU-RAY | HOME CINEMA | Ht-FI & PORTABLE AUDIO I CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS I CAR HIFI & NAVIGATION 




























£ SONOS 



0114 2303226 www.primebuyxo.uk 

-•SiS “ *+ All major credit and debit cards accepted 


HOME AUTOMATION 


Recycle your magazine and seven days later 
ft could come back as your newspaper. 


recycle 

Tbe possibilities are endless 


www. recy c! enow, com 


Crosby & Bown 

wf 


Projector Screen 
Specialists 

Tel: 01636 639 900 

Online Sales & Ebay Shop 

www. CrosbyandBownLtd. co.uk 

stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/Crosby-and-Bown 


electronicdesign 


Tel:01784 470881 


6nquiri8s@customelectronicdesign.co.uk 

www.customelectronicdesign.co.uk 


jvvKKK 


Smart Home Solutions Home Cinema 
Hi-Fi Lighting Multiroom Audio & Video 




GEAR GUIDE 

irniMi 


DIRECTORY T0 advertise here please call tony martin on 0207 042 4253 


Ifijini' Clncnii 
HpedaJista 


t Full Home Automation, 

Dmioclnw A SUITOU!! J 


Sound, Satellite Systems, Sky 
HD, Custom Installations, 

THX Certified Professional 
Home Theatre l 

In-store Demo Room 

(pictured above) 

Main St. Mexborough S. Yorks S64 9DU 

Til: 01709 5B7937 07931539197 
ww w.ith omec fnerrn .co.uk 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

HERE 

CALL 

0207 042 4253 
OR EMAIL 
tony.martin© 
futurenet. 
co.uk 


PROJECTOR SCREENS 


MIDLANDS 


SOUND & VISION CENTER 

IEW 


Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatr 
Home Installation 
Multi room Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 
* v 


152 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall 

□ 1922 


Late Night Thursday 
www.soundacadenny.co.uk 


Tab Tension Projector Screens from £749 


84"-120" 


prices 


from 


£749 


- Durable multi-ply semen material 

- Ideal for home theatre or business 


5 Features: 

- Tab tensioned system 

- Perfectly flat surface 

- Optimum image quality 
-1.0 gain 

- 12v trigger as standard 
• IR & RF remote controls 

- Somfy tubular motor 

- 3 year warranty 


Motorised, manual and portable screens also available 
For more information call us or visit our website 






































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


MUSIC MATTERS 

HI-FI & HOME CINEMA 




r 

L 


We offer custom installation of complete . 
systems integrating hi-fi. home cinema, multi¬ 
room and lighting. 

Home trials are available 


tor many pro 


avaiiai 

ducts. 


Our extensive range of products Includes 

• Arcam ft Apollo ft Anthony Gallo ft Atacama 

• Atlas ft Base ft Bose available at 
SOLIHULL ft Bowers & Wilkins 

• Rega and Nautilus Diamond available at 
BOGBASTON • Chapter Audio ft Chord 
Company ft Chord Electronics ft Cyrus 
ft Denon ft Dream Vision ft Dynaudio 

• Dynavector * Epos ft Grade ft Infocus 

• KEF ft Krai I • LAMM ft Marantz ft Meridian 
ft MicheM ft Mission ft MJ Acoustics ft Monitor 
Audio ft Musical Fidelity ft NAD ft Naim 

ft Nordost ft Ortofon ft Panasonic ft Pioneer 
ft PMC ft Project ft Pure ft QED ft Quad 
ft PEL ft Rotel ft Sennheiser ft Sim2 
ft SME ft Sonus Faber ft Tascam ft Teac 
ft Wharfedale ft Wilson Benesch ft Yamaha 
OPEN TUES -SAT 10:00-5:30 
LATE NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM AND 
SOLIHULL WEDNESDAYTIL 6.30PM 

Interest free credit on selected items * 0% APR 
Written details on request * Licensed credit broker 


.IS/VIJ/V 


www.musicmatters.co.uk 


•EDGBASTON 
363 Hag ley Road, 
Birmingham B17 8DL 
0121 429 2811 

•SOLIHULL 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
West Midlands B92 8JL 
0121 742 0254 

•STOURBRIDGE 

9 Market Street. 

West Midlands bV8 1AB 
01384 444 184 

•SUTTON COLDFIELD 

10 Boldmere Road, 

West Midlands B73 STD 
0121 354 2311 

•HATCH END 
344 Uxbridge Road, 
Pinner. Middlesex 
HA54RR 
020 8420 1925 

•DARLINGTON 
17 Coniscliffe Road 
County Durham DL3 7 EE 
01325 481 418 




BERKSHIRE & WEST LONDON 



Open Mon - Thurs 9am - 5pm, 
Fri 9am - 1pm 


All major credit cards, 
cheques and cash accepted. 

f metre HD** 1 

Univirul Swingout Arm UnSvwrMl TWPtvol Mount 
for lCD iModel 6M3J for LCD {Modri RTM| 




To order or for advice please cal 

01438347570 

Unlwnal Flit Mount for UnhrariilTIlt Mount for 


Kjj 

Our prid. 144.95 
FtRP £67,95 


Our price 02.95 
RRP £49.95 


J6-60 ' DlipUyi 15-60' DLiplays 

H Hp 


Our pried £34.95 
ter aS-jj-Dkeldy 
Our prfca £19.95 
ter 37-63“ Display 


Our fXit* £34.95 

ter 26-37" Display 
Our prte* £19.95 
ter 17-61' Dbplay 


Stand/tables 
from 
£87*99 


¥ 


Cable and shelf 
management 
systems from 
£99.99 


Save 10% by ordering online - Use HCCHOiCE promo code 


Over 50 different products for your Plasma/LCD screen 


Items can be viewed In qgr showroom. Visit u$ at 
11 Soulton Road, Pin Green industrial Estate, 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SGI 4QX 

Order by calling 01438 747202 
or b«y online at www.a2000systems.co.uk 


To Advertise please 
contact Tony Martin on 
0207 042 4253 
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COMING NEXT IN 


^§f £ 


sonys 
best kept 
secret... 


The world’s most famous CE 
brand isn’t known for its super 
high-end home theatre speakers 
Could that be about to change? 


-4Next issues highlights BLU-RAY Four of the country’s hottest decks duke 
it out in our exclusive group test PIONEER Are the company’s SC-LX82 AV receiver and BDP-LX52 
Blu-ray player a match made in Heaven? JVC The 42WX70 LCD TV is especially designed for 
custom installs - find out why PLUS: All the latest news, Blu-ray/DVD reviews and more 


CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 


















Order 

today from 


£>»ajfar 

, Steeve* 

4 Pairs of 3 0 


Coraline 

2D & 3D Versions 


12 Rounds 

with Bonus Digital Copy 


Fast & Furious 

with Bonus Digital Copy 






PLAY.COM 


FREE DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING 

Prices are correct at time of going to press Ptayxam reserve the right to change prices Sublet lo avoilotHliry 
# Limited Edition, white stocks tost. + Visit Ptay. com for details on how to enter the competition, 












































“The 10,1s take Wharfedale back to the forefront 
of budget speakers. Truly excellent” 

- What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision (September 2009) 


DIAMOND 1 □ 


For almost 30 years, Wharfedale's famous Diamond speakers have served as the classic entry point to true 
high-fidelity sound, their exceptional value for money earning dozens of awards around the globe, Now, with the 
introduction of 1 he Diamond 10 Series, Wharfedale has again raised the bar for affordable, high-performance 
loudspeakers. 


The latest evolution of this classic speaker range builds upon the success of its multi-award-winning predecessors 
with numerous enhancements, including a more rigid enclosure and a high-gloss, polymer-finished front baffle, 
giving greater support to the new, Improved drive units. The result is a sound that's crisp, focused and spacious, 
effortlessly dynamic yet firmly In control. Add the visual appeal of elegantly curved cabinets, enhanced by a choice 
of six perfectly formed finishes, and it's clear the new Diamond 10 Senes is the sparkling jewel in Wharfedale's 
crown. 


I AG House Sovereign Court Ermine Business Park Huntingdon 
Cambs PE29 6XU Tel: 01400 447700 Fax: 01480 431767 
www.wharfedale.co.uk 







